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THE DEDICATION. 



To the People of England* 

«JY COUNTRYMEK, 

I PRESENT myfelf before you 
in a fituation that ought to engage 
your attention, becaufe, in fad, it no 
lefs concerns yourfelves than me. It 
has hitherto been your great boaft, that 
ydu were poflefled of the beft form of 
government in the world; that in 
England all men are fubjed to the 
laws, from the king upon the throne 
to the meaneft perfbn in the realm; 
that no man can be long confined, 
much lefs punifhedi without the i&aXr- 

cnce 



vi THE DEDICATION. 

ence of law ; that whenever any man 
is accufed of a crime, opportunity is 
given him to make his defence, in the 
prefence of his accuiers and of the 
witnefles againft him ; and that in all 
cafes he muft be tried by his peers, by 
perfbns in a fituation in all refpedb 
fimilar to his own, fo that they them- 
felves may expedl the fame treatment 
in the fame circumftances. Without 
this you are fenfible there can be no 
equal law, or equal liberty. It has 
alio been the great pride of Englifh- 
men, that with us the preis is free; 
fo that any opinion whatever, dvil or 
religious, may be openly pn^fed, and 
difeuiled, without any appreheniion of 
danger. 

/a jealoufy with refpefl: to law 
has ever diilinguiihed Englifhmen, Co 
that you have been content to fuffer 
the greateft pefts of fociety to efcape 

puniihment, 
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punifhment) rathet than the law fhould 
be violated in their perfbns^ reafdnitig 
juftljr, that it is better that one man^ 
though ever fo criminal, fhould efcape 
ptiniihmetit, than that a precedent 
fhould be eftablifhed, in confequence 
of which thoufandisofltmocent perlbns 
might be expofed to fufferiiig; and 
this might be the feafe if aiiy arbitrary 
mode of proceeding fhould be encou- 
raged in courts of juftic^. Should a 
perforl a£hJally cobdemned to die for 
the greateft crime, be put to death 
otherwife than by the fentence of a 
judge, and by the dire<3ion of the fiie^ 
riff, it would be deemed murder 5 ^ 
£iGred do you juftly efteem the regillar 
eXecuticMi oi the laWsj not bearing that 
iaiiy punifhmetit fhould be infflfted but 
fuch as the law dire^fe, and in the 
pfecife manner dire^ed by it* (Nefed I 
then to fay what yon ought to think 
of the mode of proceeding againf); me 

A 4 and 
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and my friends at Birmingham, when 
all that I am charged with is the 
freedom of my writings?! 

I was bom an Englifhman as well 
as any of you. Though labouring un- 
der civil di&bilities, as a Diflenter, I 
have long contributed my fhare to 
the fupport of government, and fup- 
pofed I had the proteftion of its con^ 
ftitution and laws for my inheritance. 
But I have found myfelf greatly de*- 
ceived ; and fo may any of you, if, 
like me, you fhould, with or without 
cauie, be fo unfortunate as to incur 
popular odium. For then, as you 
have feen in my cafe, without any 
form of trial whatever, without any 
intimation of your crime, or of your 
danger, your houfes and all your pro- 
perty may be deflxoyed, and you may 
not have the good fortune to efcape 
with life, as I have done. Other in-r 

nocent 
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noccnt perfbns alfo may be involved 
iji the feme calamities with yourfelves. 
/What are the old French Leffres. de 
Cachet y or the horrors of the late de- 
molifhed Baftile, compared to this? 
Make then my cafe, what it foon may 
be, your own, and you will not rat« 
the advantages of the Britifli conftitu- 
tion fo high as you have generally 
done. For in what part of the world 
could a peaceable citizen have had lefs 
protedtion of law, or enjoy \ti&fecurityy 
which is thd^reat eiid of all civil gp*^ 
vernment ? '^ . 

If we ofEend againft the laws, let 
us be tried according to law, and fiif- 
fer the penalty denounced by it. I 
do not flee my country, and am at all 
times amenable to the laws of it. But 
as you would not allow me to judge 
in my own cafe, and take my revenge 
ypon any perfon whom I might have 

conceived 
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conceived to have injured me^ let not 
odiers wreak thek vengeance upon 
nie« 

You will iky that fuch outr^es as 
thefe cannot be prevented under any 
government, that they are like hurri- 
canes or earthquakes 5 fb that to com- 
plain of them, is to complain of the 
order of nature and providence. But 
not to fay that fufficient provifion 
might eafily be made to prevent any 
diforder of this kind,^ur complaint k 
that the injury is not univerfally re- 
lented. The Country does not yet 
Efficiently feel the difgracc that has 
been done to it, and great numbers 
rather exult in our fufFerings, fo that 
we are far from thinking ourfelves fe- 
cure from farther injuri^A Matty per- 
lon* not only exprefs no duapprobatiott 
of our fufferings, or of die illegal 
matmer In which they were infliSied, 

but 
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but i^inly enough threaten iis with 
mcKC outrages of the fame kind*77 " 

Before you, therefore, I accufc my 
townfmen, and vaany others, whom 
I have defcribed, of the greateft in- 
Juftioe and cruelty ; arid not having 
had an opportunity before my pu- 
niihment, I now after it, plead my 
caufe, and explain my whole condud 
in this Appeal. Rather, the laws 
themfelves, the laws that have been 
violated in my cafe, complain that 

they have been infringed, and that a / 

/ 

* Among other circumftances which prove this, is the / 
fiallowii^ extra£l from a printed paper, dated Birminghamj 
ConftitHtionat Tavtntt Oft. 17, 1791, fent to me by tho 
poft from Birmingham. «* But let them" (the Diflenters) 
*^ beware— —The arm of Ltjabf has been raifed againfl 
" them — ^Their frefent deportment is in proof that it was 
** ntedfttl. The bolt, though fliot, is not intlrely fpent, 
« and the people at lai^ have too much affedion for tlija.,---'^ 
" King, and reverence for their prefent governmentv 

* to fufifcr either of them to be attacked with imptinity, by 
<< the arts of thtfeiituu$. The lion is too m^;nanimou« 

* to trample upon ihefalien — Jk^fufe not then his noble 
" natm«, ye Dilftnters— for if y« again aroufe him^-^oai 
** Commentator Mr. Kcu: may explain the confequtnces." 

principle 



xu THE DEDICATION. 

principle which leads to all confiiiibn, 
and the diflblution of all government, 
has ulurped their place. And no fo- 
reign enemy can be fo dangerous to 
you as this within yourfelves. 

But jwe fuffer, it is laid, as Dil^ 

Tenters from the eftablifhed religion. 

On this account we have a double 

title to protection. 1 A Diflenter is one 

of a minority, and the Unitarian Dif^ 

fenters, with whom I clafs myfelf, are 

a fmall[minority,*^ough an increafing 

one. We therefore ftand in (greater 

need of the protection of law 5 and it is 

the more inexcufable to treat us ill, 

becaule you have nothing to fear from 

us. 1 You are more obliged to Dif- 

fenters than to otter members of the 

community, as, Ibefrdes bearing the 

whole expence of our own religion, we 

eontribu^ our fhare to the expence 

of yours^j If we be not defective in 

any 
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any civil duty, wliy fhould we be ex~ 
pofed to any civil punifliment ? Leave 
our rel^on to our confciences, and to 
God, whom alone it ccmcems, and 
confider how you would wifli to be 
treated if you lived in a country where 
?aiy other i^igibn than your own was 
profefTed. [We are excluded, and we 
think unjulSy, from civil employments 
and emoluments. If you think pro- 
per to continue this negative punifli- 
ment, do not add pofitive ones, and 
leaft of all encourage fuch as are ille- 
gal, and which may introduce evils of 
an unknown nature and extent, which 
even your lateft pofterity may fe^ 
For fuch has. been the cafe of perfecu- 
tion in other countries, even when it 
was carried" on in a much more un- 
exceptionable manner than it has been 

at Birmii^fiam. 

As to the French Revolutio^the 
defence and commemoration of which 

has 
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Has been imputed to myfelf and others 
as fo great a crime, you will foon fee 
}t in a dii&rent light. The enormoJiis 
e^cpences of all modem European go^ 
vonments have opened the eyes of men 
to the mture and ufes of goTemment 
in general ; and in confequence of this, 
the whole of the Gothic Feudal iyflem, 
embracing matters both of a civil and 
ecckfuilical nature, is b^inning to 
&ake to its foundation. This will ne- 
cei&rily produce a oocivuliion that will 
be fek in every flate in Europe. /All 
nations muft tdtimately be benefited by 
it> thou^ thev may fiiffer by the tem- 
porary fhock. ( But be afHired thaf thofd 
cQuntrks wiQ fiiffer the leaft in which 
great revobaiom will be prevente4^ 
by temperate and feafonable reforms,} 
Thei|wc, who hare differed by the fury 
of a 'imiguided populace (who have 
committed their lawleis devaAations 
in the tmasi of tlte cb$trch and the 

King) 



y 
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King) (hall be cwifidered as the mar- 
tyrs of your liberties ; and in the firm 
belief of this we joyfidly bear all their 
outrages/7 

As individuals we pretend not to 
deferve your notice; but our cafe is 
general, and we hope it will lead you 
to refped, if not us, at leaft the law, 
yourfelves, and your pofterity. 

Though an advocate for reformat 
tion, I am a friend to die general prin- 
ciples of our conftitution ; and as a 
well-wifher to my country, and every 
defcription of men in it, I fubicribe 
myfelf. 

Your injured Countryman, 

J. PRIESTLEY. 
LmdmiNffV, i, 1791. 



.^ 1 ' 



THE PREFACE. 



jl EW pcrfotis who have addrefTed the 
Public have ever been in circumftances which 
made it fo difficult to give (atisfa£tion to 
their different readers as I now am in, owing 
to their different opinions and prepoffeffions 
with refpeft to the fubjeft of this Appeal. 
Thofe who have already formed their opi- 
nion as to the fafts, will conclude that every 
account which reprefents them as having 
been different from what they have con- 
ceived them to be, is certainly falfe, if not 
from defign, yet from mifapprehenfion. 
They who are agreed with refpeft to the 
faSts will draw different cinclufions from 
them; and even they who agree both with 
refpe6t to the fa6ls and the conclufions, will 
think very differently of the temper and man^ 
ner in which they fhould be fpoken of, efpe- 
cially by myfelf, who am fo much a party 
concerned. 

b With 
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^ith refpcft to my enemies, 4o^what I 
will, L.lhall be equally cenfuredLj With 
them ^ mv Jiifts will be falfehoocjsj the 
language of i^ indignation will be info- 
lence, and that of chriftkn meeknefs either 
meannefs or hypocrilyy I Ihall therefore 
make myfelf perfeftly eafy as to what they 
may fay of me. Where there is nothing 
to lo&, there is nothing to fear. 

[My friends whofe feelings are as dif- 
ferent as their conftitutiocis, wiU e:epe^ 
that, writing as it were in a common cau(e» 
I fhould exprefs their precife jfentiments 
and feelings. But this being evidently im- 
poffibk, I can only exculpate them, by de- 
daring that both the fentiments and the Ian* 
guage of this Work are folely my own, and 
fuch as arofe from my feelings at the time 
of writings which was prefently after my 
arrival in London, while the fceaes that i 
have defcribed were frefh in my mind^ vn£tk 
a very few alterations and additions occa* 
fioned by fubiequent accountsT) 

I makeCHo apology for the fcverity with 
which I have occafionallvcondemned the 
^onduft of my adverfaries/jPor what greater 

crimes 
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crimes c^ men commit with refpe£t: to 
focipty, than thofe which they either have 
committed, or intended, and in which they 
now exult. But this implies tio malice, or 
ill-will towards them. (Xiinccrely pray for 
them in the l^guage of the liturgy, for 
which they pretend to have fo nobly exerted 
themfelves, that as " my enemies, perfecu- 
*^tors, and flanderers, God would foi^ive 
" them, and turn their he^ts.y As to the 
pHodtrine of chriftian meeknefs, forgivenefs 
l^f injuries, and loye of our enemies, it 
ihould be interpreted by our Saviour's own 
condu£l. For it will not be f^id that be 
felt otherwife than he o^ight to have done 
with refpeft to bis enemies ; and certainly his 
language is invariably th^of the ftrongeft 
indignation and reproof^ The fame was 
that of Paul, and of all the apoftles, to- 
wards thofe who» in their opinion, cor- 
rupted the gofpelt and oppofed their mi- 
niftry. 

A ftrong fenfe of the impropriety of 
men's iientiinents and condudt naturally ex- 
prdlcs itfelf iiTuildignant language^ought 
when coming trbm a chriftian, it willjal- 
ways be accompanied with the moft fincere 
compaiilon for the ftate of depravity into 
b 2 which 
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which malignity of mind neceffarily finks 
menjT and all that chfiftianity can do, is 
earneftly to wifti and pray, that our adver- 
faries may be brought to a better ftate of 
mind, in order to their being entitled to our 
complacency, and^rgivenefe in the proper 
fenfe of the wordLj 

With refpeft to the/Tiigh church party 
in this country, Ijnay be^confidered as in a 
ftate of open war-l utterly diflike their prin- 
ciples and maxims, aSTthey do mineTj and I 
fcruple not to take any fair opportunity of 
expreffing this diflike in the moft unequivo- 
cal language. Let them do th« fanie with 
refpefl to my principles ; but let us obferve 
the rules of honourable war. ify however, 
they chufe to proceed as they have begun to 
do at Birmingham, I do not wifli to follow 
their example. jThey will find in time that 
to conquer inmat manner is no viftory. 
To conciliate thefe perfons I confider as a 
thing abfolutely impoffible, and therefore 
not worth attempting. M^hatever tends moft 
completely to my jumScation, will only 
irritate them the more ; as was the cafe with 
my Letter to the Inhabitants of Birmingham. 
They zx^ parties againft whom I plead; and 
thofe that I wifli to conciliate are our com- 
mon 
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mon judges, our countrymen in general, the 
world at large, and efpecially pofteritjrw - 

Whatever has been my indignation 
againft my enemies, I have never foi^gotten, 
and I hope never fhall forget, that their 
condu6t forms a part of the plan of a wife 
and juft providence; that they, as well as 
myfelf, have a proper place in the general 
fyftera, the great fcope of which is general 
and infinite good, of which they alfo, in 
due time, will partake ; though I rejoice, 
and am truly thankful, that their place 
is not mine. On this occafion I fhall take 
the liberty to quote what I wrote long ago 
in the Dedication of my Treatife on Philofo-^ 
pbicalNeceJJity to the late excellent Pr. Jebb, 

" You and I, Sir, rejoice in the belief, 
" that the whole human rice are under the 
" fame wholefome difcipline, and that they 
" will all derive the moft valuable advan- 
" tages from it, though in different degrees, 
" in different ways, and at different periods ; 
" that even the perfecutors are only giving 
** the precedence to the perfecuted, and ad- 
*^ vancing them to a much higher degree of 
" perfe6tion and happinefsj and .that they 
*^mufl themfelves undergo a more fevere 
b 3 ** difcipline 
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« difcipUne than that which they are the 
« means of admiAiftcrihg to others." 

" With this perfuafiori we cahnot but 
^* confider every Beiffg and evtry thing in 
" a favourable light. Every perfon with 
" whonl we have any connexion is a friend, 
** ihd every eVent in life is a benefit, while 
" God is equally the father, and the friend, 
" of the whole creation/* 

Feeling myfelf to be ia publicly injured 
per/on^ I cannot abandon the fenfe of dig- 
nity, pecUliat to that chataftet, or not 
feel the iuperiority which it gives me dVer 
my injur&s^ and which will h€Cfe(£irily ih*- 
fluence thte language hi Vhich I fpe^ of 
them. 

el be i^ked wh<Sm I cohfider as my ehe- 
, as holding principles mdl oppofite to 
mifte {which has been the true caufe of their 
animofity towards me) I aiilWer without 
hefitalion, all thbfe, of the clergy or laity, 
who -are the avowed advocates fbt every 
thing continuing as it now is, in church 
and ftate. ^Their genuine fentiriients riiay 
be ifeeh in the' later Addrefs of the Town of 
Birnringbaih to the Kingy in which they fay 

that 
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that "they will oppofe with their lives and 
" fortunes, every attempt at innovation." [y 

Thofe who diflike this language, who 
are a great number, even among the clergy, 
I am far from confidering in the light of 
adverfaries. They are friends, engaged in 
the fame caiife, though occupying different 
pofts. We equally wifh that the world, 
and every thing in it, fhould improve. We 
think there are things both in church and 
ftate that require reformation, and that in 
every country pretending to freedom, there 
0iould be full liberty to point thefe out, 
md make them the fubjedls of free dif* 
cuflion. 

From the love that we bear to our 
country, and even to our enemies in it, we 
think it our duty to point out whatever we 
think to be defe£tive in its conftitution s and 
we fhall do it with the more freedom and 
energy, from confidering the dreadful evils 
which have lately arifen from thefe defeats at 
Birmingham. What was there wdriib than 
this that took place during the great revo^ 
lution in France, which I and many others 
conlider as having ifTued in a moft gloripus 
ftate of liberty and happinefs? Whereas, all 

that 
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that we yet fee at Birmingham, is the mad 
triumph of bigotry, and fuch as was feldom 
exhibited even in ages of acknowledged bar- 
barifm*. 

I truft, however, that though nothing 
but evil appears at prefent, much good will 
in due time arife from it, if not to this 
country, in which the fpeftacle is exhibited, 
yet to Eutope, and the world at large./ To 
every reflefting mind the riots in Birmftig- 
ham, niuft fet in a peculiarly ftrong light 
the baneful nature of bigotry, and the evils 
to which men are expofed in a country 
deftitute of a good police. Even the laws 
of this country, whofe great boaft it has 
been that it is the only feat of true liberty^ 

r * Howdiffkerit are the fpe6faclcs that are now ex- 
Ttlbited in France and in England. Here bigotry has 
been foftered, and has acquired new ftrength. There it 
is almoft extina. Here the friends of the eftablifhment 
are burning the meeting-houfes of theDiffenters, with all 
the rage of Crufadersj while in Paris one of the churches 
has been procur^ by the Proteftants. It was opened by 
one of their minifters to a crouded audience, among whom 
were many Catholics, all in tears of joy for the happy 
change. The preacher's text was. The night isfarfpent^ 
the day is at hand. Here we muft rather preach from 
Ifaiah Ix. 2. Bebtilt darknejs fhall cover the land, andgrofs 
darknefsthi people^ ^ ^ if y 

^re 
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arc in a great degree intolerant; but the 
fpirit of the people^ if not that of the go- 
vernment, appears to be much more fo, anjL 
the world will foon fee to what this leads^ 

If it be to gooJj it will be a new thing in 
this old world, of ours, viz. that perfecution, 
and that by a mob, legiflating, judging, and 
puniftiing, in the inftant, b favourable to 
truth, and confequently to virtue and hap- 
pinefs. But if, which is moft to be appre- 
hended, this bufinefs, which certainly was 
€;yil in itfelf, (hould lead to farther evil, it 
will be another, ,and I wifli it may be the 
laft, inftance of th£Baneful effefts of into- 
leranceT/md will alTolfmow in a ftriking 
light tHe evils that aiile from a civil efta- 
blifhment of chriftianit£7 If this be the 
cafe, and flie world fhouTd take warning by. 
it, I (hall not think our fufFerings, great a^ 
they have been, a fubjedl of lamentation jj 
confidering myfelf, and my fellow-fufierers, 
as the inftrufters, and benefaftors of man- 
kind. 

Some parts of this Appeal, I am well 
aware, will expofe me to the charge of 
vanity y efpecially the addrejffes which I have 
thought proper to fubjoin to it. But they 

were 
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were in a great meafure necefiary to the 
narrative part of the work, particularly 
thofe of my late congregation^ and that of 
I^eeds, as they will (hew that, notwith- 
ftanding my other purfuits, I did not, in 
their opinion, pyegleft the proper duties of 
my profeffion« j The addrefs from the Aca- 
demy of Scienc^^t Paris, will (how in what 
light the riots at Birmingham are con(idered 
by fcientifical perfons in a neighbouring 
and highly enlightened country i and that 
from Great Yarmouth, how they are thought 
of by DilJfiDters of different denominations 
at homeSft^ may likewife add in my juftifi-- 
cation, that perfecution and calumny more 
than once extorted felf praife from an apoftle. 

* Ai fome perfons may wifli to fee an account of all 
the addrefles I have hitherto received to this timC) Nov. i, 
1 79 1, 1 (half briefly mention them with their dates. 

From the Academy of Sdencea at Paris, July 30, i79r« 

From the Friends of the Conftitution at Lyons, Auguft 6. 

From the Friends of the Conftitution at Nants, Auguft 9^ 

From the Friends of the Conftimtion at. Marmande on 
the Garonne^ Auguft 15. 

From the Friends of the Conftitution at the Jacobins Rue 
St. Honor6, jParis, Auguft i6. 

From the Friends of the Conftitution at Clermoo^ Au- 
guft 20. 

Fiom the Friends of the Conffitution at Touloufc, Sep- 
timber ai. 

From 
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It will) hQWever^ be a gratification to 
my adverfaiies to bd informed, that, except 

From th^ Miniften and Membm-s of the three denomi- 
nations of Proteftant DiiTenters in Great Yarmouth, 
Julyag. 

From the Minifters and MembeiiB of the three denomina- 
tions c^Protdftani Diflenters in Maidftone^ AUgvft 8/ 

From the Society of the Old Meeting in Birmingham, 

Auguft 21. 

From the Proteftant Diflenters of Mill Hill Chapel, Leeds, 
Auguft 24. 

From the Comrhittee of ProtefUntDiflfenting Laymen and 
MiniAerf ef the thre^ dinomiaadons in the Weft 
Riding of the county of Vork, September i, at their 
quarterly meeting. 

From the Ptx>teftant Di&nting minifters of the three detto- 
miniathmi at Llediryd, South Wales, Auguft 25. 

From the Philofq;>hiGal Society at Derby, September 3. 

From the Proteftant biftenting Minifters of Exeter, Sep- 
tember % at their hi^lf yearly meeting. 

From the Revolution Society at Nbrwich, September 8. 

From the Conftitutional Society at Manchefter, Septem- 
ber ij. 

From the Students at the New College^ Hackney, S^- 
tember i2i. ^ 

From the Ph>teftant Dieters belonging to feveral con- 
gregations in the Southern and Weftern parts 6f the 
county of Somerfet, at their annual meeting, Septem- 
ber 28. 

Frdm fevefal Proteftant Diftenting minifters in the neigh- 
bourhood of Bolton, Lancaftiire. 

From the Pibteftant Diftenters of the cities of Briftol add 
Bath. 

iFrom the Revolution Society at London* 
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io one inftance, viz. theaddre£j^ front' the 
Philofophical Society at Derb](( I have re- 
ceived no addrefs from any fet oT perfons in 
this country who have not profefledly fepa- 
rated themfelves from the reft on the prin- 
.ciple of civil or religious libertyJ Indeed» 
I ^r there may be even literary locieties in 
England, and much more the inhabitants 
of whole towns, who, if they formed any 
refblutions on the fubje£t, would make 
them more favourable to the rioters, than 
the fufFerers at Birmingham ; fo general, in 
my prcfent opinion, is the fpirit favourable 
to church eftablifhments, and thofe high 
maxims of government, by which the infti- 
gators o^the riots at Birmingham were 
aftuatec^How long this will continue to 
be the cafe, I do not fay. 

Gratitude requires that I (hould fa^/l 
have had very flattering profpefts held out 
to me if I would remove to France, where 
both the laws, and the fpirit of the people, 
would be much more favourable to rjef 
But there I fhould be in a manner ufelefsj^ 
and as, according to the courfe of nature, 
I have yetj^bme years of aftivity left, and I 
can employ them to the moft advantage in 
this country, I think it my duty to fpend 

them 
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them in itT] -'^^ ^^ my perfonal fafety, I 
may furelynnope that the horrid fcenes at 
Birmingham, which will long make it a 
proverb and a bye word in Europe, will not 
be repeated any where elfe. Or if they be, 
my life will always be at the difpofal of 
him that gave it. 

/if I were difpofed to boaft, it will be, 
like Paul, of my fufFerings; and though 
his lift, no doubt, far exceeds mine, yet in 
one refpeft I think I need not yield to him, 
or to any man whatever. I mean with re- 
fpedl to calumny\f\\v^ can hardly go deeper, 
or extend farther, than it has donejvith re- 
fpedt to me. To fay nothing of (pld calum- 
nies, which are, however, now circulated 
with as much confidence as ever, fuch as 
my having decliared that I would never reft 
till I had pulled down that impoftor Jefus 
Chrift; that I made a convert of Silas Deane 
to atheifm, &c. &c. &c. thoufands have 
been made to believe that I am not only a 
fpeculative republican, and an enemy to our 
prefent government by king, lords, and com- 
mons, but an advocate for abfolute anarchy 
or government by mobs, without any rule of 
proceeding whatever; that by mere mobs 
I ferioufly intended to fubvert the confti- 

tution 
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totion in church and ftate» and that Mr« 
Ruflell 9nd myfelf had armed men in readU* 
nefg to a£fc under our orders for this pur« 
pofe, fo that there eould no^Jie a more 
dangerous fubjeft in any ilate^J 

• In a Song entitled Old Maber Omrcb^ defcribiag 
die Diflenten, are the two following ftanxas. 






Sedition b their Creed, 

Fogn'd iheqs but wolves indeed, i 

How can we truft? 
Gunpowder Prieftley would, 
Dduge the throne with blood, / 

And lay th^ 0rcat and goad, V 

Low in the Duft. 

Hift'ry thy page unfold. 
Did not thdr fires of old. 

Murder their king? 
And they would overthrow. 
King, lords, and bUhops too. 
And while they gave the Uow, 

Loyally fing ; 

O Lord our God arife^ 
Scatter our enemies 
And make them fidl. 
He. (icc. tit. 

The following paragraph from p. 42, of an Aidufs f$ 
XJnitariansy by T. G. Hanco^ is fo curious, that I fliall 
fiilgob it to this note. 

^ Dr. Prieftley at prefent feems a chaos in miniature, 
not worth God's notice^ has pdther belief nor under- 

ftandmg 
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J With refped to the futgea of tlus Ap» 
[T^thc populace of. Birmingham were 
made to believe that I not only dined at the 
Hotel on the fourteenth of July laft, but 
declared that, if no other perlbn whatev^ 
would join me, I would dine there alone. 
At that cUnner it was confidently laid, that 
I gave the to^s No cburcb, no Ung, ap^ Tbt 
king's bead in a cbarge^ It was even farted 
that I had conveyed gunpowder into one of 
the churches, and had contrived that it Chould 
explode during divine ibrvice, and iome 
pious ladies, I am well informed, ai^iually 
forbore going to church under the aj^inre-. 
henfion of it.^niis report was ilrengthened 
by another, viz. that two barrek of gun- 
powder were certsunly found in my houfe^ 

It has beed[advanced with equal confi- 
dence, and as httle regard to tn^th, that no 
party fpirit tia&ed m Binmngham till my 
preaching and wnting mtroduced itTUt was 

Aandit^ pvm bim. For » €«rAi1 $tuiyG$ prpret tic 
fpirit of the order of idielUng aoselt, bis principles frothy 
and fiery, like fiaced and inflammable air, mixed with gun>» 
powder, his bodjr a terra damuta, and the whole com- 
fwxoA A dtvil intanuttt. I hope Diflenters will bo owavt 
of his teduaien, and taltt b«i) kft thq^ «« dMm«^ 
through philofophy," 

no 
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no wonder, iBey alfo faid, that I fliould dif- 
cover this Krbulence here, when I had 
fhown the fame fpirit at Leeds, and had 
been driven from that, and every other place 
where I lived, in the fame manner as I had 
been from th]sj It wafeven faid that my 
own congregation declareS that I had mifled 
them, and hoped, *hat I fhould never be 
permitted to returnj 

Nothing now remains but to charge me 
with a robbery or houfe breaking; and then, 
oti fuch evidence as that on which the pre- 
ceding and many equally falfe allegations 
gained credit, I may, by a Warwick/hire 
jury^ be legally convifted and executed; 
the principal people of Birmingham not 
interpofing to procure me a pardon. /^If I 
be fo formidable an enemy to the church 
and the ftate as I have been reprefentcd, let 
thofe who call themfelves the friends 'of the 
church and the king invent their lies, and 
forge their letters for this purpofe, and not 
merely for the burning of my houfe, my 
library, and laboratory. This was like 
ftiaving the lion's beard, which will grow 
again, when with the lame razor, and with 
much lefs trouble, they might have cut his 
throat. ^ 

arc 
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Let them, however, Remember, if they 
believe any thing of the matter (for the 
moft zealous friends of church eftablxfh- 
ment^i and the moft unrelenting perfe- 
cutors of confcientious men, are not always 
real believers in chriftianity) that there is 
an bertaftery and other juries thaii thofe 
of Worcefterftiire or Warwickfhire, before 
whom they muft foon appearT] To this 
judgment \ appeal, and before it I cite 
my accufers. 

The(reafon why I have added Strictures 
on the Pamphlet intitled Thoughts on th« 
LATE Riots at Birmingham, which was 
publifhed after the greater part of this Ap- 
peal was printed, was that, whether it came 
from any authority, as fome have fuppofed, 
or not, it fpeaks the genuine language of 
the high church party on the fubjedl, fuch 
as has appeared in a lefs concentrated ftate 
in numberlefs paragraphs in the public 
newfpapers, and without fuch authentic 
evidence, whac has been faid of the low 
prejudice, the malignant fpirit, and abfurd 
reafoning of that party, would hardly be 
credible, efpecially to my readers abroad. 
In any other view, this work would liave 
Ijeen unworthy of any notiCeX 

c O N. B. The 
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CN. p. The N^rr^tlve pa^ of this Appcalis in 
apncr confined to what | w^ witnefs to myfel^ 
and therefore chiefly relates tp ipyfelf. For m 
account of the fuflFerings of others, I refer my 
readers to Jn jiutbentic Account of the Riots in Bir- 
mingham^ printed by Mr. Belchcr^jAnd here I 
would obferve, that ifi ta the loifts that may be 
claimed in a court of juftice> be added thofe that 
were neceflirily occafioned by the riots, to m^iy 
peripns who were driven from their houies, obliged 
to remove their goods, and purchafe prot^ftion, 
&c. &c. the fum would be enormous. If the lofc 
oi peace of mind could be eftimated by money, to 
what would it not amount? What then have not 
the pretended friends of the church and the king 
at Birmingham to anfwer for ? 
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AN APPEAL 



TO 



'THE PUBLICy 



ON THE SUBJECT OF 

THE LATE RIOTS IN BIRMINGHAM. 



JL HERE is no tranfaftion, efpecially 
one of a public nature, that will not be viewed by 
perfons of different difpofitions, or placed in dif- 
ferent fituations, in different lights j and leaft of all 
can the diligent inquirer expe6t an impartial ac- 
count from the perfons immediately concerned in 
it. All that he can do mufl be to compare every 
account that he can colle6b, and then form his own 
judgment. In fome refpeds one party, and in 
others another, will be the beft qualified to give him 
juft information, and among the reft, in all cafes of 
great calamity, he would certainly wilh to hear the 
fufferers themfelves, and not wholly depend on the 
accounts of thofe who either infliiaed the fuffcrings, 

B or 
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or who rejoiced in them. I hope, therefore, it will 
not be thought improper in me, who am a prin- 
cipal ftiffercr by the late riots in Birmingham, to 
give my account of them, and my ideas of their 
caufes and probable confequences. I ihall endea- 
ypur to be as candid and impartial as I can, and 
the intelligent reader will cafily perceive whether I 
be fo, or not. I Ihall divide the work into two 
parts. Narrative^ and R^^eifions. 



NARRATIVE. 

I becanie an inhabitant ^ Birmingh am in the 
year J.280, without any other view than as a proper 
lituation for attending to my philofophical purfuits> 
in which, having no original fortune of my own, I 
was aflifted by a few liberal friends of fcie^iec^who 
were pleaftdto ~&ink ^vouraHTy of me in that re- 
ipefb. It was a fdan fuggefted by the kte Dr.Fother-> 
gill, and chea^Uy adopted by Sir George Saville> 
Sir Stephen Theodore Janfien, Mr. Confiahle of 
Burton Conftabk, and Dr. Price; aH of tliem> it 
is fomething rernarks^e, of different religious per- 
fuafions, but equally lovers of experimental philofb* 
phy and difinterefted promoters of it./_ Before, and 
fince their deaths, the fcheme was patronized by 
many other generous friends of fcience, wbofe 
names, as they are ftiU living, I forbear to mention!) 
None of them, I believe^ have feen any reafon to^ 
be diifatisfied with my condud, as their operator. 

la 
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\ In two adminiftrations propofals were made 
to ^alfift me by a penjionj It was alleged that^ 
fincc my ftudies had been highly ufefiil to the 
public, and very expenfive to myfelfi there was 
much more reafon why I fhould receive this affift* 
ance than j^o^oft any other perfon who ever had 
obtained it. (But in both the cafes I declined the 
overture, chuling rather to be obliged to generous 
individuals, notwithftanding fome unpleafant cir- 
cumftances occafionally attending thk fituation, 
than add to the burdens of my country, j 

My original a.ndjfav:Qurite profeflion, however> 
was that oiF a chriftian miniftcr, in my opinion, the 
moft important,liIe!ui, and honourable of all others; 
for which, though difcontinued fix years while I 
was tutor in the academy at Warrington, and feven 
years while I was with the Marquis of Lanfdown, I 
always had the ftrongeft predileftion, and in which 
I never failed to officiate occafionally, when I was 
outof the employment. But/Kaving been led, in 
the courfe of my theological Itudies, which I never 
difcontinued, to adopt opinions materially different 
from thofe of the generality of Diffenters, and in • 
which I could not expeft that any confiderable fo- 
ciety of them would foon concur with me, I had 
no thought of ever being employed except as ' an 
occafional jwcacher, in aflifting thofe of my friends^ 
whofe congregations might not diflike my fervices, j 

It was, therefore, with equal luiprize and plea- 
fure that, on Mr. Hawkes's refignation of his office 

B 2 of 
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of minifter at the Ne w' Meeting m JBinnin^m, 
I had an almoft unanimous invitation to fucceed 
him. This, however, I accepted on the jexprefs 
condition of the congregation havingoio^ira-upoa 
me except on Sundays ; the reft of the week being 
devoted to my philofophical and other purfuits. 
The other^duties of the place were difcharged by 
my worthy colleague Mr, Blyt he. To my philo- 
fophical purfuits I gave conftant attention, of which 
the public have feen the efFefts, and as a minifter I 
did nothing more than attend to what appeared to 
me to be the faithful difcharge of my duty, and I 
have reafon to think to the fatisfaftion of my con- 
gregation. 

Having, in every former fituation, been upon 
terms of intimacy with fome or other of the clergy 
of the church of England, men of liberal minds, 
and lovers of fcience, I fhould have been happy 
to have found thofe at Birmin gham w ith whom 
I could have formed a fimilar connexion. But the 
fgirit of party, I faw with regrety ran higher there 
than in moft other places in the kingdom. 

Such was the Kggtixof the clergy of Birming- 
ham, that long before I went thither, as well as 
during the whole time of my refiding there, they 
refufed to gojnto the fame CQadiJwithjJi£_diflcnt- 
in^ jmnifters at funerals, or to walk with them in 
the procdfio n ,- -Wg had hoped that they had be- 
come aftiamed of this abfurd inftance of clerical 
pride, which I had never heard of before, and 

hoping 
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ho ming be tter things of Mr. Curtis, who was of a 
dijBentijig fiimily, Mr. Scholefield, the miniftePof 
the Old Meeting, being invited ta a^ fiioeral at 
whic hlie^o ffi ciated, f ent to know whether he might 
be permitted to walk along with him. The^anfwer 
was a civil but a peremptory reHifali and the pro- 
potal was never repeated. When I_gave thQ late 
Bifliop of St. Afaph an account of this behaviour 
of thF clefgjT of Birmingham, which was long le- 
fo^emy controv^rfy with Mr. Madan, he expreffed 
much concerri~at:~it, and faid that he thought* fuch 
bigotry had now exifted no where. 

That I was not^ger to engage in any contro^ 
verfy with the clergy oTlEe town, was evident 
fronfTmy making no reply whatever to two of their 
publications^l^lJeSm bgforejhejippparance 

oT^n Madan's^SerroQn. ~ One had the fignature 
of Luth er, and the other that of M.S. THeT^ 
names of the writers were well known ; but I di3^ 
not lo~fnuch as read either oTlKem. The^ latter 
I (lightly looked into at.A_bQQkfeller's. (hop; and 
perceiving that it com:aiaed-.muG4i general and 
vinxl gnt inveftive, 1 paid no farther attention td 
it. In jorder tojmdte purchafer^, tbe.-profit&-^f 
this publication wcxe advmifed to go-to^the-trfe-of 
the General Infirmary^,,!!; was re-adverufedduring 
my controverfy with Mr.Madan. The fame cler- 
gyman was iuppofed to be the author of one of 
the trads in that controverfy, and of a virulent 
reply to my late Letters to the Inhabitants ofBirming- 
bam. But thefc alfo were unnoticed by me. 

B 3 The 
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between the church people and the Diffenters of 
that place ?♦ 



J Wilhing to difcover the caufe of this exceffivc 
party fpirit, and to apply, if I fhould be able, 
fome remedy, to it, I found the Diffenters were in 
poffeffion of all the civil power in the place, by 
havmg the nomination to all the offices; and 
though they conftantly gave the principal office, 
vip. that of High Baitiffy to a member of the church 
of England, they chofe to. retain the power of 
nominatuigj of which they had long been in pof- 
feffion* J This po^yer, though -X-OieYer^^h^ of 
there being any complaint with relpeft to the 
cxercife of it) I took much pains, from the be- 
ginning of my refidence in Birmingham, to per- 
fuade die Diffenters to relinquiflii and I gradually 
brought over to my opinipnTome of the principal 

/*^- • ,^: ' . ' 

/ •A Letter lately addrefled to me and Mr. Ruflell has thefe words j 
U** It i« notorious tJiat the town of Birmingham had enjoyed an uninter- 

f^ fupted fcene of pea<;e ^ukl happinefs for more than fifty years. 

** 'Every thing in it .moved. in perfeft order and hannony, till you, 

M like a noxious planet, approached towards it.** 

■ 1 A Poena written fince the riots, in which I am reprefented as an 
enemy to Goid^ and the government imder which I live, concludes as 
foll6ws:— 

Pure was the breeze that fans this " Seat of Arts," 
'Ere tainted by thy breath : in every ftreet 
The yoice of labour fuiig away its cares 5 
The'Church and Sectaries harmonious breath^ 
The g^uine fpirit of fraternal love : 
^ Biil wten' thy puritanicyZ'p'u;/ appeared, 

. The hfeav^ns grew dark, and thy familiar fiend 
Flam'd in the pulpit, thundered from the prefs, 
•Till dll was uproar, and Juft vengeance hurl'd m^ 

. $editiofi*8:Templcs (npipking to the ground. / 

--- could 
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of them. The objcft ion to my pr opofal was that, 
fuch-JKaL-jhe^Jpiu^^ without this 

power every^byrdcnlbme ofiice would be thrown 
uponthe Diffenters. I always replied that I would 
willingly rilk /i?^/; thinking that no fet of men 
could nSake fb ungenerous a return for fuch gene- 
rous conduft; but that I would even bear every 
kind of ill ulage, rather than that things fhould 
continue as they were. 

I fpake both to quakers, and to fome of the 
more moderate members of the <?hurch of Eng- 
land on the fubjeft j and though one of the latter 
told me that he knew the temper of the people of 
Birmingham better than I did, and that he be- 
lieved no good would come of the meafure, I per- 
fitted, as is well known, in my firft opinion j arid 
no objeftion was ever made to it by the Diffenters 
from any diflike of the meafure itfelf, but only 
from the apprehenfion of the ungenerous ufe that 
might be made of it. 

There are two armualiiinnfirs^giyeniy the Low 
Bailiffs wHo has long been aDiflenter, and who has 
the nomiMtipn .of jhaty»ry, which appjoij^ all 
thejofficesjn^die to]vm^and allodie Low Bailiff for 
the fttTJTTJng year. Having, Ifom the Tiabits oF a 
ftudious life, a diflike of all public entertainments, 
I neverjittended more than one of thefc feafts, the 
firiTafter my arrival; but I freque ntly faid that t 
would with pleafure attend the firft dinner of the 
kind that fhould be given~1)y3 memb^^^ of the 

church 
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churdL-fiLEogland^ This-jcenduft of inine^ of 
fhich I can produce abundant evidence, did ^o&t. 

Till the application to parliaoient fbr.the repeal 
ef the Teft Aft^I iieiAcr wrote, aor-preacKe^ 
any thing tt^t had any particular rdatimi-to di< 
principles of Dififentcrs, and I fent my ibns to 
the public grammar ichool, which is conducted 
wholly by clergymen, and the head mafter of 
which, a man of candour, as weU as an excellent 
claffical fcholar, occafionally vifited me. 

; When Mn Bum came to Birmingham, hav^-> 
ing met him at a committee of the public li- 
brary, I thought I perceived in him great mark& 
of HbgraTity, and on my invitation, he paid me two - 
vifits./In Mr. Madan^i. whom i-met^.ata^om^ 
mittee for abofiffiing^ the Slave Trade, and who.. 
'v^as particularly civil ta_mc there, I flattered my- 
fclf ITiad' found a clergyman entirely to my mindy 
and one with whom I might form a pleafing 
acquaintance. This I mentioned to s particular 
friend, requeftii^ that he woidd endeavour to 
bring it about, as he is ready to witnefs if called 
upon. This, furely, did not favour of bigotry. In^ 
deed, I havje^cvcr Jived, and now livej io-confidcr^ 
able intimacy with perfons of every religicHis per- 
fuaiion in this country, the members of the church 
of England not excepted, though not thoferefiding.. 
in Biuningham* - The greateft difference of opi-^ 
nion never led me to keep aloof from any man. 

Before 
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Before I kfc Blrmiaghsifn I was hsppy to have 
bcgim^ferfiffjjfeafiDg-i^^ B^ Parr, 

who had lately come to rcfidc near Warwick. We 
had vifitcd each other, and I am confident that 
the continuance of the incercourfe would hare 
been a pleating circumftance to us both, thdugk 
our religious principles are very different, and he - 
was an avowed- opp(^r of the^e^al of the Teffi 
Aft. ^^^^hmlicjE^ with mCy he was plirjpoKIy 
met l^ Mr.. Berington, a catholic prieft, and Mr. 
Galton, a qtiaker. Mr. Porfon was alfo of the 
partyr I'hi^e'a^culiar ptealure in the fociety of 
perfons of different perfuafions, and more inftances 
•of this are given in the Prrface to mf Letters t^ 
Mr. Bumy now publiflied together with my Fami- 
tiar Letters to the Inhabitants of Birmingham. ^Dr. 
P^rr^Jiawever, gave great oSence to the clergy, 
and the high church^ pafty-in^Birmingham, by in- 
trodueing'lome praife of me into a fermonof his, 
preached at the new church before our acquaint- __ 
ance congigencedr-. 

^pieijirft diflfemnce that I had with anyoCthe.- 
dcrgy in Birmingham, arofe from four of them 
withdrawing from, our public Sbrary- becauie my 
im^^^of the CorrttptioHs of Cbriftianity had been 
voted intq^itira meaftre to which, it is well 
Kftown, that I gave no countenance, but had al- 
ways oppofed, on the idea that it would be better 
to omit purchafing any books of controverfy, till 
the library fhould be better ftocked with books of 
other kindsy and more generally interefting. Find- 
ing, 
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ing, however, the funds of the library fufficiently 
ample, and a difpofitioti in many perfons, members 
of die eftablifliment, as well as Diffenters, to read 
on thefe, as well as on other fubjefts, without the 
obligation of purchafing the books for themfelves^ 
I at length concurred with them; but on the 
cxprefs condition that in every iriterefting contro- 
verfy, books on both fides ihould be equally pur- 
chafed; and I myfelf generally recommended fuch 
as were againft my opmions. . At length, however, 
the party oppofed to me gained the afcendancy, 
which they ftill keep, in the condu£t of the library, 
which was wholly new modelled by myfelf; and in 
this^ L quietly a cquiefced, and.jyithdrew from the 
committee, though X rnnrinurd a member of the > 
fociety, I. appeal to my townfmen. whether my 
whole conduft in this bufinefs was not uniformly 
operT^and generqus*. It had, however, anjinfe- ^ 
vourable efFeft jaincreafing jthe-winrRSfity againft 
t he iQifl enters, who in tbis-W€fe--jmncd Jqiy thg 
more moderate churchmen. 

But the great increafe of party fpirit in the 
town, and what, to all appearance, contributed 
mo flL to the iz s?^ ^ afa%nprip^ the caufe of which 
we are now inveftigating, arofe from the^applica- 
tion of the Diffenters for the repeal of the Corpo- 
ration and Ji.'^:]9Dfts," tHe nature and tendency^ of 
which were fl-rgTjgely-4»K^k^rphend<'^ ^y <-^^ gr>>ar 

body of the clergy, and other zealous members of 
the church of ErigEnd, FpX-h^Ae-fepcal taken 
jgljcej^ithout their oppofition, and widi the con- 
currence 
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currence of the court, no difference whateyer.wpuld 
have been perceived in our conditiojv.and our in- 
Itercfr-trs a dilfenting body would probably have 
fufFered by it, as indeed many of us were well 
aware. 

\As the cafe now is, few, if any, Diflenters 
areT'in fadt, excluded from any civil office which 
they wifh to ferve, fo that the repeal would only 
have removed a mode of admiffion to them, 
highly difgraceful to religion in general, pecu- 
liar to this country, and which was not origi- 
nally intended to affe6t Diflenters, many of whom 
were at that time in the habit of communicating 
with the church of England, though the pradice 
has become lefs frequent fincerp^nd whatever tends 
to mix us with the world at large, is well known 
to le^d us to think, and to a6t, as the world does, 
and confequently to leflen our zeal as Diflenters, 
and bring us to conformity with the eftabliftied 
church. 

On this principle great numbers of the moft 
intelligent Diflenters were from the firft more than- 
indifierent to the meafure, and fincerely wiflied 
that we might remain as we were in that relpeftj 
and I believe it was as much a regard to the ho- 
nour of the nftfoJT, an3~6f cFrlftianity, as for any 
pofitive advantage to themfelves, that any Dif- 
fcnters concerned themfelves about it. _ The eflTeft 
has fliewn the truth of thefe apprehenfions. The 
number of Di flenters had been evidently diminiflir 

ing 
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ing before the late applicat ion^ and thcjr are 
grcatiy increafcd fince, both ia Birniiagham and 
in many other parts of the kmgdom. 

Alfo religion in general^ with the peculiar tenets 
of it, having by this means been brought into no- 
tice, and more public difcuilion, the iDCreafe-rrf** 
ffpitofia^t^ jichi>fe fi;nfiment& are 4iie- noofLoppofite 
to thofe of the churcb of England, has been in 
much more than a t^n fnlH p^^piirflmi- Thcfe 
converts to unitarianifm confift chiefljr^ofjhejr^ 
die, and fome of the higher rank of perfons,_men 
who^lrTtarown to" read7~-and^o think for them- * 
felves, and who T)f courfe have influence with 
others; fo that there is now a moral certainty of 
tKisTbftrine continuing to prevail in this and 
other countries. 

Before thcJate applk^ktions to P^u-Uament, and 
the violent oppofition which the clergy made to 
them, the difFerentjdafles.of Diflcnters were hoftile 
^to, and had little comommcation with, each other. 
/ But the oppofition then made to their claims, 
^-^laims which we think to be founded in natural 
juftice, on rfic clear principle that all who contri- 
bute to defray the expences of government ihould 
have equal accefs to its honours and emoluments, 
whatever be their religious faith) has brought us 
to feel a common intereft, yand has united us 
as one body, from one ena of the kingdom to 
the other; fo diat we can aft in concert, as wc 
are now in the habit of doing. This hjippr 

union 
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iini on ftrcngt hens every day, and in confequence 
of it reli^ous bigotry in general is much de- 
creafed among us. We now attend more to 
the great things in which we all agree, and lefs 
to thofe with refpeft to w)iich we differ from 
each other. On thefe accounts the ftrength of 
the Diflenters, has been greatly incrcafed by the 
clerical oppofition to our claims. So wretched has 
been the policy of our enemies, apprehending 
danger where there was even lefs than none, and 
having no apprehenfion^at all of what is real. 

In this bufincfi, however, whether there be 
merit or demerit in it, I had nothing to do. ^ I 
did not fo much as hear of the intention of apply- 
ing to Parliament for the repeal of the Teft and 
Corporation A£bs till it was determined upon by 
the Diffenters in L^ondon^,] 

{Had I been confuked, I fhould rather have 
advifed an application for the repeal of that AA 
of King William which makes it eventually confif- 
catioii of goods, and imprifqmnent for life, to deny 
the doftrine of the trinity. / This is a cafe of 
fimple toleration, as we flibnld only have defired 
exenmptioQ from pofitive puniflimcnt, for main- 
taining opinions which we deem important, con- 
trary to thofe of the ftate, and/we fhould have 
had the better plea, as it is the great, though vaia 
boaft of this country, dxat here takratm is com^ 
fkie, whereas for thefe twenty years laft paft^ I 
have walked at large only by the connivaoce of 

my 
a 
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my neighbours, and my opponents have not 
omitted to hold out to me^e terror of tlus law 
which hangs over my head^ 

jThey who, in their Ipeeches in Parliament, 
quoted my writings, as an authority with the Dif- 
fcnters in general, were as ignorant of the Dif- 
fenters, as they were of the maxims of found policy. 
If I had had any weight with the body of Diflenters 
at that time, we fhould have joined the Catholics, 
who generoufly made the propofal, in applying for 
the repeal of all the penal laws in matters of reli- 
gion. But that golden opportunity was fuflfctcd 
to pals by, and I fear will never more return. ' 

When^hejT^^ure^ofarolying for the repeal 
of the A6ts above-mentioneJn[which affeft the 
laity much more than minillers) was taken,_I 
could not help wifhing weltxo it s butvWcU know- 
in^jmy unpc^larity^ ^en among the Diflenters 
(which till of late was much greater than with the 
members of tiie ellablifhed church) I^ took no 
aftive part in promoting it, and whatjjiiJKas 
altogether accidental. 

j Being in London at the time of the firft debate 
on the fubjeft, I heard Mr. Pitt (whom, juftly or 
unjuflly, we had been led to confider as friendly to 
our caufe) fpeak againft it ; and perceiving, as I 
thought, his total mifapprehenfion of the fubjeft, 
I addrefled a Letter to him relating to the fituation 
of Diflenters, and on other collateral fubje6b, efpe-v 

cially 
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cially the ftate of the eftabliflied church, both here 
and in Ireland. This Letter gave great offence. 
But I appeal to thfc impartial public, whether, 
though written with fome degree of indignation, at 
recent, and as we thought, unjuft treatment, there be 
any thing in it unbecoming men and Engliflimen, 
unjuftly and ignominioufly treated. This Letter 
was written, and publiflied, while I was in London, 
and therefore had no particular reference to Bir- 
mingham^ What I did there was asyfoUows. 

It being ufua^n the 5th of November to give 
our congregations a difcourfe on fome fubjeft relat- 
ing to religious liberty y I made choice of that of the 
Teft Aft, and at the requeft of my hearers the dif- 
courfe was publiflied. J But I will venture to fay that 
it is one of th£calmeft, and moll moderate, of all 
difcourfeslfhat was ever written on a political fubjeft. 

What, now, was the conduft of the dergy 
throughout England, and elpecially at Birmingham, 
on this occafion ? Endeavours were ufed to render 
the Diflenters the objefts not only of exclufion 
from civil offices, but of general odium and pu- 
nifhment. \ Dr. Croft's Sermon^ and that of Mr. 
Madan, bofelT delivered at Birmingham, are extant, 
and the fpirit of them was the fame with that of 
hundreds, I may fay thoufands, that were echoed 
from other pulpits, charging the DilTenters, in op- 
pofition to all hiftory, and even to recent and exift- 
ing fafts, with principles inimical to the govern- 
ment of the country, and to the prince upon the 

C throne; 
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throne; as pure republicans in their hearts, arul 
who would fcrui^e no means to overturn not the 
church only^ but alfo the ftateT] 

Dr* Price jandrflsyfelf were particularly pointed 
out as fediticnMi_ and dar^^ perfons, the vcrjr 
pcftTot' Ibclety, and urtworthy ^e protedtion of 
government. Such language* as this is even held 
to this day, and in fpite of the racA explicit denial 
of what is thus laid to our charge, and of every 
poffible Ipecies of evidence to the contrary, includ- 
ing the conftant language of our ferious writings, 
will, tO' all appearance^ long continue to be held. 

Being/.particularly pointed at by Mr. Madan, 
and both friends and enemies loddng upon me as 
called upon to make fome reply; I did it with 
great reludance, as to a clergyman, whom, on 
other accounts, I truly refpefted, and whom, as 
living in the fame town with me, I might occa- 
fionally meet; to &y nothing of the &rther ac^ 
quatmance which I had once flattered myfelf I 
might make with him. This re^dy I made in a 
feries^f Familiar Letters t9 the Inhahitatas af Bir^ 
mnghamy. and I appeal to any perfon who has the 
leaft pretention to impartiafity, whether they be 
not ajWld and good-humoured reply^to an unpro- 
VokedTinvedkivc, 

I (Sfcre[lhowed khat thc'iDiflTenters were, and 
alwayshad beeiib the beft friends to the prefent 
govefnoienty diat I had myfelf written much in 

defence 
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defence and praife of ^ij/; and though, being a Dif- 
fenter, I, of courfc, could be feo friend to the ella-* 
blifhed church, with refpeft either to doftrine or 
difcipline, I allowed others to judge and aft, as I 
did, for themfclves, and that I wifhed for no ai* 
teradons but fuch as fhould have the general con* 
currcnce of the country, and thofe nnadc in fuch A 
manner, ^s that no perfon living fhould be injured 
by them. / This has been my conftant language on 
the fubjeft of reformation in church or ftate. Mr* 
Madan replied without retracing any part of his 
charge. But notwithftanding this, I continued, 
and concluded, my Letters with the fame good-^ 
humour with which I began them. 

Thefe Letters were much read both in Bir- 
mingham and the neighbourhood, and indeed 
throughout En^buid. But/,though they convinced 
many perfons that the Diffenters had been ill ufed, 
and that we had much more to fay for ourfelvea 
than they had imagined, they were far from coh^ 
ciUating the clergy, or the more violent fticklerft 
fi>r the eftablilhed church, j ; 

Other attempts, and ibme of them of a very 
in&mous kind, were made to fender my charaftcr 
^dious. Ijpld, calumnies were revived, and new 
ones invented^/ concerning my being an engisy f^ 
Q hriftian ity, and to religion in general $ and) a cler-» 
gyman(as there is every reafon to think) puBlifhed 
an account of my having converted Mr. Silas 
Deane to adieifin, and his confeflion of it upon his 

C a death-bed. 
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death-bed. This was reprefenced in public prints^ 
and die pam{Jilet containii^, the account was in- 
duftrioufly circulated hj fome of jhp clergy in 
Biimingham and its nei^bouriiood. At firft I 
n^;leded the idle ftory, as fufficiently contradi&ed 
l^ my writings and my whole condud. After- 
wards, however, at rtip mfl-inre fjfjnj fiicnds, I 
publifhed the deareft.jefijtation of iti But even ^ 
thisdidliot appear to make any £ivouiuble impref- 
iion on my enemies in Birmingham. The ^flfencc 
given by my Familuar T ittm wa^i nfvrr forpYf n 

rMr. Bum alfo publiflied a let of Letters to me^ 
in which he chained me with reje&ing the tefli- 
mony of the Apoftles concerqing the perfbn of 
Chrift; and though I denied the diaigc> and 
fhewed the abfurdity of it, he replied without re- 
trading it.j In ^t\ preface to my Letters to Mr. 
Bum; I gave my opinion with great freedom con- 
cerning the ftate of the Difienters, and the clergy 
of the eftablifhed church, warning them of the 
violence and folly of their conduct, and the pro- 
bable confequtnces of it. But the ufe they made 
of this Preface was to print ExtraBs from //, fo cur- 
tailed and arranged, as to reprefent m^ as a mover 
of fedilion, and a dangerous member of fociet^ 
This ^inted paper was fent to the bifliops, and to 
all the members of the houfe of Commons the day 
before the laft debate on the fubjeft of the Teft 
and Corporation Ads, io that it was impoflible to 
counteraft the cfFe(5ts of itj and being put into 
the hands of Mn Burke, and declaimed upon by 

him. 
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him, was of material diflervice to our caufe. I 
fhewed the unfairnefs of this proceeding in a printed 
letter lent to the bilhops, and all the members of 
the houfe of Commons, as theirs had been. But 
to all appearance, this* complete juftification only 
tended to exafperate my enemies, and they Ipared 
no pains to exafperate others^' 

The efieft of this controverfy upon the com.- 
mon people 1 11 Biiii itogtem^^^who /were made tq 
believe^that, fome way or other, both the church 
and the ftatejvere in danger, and thaL-j»y oH^ 
je6ib<^s the utter deftruftion of both, was great 
and vuiBl g'en o ugh. uPnthe walls of houfes, &c. 
and efpecially where I ufually went, were to 
be feen in large charafters, Madan for ever. 
Damn Prcestley, No Presbyterians, Damn 
THE Presbyterians, &c. &c. At one time I was 
followed by a number of boys, who left thefr play, 
repeating what they had feen on the walls, and 
fhouting out. Damn Prieftley, damn himy damn him 
for every for e^eryfor every &c. &c. This was, no 
doubt, a leflbn which they had been taught by 
their parents, and vdiat thefe, I fe^r, had learned . 
from their fuperiors.^ Such things as thefe were 
certainly unpleafant'to mej but I was confcious I 
had done nothing to deferve fuch treatment; and 
defpifmg mere obloquyy I was far from fufpefting 
that it would ever lead to the outrages which have 
fmce taken place. 

C 3 In 

/ 
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Tin the exultation of the hig^ church party on 
the~defeat %£ our laft application to ParfiamenCy 
perfonal danger was apprehended to mjFfel^ fay 
iboie of my more zealous friends|^'and a number <^ 
young men of my congr^;at]on came to tdl me, 
that myfelf and my liQufe were threatened, but 
that if I chofe it, they would undertake to defend 
both mc, and it, at the rifk of their lives, I re- 
plied that I did not apprehend any danger, and 
diat if any violence was offered to me on that 
account, I ihould make no refiflance. It has al* 
ways been my maxim, as may be icen in my 
writings, and whajTl have always mabtained in 
cooverfation, that it becomes chriftians to bear' 
every kind of inliilt and violence when it is offered 
on the account of religimj and that nothing but 
our dvil rights are to be defended by the fwordl^ 

I todc no notice of any of the particulan 
above-mentioned I and though I was told that fboie 
of the ckrgy (rf'the town and neighbourhood were 
firequendy preaching againft the Diflenters, and 
^ofcen againft myfelf by name, or by defcription, 
\ I never preached a fingle fermon on the iiibje^, 
'"^ wrote any thii^ more than the pieces above- 
mentioned, which are before the public, and may 
be examined at die reader's kifure, till the appear- 
ance qS Mr. Burke^s Rifieaions $n tbi French Revo* 
luiioMy a work that has been more^. generally read 
than any publication in my timer-knd which has 
contributed more jjia!run7 other ^o excite a fpirit 
^ of 
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of-pajty 5 the clergy almoft uruverfally approving 
ic» andtlte low church party and DiiTenters as ge- 
nerally condemning it. 

My friends well know that I was for from 
having any intention of ammadvcrting upon this 
performance, being at that time engaged in other 
purfuits, and having a real refpeft for the writer, 
till I was prcffed to undertake it by feveral of my 
friends, who were pleafed to think me better cjua- 
Jified than moft others to reply to whajT Mn 
Burke had advanced on the fubjeA.of Civil Efta^ 
hUflments of Cbrt/HanUy. At their folicitation I 
wrote my Letters to Mr. Burke, and this publica- 
tion, though a very temperate one, provoked the 
clergy, and the zealous friends of the eftabliihment 
ftiU more|)and in confequence of this, their efforts 
to inflame the minds of the populace againft the 
Diflentjers in general, and myfelf in particular, were 
redoubled, and thcTpro&ne habit of drinking JSdEW- 
vatim and cwfujm to the Prefbyterianst at the 
convivial meetings of pcrfons of better faflikw, 
as well as thoiie of die lower order, was much 
increajle(£i^ 

So apparent were die marks of extreme bigocry^ 
and the true fpiripof persecution at diis time, that 
upon occafion cf^eaching the Hackney College Ser* 
moHy in April lail: (and whidi my friends know that 
I long dcclii^) 1 was led to iay, '^ In atiocher 
^^ refpcA, alfi), we are now in the fituadon of the 
<' primitiye chriftians ; as the friends of r^)rmadoa 
C 4 "have 
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*' have nothing to expeft from power y or general 
^^ favour 'y but muft look for every fpecies o^abufe 
*' and perfecution that the fpirit of the times will 
*' admit of. If even burning alive was a fight that 
** the country would now bear, diere exifts a fpirit 
** which would inflift that horrid punifhment, and 
*' with as much cool indifference, or favagc ex-^ 
*' ultation, as in any preceding age of the worlcj*!^ 
ButPthough I faw thisAand that the marks of 
this i]f)irit were apparen^Tin various other parts of 
England/l had no fufpicion of its breaking out on 
the innooept occafion of celebrating xht(jFrencb 
RevolutioT^ and therefore was far from being pre- 
pared for any fuch outrage. 

C-JThe celebration of this great event by a public 
dinner at Birmingham was no meafure of minfej In- 
deed, I am well known to all my friends to bi^averfe 
to public entertainmentsi and never enjoy myfelf at 
them ; my habits of lite, too long confirmed to be 
eafily altered, being quite ^^pofite to every thing 
of this nature. However,When the friends of that 
Revolution propofed it, and wiflied to have my 
company, I did not decline their invitation, and%e 
had a meeting or two, partly for that purpofe, and 
partly to fetde the rules of a Constitutional 
Society, fuch as that which is eftabliflied at Man- 
chefl:er, the chief objeft of which was to promote 
a more equal representation of the people of this 
country in Parliament, and we had printed two 
copies o£ general principles of government^ to be fub- 
fcribed by all the members, and one copy of par- 

« ticuldr 
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ticular rules for our conduft, copied chiefly from 
thofe of Manchefter ; but we had not pleafei .• ' 
ourfelYe&->jWith them, and nothing was abfolutely 
fettled. / 

Many perfons/in different parts of the kingdom, 
but more efpecially at Birmingham, thought the ce- 
lebration of the French Revolution to be a right and 
a wife meafure, in order to conciliate the French 
nation, and to promote a friendly and commercial 
intercourfe with it. It is well known that the late 
commercial treaty is not popular in France, and it 
was thought to be impolitic to heighten the dif- 
like of that nation to thiSy by refufing to partake 
of their joy, in what was known to give them the 
greateft fatisfadtion. 

With the^dinner itfelf I had, in a manner, no- 
thing to do^I did not fo much as fuggeft one of 
the proper and excellent toafts provided on the 
occafion, though it was natural for my friends to 
look to me for things of that kind, if I had inte- 
refted myfelf much in it; and when oppofition was 
talked of, and it was fuppofed that fome infults 
would be offered to myfelf in particular, I yielded 
to the folicltations of my friends, and did not 
attend) Others, however, went on that very ac- 
count; thinking it mean, and unbecoming Englifli- 
men, to be deterred from a lawful and innocent 
aft, by the fear of lawlefs infult; and accordingly 
they afembled, and dined, in number between 
eighty and ninety. 

When 
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/_Whcn the company met, a croud was aflem- 
bled at the door, and Ibme of them hifled, and 
ihewed other marks of diiapprobation, but no ma- 
terial violence was offered to any body* Mr. 
Keir, a member of the church of England, took 
the chair; and when they had dined, drank their 
toafts, and fiing the fongs which h^^ been pre* 
Dared for the occafion, they difperfecL' This was 
(about five o'clock, and the town remained quiet 
till about eight. It was evident, therefore, that 
the dinner wasy^ot the proper caufe of the riot 
which followed but that die mifchief had been 
pre-concerted, and that this paffii^lar opportunity 
was laid hold of for the purpofe-. ) 

rSome days before this meeting, a few copies of a 
printed band-bill oi2Ln inflammatory nature, of which 
a copy is given in the appendix. No. I. had been 
found in a public houfe in die town, and of this great 
ufe was made to inflame the minds of the peoj^ 
againfl: the Difienters, to whom, though withmit any 
evidence whatever, it was confidendy afi^ibe^. The 
thing itfelfjdid notdeferve apy^ notice, and para- 
graphs of as feditious a natureciiiequendy appear in 
the public newfpapcrs/|and other publications, and 
(as would, no doubt,"havc been t^c cafe with this) 
are negledbed and forgottenTfiut the ma^ftrates of 
Birmin^am, and other knWn enemies of theDif- 
fenters, were loud in their exclamations againfl: it^ 
thou^ perhaps ^bricated for therufe that was made 
of itj^^^and a copy was offidouflj^fent to the fecreta- 
ries of date, who ordered a flrrift cnquiry,to be made 

after 
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after the author, printer, or diftributor jj and ih 
confequence'of this a reward of an hundred poundi 
was offered, for the difcovery of any of them. 

In coniequence of ril this preparation, we were 
informed that, though the trade of Birmingham 
had never been more brifk, fo that hands could 
not be found to manufefture the goods that were 
ordered, many of th^ public-Jioufes were that day 
full of people, whofe horrid execrations againft the 
Diflenters were heard into the ftreets j and It has 
been afi^rted that fomfe of the mafter manufafturefs 
had Ihut up their work-fhops, and thereby left their 
men at full liberty for any mifchief. / 

It has fiilce appeared that^befides the dinner at 
the Hotel, there were alfo /^nners of the oppofite 
pVty on this fourteenth of July, and thofe not of 
the loweft clafe of the people, with whom the com* 
mon ale-houfes wer^ filledf^ Thefe did not rife 
from their enterldnment fo early, or "with fo much 
fobriety, as thofe who dined at the Hotel j and it 
wasf^-the breaking tip of tbdr companies that th6 
riots Cdmmencedy Let the impartial then judge 
to which of the dinners the riot that followed is to 
be afcribed* 

Mn Adam Walker, the ingenious' dnd well 
known lefturer in natural Philofophy, was paffing 
through the town with his wife and family, and 
dined with mie at my own houfe, for the laft time, 

on 
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on that day* Before dinner, I had walked to the 
town with him, and they left me in the evening. 
Some time after this, three of my intimate friends, 
whofe houfes wereHituated near the fame road, 
and farther from the town than mine, called upon 
me to congratulate me, and one another, on the 
dinner having pafled over fo well ; and after chat- 
ting chearfiiUy fome time on the fubjedh they left 
me juft as it was beginning to be dark. J 

^After fupper, when I was preparing to amufc 
mylelf, as I fometimes did, with a game of back- 
gammon, we were alarmed by fome young men 
rapping violently at the door; and when they 
were admitted, they appeared to be almoft breath- 
lefs with running. They faid that it great mob 
had affembled at the Hotel, where the company 
had dined ; that after breaking the windows there, 
they were gone to the New Meeting, and were 
demoliflying the pulpit and gews, and that they 
threatened me and my houfoJ That they fhould 
think ofjJHiolefting me I thought fo improbable^ 
that I could hardly give any credit to the ftory; 
Howeverfimagining that perhaps fome of the mob 
might come to infult me, I was prevailed upon to 
leave the houfe, and meant to go to fome neigh- 
boUr*s at a greater diftance from the town; but 
having no apprehenfion for the houfe itfel^ or any 
thing in it, I only went up flairs, and put fome papers 
and other things of value, where I thought that 
any perfons getting into the houfe would not eafily 

find 
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find themj My wife did the fame with fome things 
of hers. I then bade the fervants keep the doors 
fattened ; if any body fhould come, to fay that 1 
was gone, and if any ftones fhould be thrown at 
the windows, to keep themfclves out of danger, 
and that I did not doubt but they would go away 
again. 

At this time, which wa^about half pafl: nine 
o'clock, Mr. S. Ryland, a fftchd of mine, came 
with a chaife, telling us there was no time to lofe, 
but that we muft immediately get into it, and drive 
*ofF. Accordingly, we got in with nothing more 
than the clothes we happened to have on, and 
drove from the houfe. jButfliearing that the mob 
confifted only of people on wot, and concluding 
thiat when they found I was gone off in a chaife, 
they could not tell whither, they would never think 
of purfuing me, we went no farther than Mr.: 
Ruflell's, a mile on the fame road, and there we 
continued feveral hours, Mr. Ruffell himfelf,,,and 
other perfons, being upon the road on horfeback to 
get intelligence of what was paflingA I alfoTmore 
than once walked about half way back to my'own 
houfe for the^ fame purpofe ; and then I faw the 
fires from the tw9 meeting-houfes, which were 
burning down. I 

Abou^twelve we were told that fome hundreds 
of the mofr^ere breaking into my houfe, and that 
when they had demolifhed //, they would certainly 
proceed to Mr. Ruffell's. We were perfuaded, 

therefore. 
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therefore, to mt into the duufe again, and drive off ^ 
but we wenrfno farther than Mn Thomas Hawke 
on Moieley-S'reen, which is not more than half a 
mile £irtherfrom the town, and there we waited 
all the nightTj 

It bebg remarkably calm, and dear moon-light^ 
we could fee to a confiderable diftance, and being 
upon a riling ground, we diftindly heard all that 
pafied at the houie, every fhout of the mob, and 
almoft every ftroke of the inftruments they had . 
provided for breaking the doors a^ the furniture. 
Foi^cy could not get any fir<;J though one of 
diem was heard to cSkt two guineas for a lighted 
candle ; my fon, whom we left behind us, having 
taken the precaution to put out all the fires in 
the houie, and others of mv fiiends got all the 
neighbours to do die iameJ_I afterwards heard 
that much pains was taken, but without effe6t, to 
get fire from mjji^r^ ele&rical machine, which 
flxxid in the library, [ 

^^bout three o'clock in the morning the noifes 
oeafed, and Mn Ruffell and my fon coming to us, 
faid that the mob was almoft difperfedD that not 
more than twenty of them remained, arid thofe fo 
much intoxicated, that they might eafily be taken. 
^"e therefore returned with him^^d about four 
o'clock were going to bed at his houlc. But when 
I was undrefling myfelf for diat purpofejjiews 
came that there was a fi-efh acceffion of fome 
faoDdreds more to the mob, and that diey were 
2 advancing 
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advancing towards Mr. RuffclTv ^^ this w^ot 
into the chaife once morc> and driving throu^ a 
part of the town diftant from the mob, we went to 
Dudley, and thence to imy fon-in-iaw's, Mr. Finch 
at Heath-Forge, five miles farther, where ^e arrived 
before breakfaft^ and brought the firfl: news of our 
difafter.7 

HereLl thought myfelf perfefdy fafe, and 
imagining that when the mifchief was over (and I 
had no idea of its going beyond my own houfe) 
and fuppofing that, as the people in general would 
be aihamed, and concerned, at what had happened) 
I might return ; thinking aUb that the area within 
the walls of the meeting-houfe might foon be 
cleared, I intended, if the weather would permit, to 
preach there the Sunday following, and from this 
text, Father forgive them, for tb^ know not what 
tbeydoj 

At^oon, however, we had an cxprefs from 
Stourbridge, to acquaint us that thef mob had traced 
me to Dudley, and would purfue me to HeatHT] 
To this I (paid no attention, nor to another from 
Dudley in the evening to inform u^of the £imQ 
thing; and being in want of fleep^^ I went to bed 
foon after tefQ But atVeleven 1 was awaked, and 
told that a third expreiT was juft arrived from 
Dudley, to aflure us that fome pcrfons were cer* 
tainly in purfuit of me, and would be there that 
night. All the family believing this, and urging 
me to make my efcape^ I drefied xnyfelf, got on 

horfeback. 
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faorfeback^ and with a fervant rode to Bridgnorth^ 
lyhere I arrived about two in the morningTj 

After about two hours fleep in this place, I got 
into a chaife, TQid went to Kidderitiinfter, on mj 
vfsij to London!] Here I found myfelf among my 
friends, and, ay I thought, far enough from the 
fcene of danger, efpecially as we continually heard 
iiews from^irmin^am, and that the mifchief did 
not extend beyond the town. Hearing, particularly, 
that all was quiet at Dudley^ 1 concluded that there 
could be no real caufe of Tcpprehenfion at Heath; 
and being unwiiUng to go farther than was necef- 
fery, I jpok a horfe, and arrived there in the 
evening^ 

There, howeyer,^! found the family in great 
confternation at the fight of mejTand Mr. Finch juft 
arriving from Dudley, and faying that thev were in 
rinomentary expeftation of a riot ther?J that the 
populace were even affembled in the ftreet, and 
were heard to threaten the meeting-houfe, the 
houfe of the minifter, and thofe of other principal 
Diflcnters, and that all attempts to make them 
difperfe had been in vain, ^JP mounted my horfe 
again, though much fatigued, and greatly wanting 
neep.*^ 

Myuntention was to get to an inn about fix 
miles ontke road to Kidderminfter, where I might 
get a chaife, and in it proceed to that town. No 
chaife, however, was to be had; fo that I was 

under 
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tinder the ncceffity of proceeding on horfeb^ck^ 
and neither the fervant nor myfclf diftinguifliing 
the road in the night, we loft our way, and at 
break of day found ourfelves on Bridgnordi race 
ground, having ridden nineteen niiles, till we could 
hardly fit our horfes.l 

Arriving at [this place a fecond time, about 
three o'clock in the morning, we with fomc diffi-^ 
culty roufed the people at an indifferent inn, and I 
immediately got into bed, and flept a few hours. 
After break&ft we mounted our horfes, and I got 
a fecond time to Kidderminfter. There;, finding 
that if I immediately took a chaife, and drove faft, 
I might get to Worcefter time enough for the 
mail-coach, I did fojjand meeting with ^ young 
man of my own congregation, he ^ccoo^imed me 
thither, which was a great fatisfedion to me, as he 
acquainted me with many particulars of the riot, 
of which I was before ignorantll At Worcefter I 
was juft time enough for die coach, and fortunately 
there was one place vacant. I took it, and travel- 
ling all night, I got to London on Monday morn- 
ing, July 18J 

Here I was in a place of iafety, and had leifiire 
for reft and reflcdtion. I can truly fay, however, 
that in all the hurry of my flight, and while the 
injuries I had received were frefh upon my mindj^ 
had not one defponding, or unbenevolent thought. 
I really Djtied the delufion of the poor incendiaries^ 
and the/mfatuacion of thofe who had deluded thenO 
^ D and 
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and never doubted but that, though I could not 
tell bow J or wben^ good would arife from this, as 
well as from every other evil. The magnanimity 
of my wife was never (haken; and, as at other 
times, fhe then felt more for others than (he did 
for herfelf It was a diftrelling circi!kmftance, that 
our daughter was expefting to be brought to bed 
in about a month, {o that fhe was frill of ^arm, 
and her mother could not leave her to accompany 
me. We were, however, as happy as we could 
be in this ftate of forced feparadon, I with my 
old friends in London, and fhe either with our 
daughter, or with one of the mofl friendly, gene- 
rous, and worthy &milies in the world, in the 
neighbourhood of Birmingham. 

^*» 

UThat there were initigators, as well as perpe- 
trator, of thefe horrid fcenes, was fufficiendy evi- 
dentW Mofl of thofeTwHo committed the devafla- 
tions appeared by their profanenefs, intoxication, 
and their difpofidon to indiferiminate plunder, to 
have no fenfe of reli^on at all, and theiefore could 
only adopt the cry ofcburcb and king as a preteiiceX 
In the midfl of their devaftations there were {always 
fome cool heads mixed with the drunken ones^ 
who rejefted all offers of money, and faid that they 
muft obey their orders^ But the fUbfl decifive cir- 
cumftance was that of forged letters being read, one 
at my houfe, in the name of Mr. Ruflell, and an- 
other at his, in the name of Mr. Jeffries of Lon- 
don, on purpofe to inflame the mob to greater 
outrages. Whoever be the real author of the 

band'hill^ 
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band-hilly certainly they who forged thefe letters 
were capable of writing it, for the ufe that was 
aftually made of it. Indeed, there is nothirig,^too 
atrocious for fuch perfons not to be capable of) 

Being now at my leifure, ^^wrote my Addrefs 
to the Inhabitants o/Birminghamy Appendix, No. II. 
and upon the more moderate it had fome influence, 
in counterading the ftrange and mifchievous ac- 
counts thit had been every where induftrioufly 
propagated, in order to throw the blame of the 
whole tranfaftion upon the Diffenters in general, 
and myfelf in particular (See Appendix, No, III.) 
though on others it had a diflFerent effeft. J 

In London I found by accident that.Mn W. 
YRuffell^ad juft arrived in town, who, next to my- 
fcff, was the principal objeft of diflikejo the high 
chuf ch party in Birmingham. He (came to re- 
prefcnt to the miniftry a true ftate of things ref- 
lating to the riots, and to learn what fteps they 
would take with refpeft to it. JiWhenjfhis was 
fettled, he returned to-Birmingham, but |pot before 
he had publifhed an account of what had paiTed at 
the Revolution dinner, with the toafb that were 
given on that occafion. (See Appendix, No. IV.) 
On the fame day alfo, as it happened^ Mr. Keir 
publiftied an account of the proceedings, for the ^ 
Birmingham newfpaper (See Appendix^ No. V.)^ 
and ^on after a more particular account of the 
toafts, with obfervations, in explanation and vindi- 
cation of theniK Thefe gendemen giving their 
^ - D 2 names. 
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hames, their accounts fsltisfied the impartial, that 
the behaviour of the Diiflenters had not been liable 
to any juft cenfurc, and that it wa^/jibt the dinner> 
but a deep-rooted animdfity againft the Diffenters, 
that was the true caufe of all the mifchieC 

In this (ituation, what I regretted moft was 
the lols> as I then fuppofed, of all my inanufcript 
fapersy for which no reparation could be made. 
They confined of the following particulars : 

I. My Diaries from thfe year 1751, cohtaining 
the particulars of almoft every day 5 and at the be- 
ginning of each of them I had given the ftate of 
my mind, of my affairs in general, and of my pro- 
fpefts, f6r that year 5 which it was often artufing, 
^nd alfo inftrirdrive^ to vtity to look back upon. 

IL Several large Cmmn-flaee Books, containing 
the fruits of my reading alftioft ever fince I could 
read widi ahy degree of judgment. 

IIL The Regijier of my Pbilofopbical Experi- 
ments, and hints for new ones. 

IV. All miy Sermons, Prayers, and Forms for 
adminiftering the Lord*s Supper, &c. many of which 
I had with great expencc got tranfcribed into a 
feh* long hand. 

V. Notes and a Parapbrafe on the whole of the 
Nem Tejiament^ excepting the book oi Revelation. 

The 
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The whole of it had been dejiver^d from the 
pulpit> and in a preface to another work, I had 
promifed to publilh it. I was within five days 
(employii^g my amanuenfis three hours a day) of 
having the whole fairly tranfcribed for the prefs. 

VI. A New ^ranjlation of the Pfalmsy Pro- 
verbs^ and Ecclefiaftes\ having undertaken, in con- 
junftion with fcveral other Unitarians, to make 
a new Tranfjation of both the Old and New Tef- 
tament. 

VII. Ajeries of Letters to the Members of the 
New Jerujdem Churchy whi/ch was lately opened in 
Birmingham. Thefc were fairly tranfcribed, and 
were to have gone to the prefs the Monday fol- 
lowing ; and being on the moft friendly terms with 

' the minifter, and prindpal meofihers of that church, 
I had made an ^ppoinpne^t to meet theqn o^ the 
preceding Frjday, to read the work to them from 
the manufeript, in order to be fatisfied that I had 
i^ot moated any of their doftrines, and that I 
might hear their objeftioi^s to what I had written. 
A rough 4raft of a great p^rt of thefc Letters hap- 
pened to bp preferyjed, in confe;quence of taking 
^ copy of them by Meffrs. Boulton and Watt's 
ipn^chjiie^ ^ from this I have lately publifh^d 
them. 

VIII. Memoirs of my own Life, to bp pub- 
liflied after my death. 

D 3 IX. A great 
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IX. A great number of letters from my friends 
and learned foreigners, widi other papers. 

X. A ihort account of all the perfons whofc 
names are introduced into my chart of Biography, 
which I intended to publifli, though not very foon. 

XL Ulujtrations of Hartley* s doStrine of Affbcia- 
tion of Ideasy and farther Obfervations on the Human 
Mindy the publication of which I had promifed in 
the Preface to my EJfay on Education, This would 
perhaps have been the moft orignal, and nearly 
the laft, of my publications. The hints and loofe 
materials for it were written in feveral volumes, 
not one fcrap of which is yet recovered. 

* XII. Befides thefe, I had what had coft me 
much labour, though, as I did not mean to make 
any public ufe of them^ I do not much regret their 
lofs, viz. A large courfe of LeSlures on the Con- 
ftitution and Laws of Englandy and another on the 
Hifiory ofEnglandy which I had read when I was 
tutor at Warrington, and of which a fyllabus may be 
feen in the former editions of my EJfay on Education. 
In the fame clafs of manufcripts, not much to be 
regretted, I place a great variety of mifcellaneous 
juvenile compofitions, and coUeftions of which I 
occafionally made fome, though not much, ufe. 

XIII My lajl mily Receipts and Accounts. 

Let 
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Let any man of letters, arrived, as I am, to 
near the age of fixty, confider what muft have been 
my accumulation of curious papers of various 
kinds, from the variety and extent of my purfuits 
(greater unqueftionably than that of moft men now 
living) and think what I could not but have felt 
for their lofs, and their dilperfion into fuch hands 
as they fell into, and who make, as I hear, the 
moft indecent and improper ufe of them. This 
makes the cafe much worfe than that of mere 
plunder, and the deftruftion of books and papers 
by Goths and Vandals, who could not read any of 
them. Q[t was, however, no fmall fatisfaftion to 
me, to think that my enemies, having the freeft 
accefs to every paper I had, might be convinced 
that I had carried on no treafonable correfpondence, 
and that I had nothing to be concerned abCbut 
befides the efFedts of their impertinent curiofity, | 

The deftruftion of my library did not affeft 
me fo much on account of the money I had ex- 
pended upon it, as the choice of the books; having 
had particular objefts of ftudy, and having col- 
ledked them with great care, as opportunity ferved, 
in the courfe of many years. It had alfo been my 
cuftom to read almoft every book widh a pencil in 
my hand, marking the paffages that I wifhed to. 
look back to, and of which I propofed to make 
any particular ufe 5 and I frequently made an index 
to fuch pajQTages on a blank leaf at the end of the 
book. In confequence of this, other fets of the 
D 4 fame 
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fame work would not, by any means, be of the 
fame value to me; for I have not only loft the 
books, but the chief fruit of my labour and judge- 
ment in reading them. 

Alfo my laboratory not only contained a fet of 
the moft valuable and ufeful inftruments of every 
kind, and original fubftances for experiments, but 
other fubftances, the refults of numerous procefles^ 
referved for farther experiments; as every experi- 
enced chymift will fuppofe, and thefe cannot be 
replaced without repeating the procefies of many 
years. No money can repair damages of this kind, 
Alfo, feveral of my inftruments were either wholly, 
or in part, of my own conftruftion, and fuch as 
cannot be purchafed any where. 

fe^twithftanding this deftrudion of my manu- 
, I do not know that fuch a calamity could 
have happened at a more convenient time, in the 
courfe of the laft ten years. Had it been during 
the eompofition of my Hifiory of early Opinions con- 
eerrring Cbrifty my Cbwxh Hiftory^ or the New Edition 
ofwf Pbilofopbical JVorks^ I could never have com- 
pleted, or refumed them; nor without the books 
which I then had, could I have undertaken what 
I have done fince. Very happily alfo, I had 
finiflied a long courfe of experiments on the doc- 
trine of fblogiftoHy and the eompofition of water ^ and 
my laft paper on the fubjcA was juft printed for 
the Pbilofopbical Tra^aSions.! 

^ One 



On ibe Riots in Birmingbam. 41 

Oijc of the^oft mortifying circumftanccs in 
this calamity walsBie dilperfion of a great number 
d letters from my private friends, from the earlieft 
period of my correlpondence, into the hands o^ 
pcrfons wholly deftitute of generofity or honour.J 
Thefe letters I had carefully arranged, fb that I 
could immediately turn to any of them, when I 
wiftied to look back to them, as a memorial of 
former friendfhips, or for any other purpofe. But 
they were kept in a box which was ordered by my 
laft will to be burned without infpeftion. Now, 
however, letters which I did not wifh even my 
(fxecutors to fee, were expofed, without mercy or 
fhame, to all die world.J No perfon of honour 
will pren look into a letter not direded to himfelf. 
But (mine have not only been expofed to every 
curious, impertinent eye, but, as I am informed, 
are eagerly perufed, commented upon, and their 
ienfe pervgxfd, in order to find out fomething 
againft me7_| 

Some of fny private papers are faid to have 
been fcnt to tnr*fecretary of flate. But fecretaries 
of fhite, I prefume, are gentlemen^ and confider 
themfdves as bound by die fame rules of juftice 
and honour that are acknowledged to bind odier 
men, and therefore, if this be jb£ cafe, thefe papers 
will certainly be returned to tt^\ 

Of this kind of ill ufagd I do not accufe the 
illiterate mob, who made tbe^eveftarion ^ for few 
of them> I fuppofe, could read, but thoie pcrfons 

of 
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of better educaton into whofe hands the papers 
afterwards came. yHad perfons of this clafs inter- 
pofed, and exerted themfelves, they might, no 
doubt, have faved the greateft part of tbisy to me 
moft valuable property, for the lofs of which (but 
more efpecially for the ungenerous ufe that was 
made of it) no compenfation can be made me. 

My numerous correlpondents in diffia:ent coun- 
tries of Europe, but more efpeciall/ thofe who 
wrote to me in confidence in this country, will be ' 
as much affedted by this cataftrophe as myfelf I 
might, no doubt, have deftroyed thofe letters, and 
other private papers, myfelf But I could not fore- 
fee that men would aft the part of brut^jrwithout 
the lead regard to law, to common equity, huma- 
nity, or decency A and that |n event fhould happen 
at the clofe of ^ eighteenth century, of which it 
will not bo^afy to find a parallel for three centu- 
ries before. I For the perfecutions of chriftians by 
heathens, ami of proteftants by papifts, were gene- 
rally condufted by fomc rule-y and in matters of 
folity and religion fome decent regard was ftill paid 
to a man's private concerns^ in which the ftate had 
no intereft. Not to feel fuch loffes as thefe, and 
fuch ufage as this, would be not to be a man. 
But I am a chriftian, and I hope I bear them as 
fuch, acknowledging the hand of God, as well as 
that of man, in all events 

I was alfo much confoled by the addrejfes I re-, 
ceived, not only from particular perfons, but from 

various 
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various bodies of men, who interefted themfelves 
in my fufFerings. Some, if not all of them, I ftiall 
infert in the Appendix-, as they may ferve to en- 
courage other perfons in the purfuit t)f truth and 
the praftice of virtue, notwithftanding the utmoft 
malice of their enemies. I need not fay that I re- 
ceived the greateft confolation from the addrefles 
of my congregation, and efpecially thofe of the 
younger part of it, to whom I had given particular 
attention. 



ItEFLECTIOKS 



REFLECTIONS. 



AFTEk the |>recfeding detail of faff s^ I now 
proceed to lay bcfor6 my readers a feries of iR^- 
Jlellitms to which they have given occafion, and I 
hope they ate fuch as will not be without their 
life ; and then, great as my lofs has been ftated to 
be, it will not be the fubjeft of any regret. 



SECTION L 
Of the Power ofReJentment to prevent Compuffion. 

I CANNOT help obferving on this 
occafion, as on a thoufand others, how much the 
kaft caufe of refcntmcnt tends to ftifle every emo- 
tion of fympathy and compaffion. 

Had any pferfon whatever ipent a great part of 
his life in die merely innocent employment of col- 
lefting medals, watching with the utmoft anxiety 
every opportunity of completing his fuite; had an- 
other given the fame time to a coUeAion of fhells, 
fbflUs, prints, or books of any particular clafs, 

without 
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any farther view than that of amufing himfelf and 
his friends ; and any of his neighbours, who knew 
in what manner, and how long, he had been em- 
ployed, have come, and deftroyed the labours of 
his life in an hour, there are few perfons, I believe, 
who would not have felt for the injury. For every 
man's labours are of value to himfelf; and every 
man has a natural right to enjoy the fruit of his 
labours, provided they do not interfere with the 
enjoyments of others. An injury of this kind 
would be confidered as an injury done to fociety 
itfelf, which engages for the proteftion of every in- 
dividual in the quiet enjoyment of his innocent gra- 
tifications and purfuits, whatever they be. Every 
perfon would make the cafe his own, and have 
confidered what he himfelf would have felt, not 
after having fpent his life in the fame purfuits, be- 
caufe for them he might have had no particular 
tafte, but in any purfuit equally pleafing to him, 
and would have refented the injury with the greateft 
fenfibility. 

tead this perfon's purfuits been of acknowledged 
to the public, and in the eye of the world 
done credit to his country, and to his agej had 
they been the labours of a Boyle, a Newton, or a 
Franklin, or thofe of a Pope, an Addifon, or a 
Locke, that had been thus wantonly and malici- 
oufly deftroyed, all the world in a manner, and his 
country in particular, would have taken fire at the 
injury, i^nd have thought no punilhmcnt too great 
for 

But 



ary,iand 
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/ But let politicly or religion^ be concerned ; let 
tnc-n:urious colleftor, the naturalift, the poet, or 
the philofopher, be fufpefted to be of an unpopular 
party in either, and the very circumftance that 
would have filled his countrymen with compaflion 
for him, and with rage againft his plunderers, 
would make many rejoice in the mifchief; and 
. without the leaft regard to the innocence, or public 
merit, of his purfuits, they would receive a gratifi- 
cation from the idea of their hereby having it in 
their power to give him and his friends the more 
fenfible paiflj Nay, provided they conceived that 
any advantage would accrue from it to their party, 
they would take a favage pleafure in deftroying 
him, and his labours together. 

Such has been the fcene exhibited at Birming- 
ham, and I wifti it may prove an inftru6live leffon 
to mankind. I do not fay what I have been, or 
what I have done. But had I been a Boyfe, a 
Newton, or a Franklin, or had I had ten times the 
merit of each, or of all of them, I am confident, 
from what I have heard and obferved, that this 
circumftance would only have been an excitement 
ta my enemies to the mifchief they have done me. 
^The higher 1 had ftood in the good opinion of my 
tfiends, or of the public, the gream\leafure would 
they have taken in pulling me dgacpP 

^ This has, moreover, been done by perfons 
wno"^o not want private virtue, by perfons of 
honour, juftice, apd feeling in common lifeTlind 

^^ho 
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who, if I had not been obnoxious to them on ac- 
count of my opinions^ would have relieved me in 
diftrefs, and have done me any kindnefs in their 
power J nay who, if they had had any knowledge of 
literature, or fcicnce, might perhaps have been 
proud of having me for a townfman and acquaint- 
ance, and have taken a pleafure in ihewing ftran* 
gers the place where I lived* 

1 Had I been a tkrgyman (rf'the church of Eng- 
land;^ of little or no reputation, and the injury been 
done by Diflenters, no punifhment would have 
been thought fuiELcient for the perpetrators of fo 
much wickednefsJand, in the eyes of the nation, 
the whole feftjRnild have been thougjit deierving 
of extirpation.! Like the death of Charles I. the 
guilt of it woirifl have been entailed upon our 
lateft pofterity. 

I was forcibly ftruck with this idea on feeing a 
moil ingenious imitation of plants in paper, cut 
and painted fo like to nature, that, at a very fmall 
diftance, no eye could have perceived the differ- 
ence; and by this means they were capable of 
being prcferved from the attacks of infers, fo as 
to be greatly preferable to any bortus ficcus. It 
appeared to me that weeksj and in fome cafes 
months, muft have been employed on fome fingle 
plants, fo exquifitely were they finifhed. 

What would diis ingenious and dcferving young 
lady have felt, how would her ^mily and friends^ 

how 
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how woi4d all bot^nifts^ diougk they fliould pqly 
h^ve heard of the ingepiptis C9n):nv^ae| and pf the 
labour and time ihe hud fpent yppn )^er plan(;&f 
nay, bow would the country in general hav^ be^i^ 
filkd with indignatio«> had any cftvious fem#te 
neighbour wme by force, or feal«h, ^t&d d^pwa 
all her flowers into the fire, and thus cleftroyed j^ 
the fruits of her jj^enuity, and patient wprkiftg % 
years, in a fingle moment. .And yet a|rriab,^xf»ir 
lent as it was, might with certainty have been done 
again, and perhaps in an improved manner. If 
this particular lady had not had time, or inclination, 
to do the fame work over again, (he might have 
inftrufted others, and precautions might have been 
taken to prevent fuch a misfortune a fecond time. 

But thahayoc tb^t w^ mac}^ in almott as (hort 
a fpace orTime in my library and., laboratory, 
pei^er myiMm any body elfe can repair; and yet 
thpufand^, iand ti^n thmifaift^, I Imvieaeidoubt^xaflf 
Co far frpm feeling mf fympetjif with rnr^ iiriingr 
friends, oii tht occafjon, that thi^y rejoice :init>;antf 
would ngoicfj. ^e more, in puopp^don as th^ irrcl' 
parable mifchicf had becjfi greater*^ / 'o 

If theUspie malicious femalevfliould not Pnly 
have thrown this lady's flowers into the jfire^'^yt 
ranfacked her apartments, and, getting polTefllon of 
all her private . ktter;?, bi*v/5 anaufcd herfelf with 

♦So far am I' from being confidered an ifijuud per fan by many* 
ttfarthey'fcruple not to confider me a^ the proper gaufe of the death 
of thofe who weiie executed for the riots, in fliort, nothing Ids than a 
murdfttr. Such is the idea conveyed by the author of a ballad in imi- 

£ tation 
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reading them, and publilhing them in all the neigh- 
bourhood, in order to do her all the injury in 
hei* poweri would not the crime be thought 
worthy of the fcvereft puniftiment, as a violent 
breach of all the bonds of fociety ? And yet in my 
cafe, this very outrage has been committed with- 
out any fenfe of guilt in the perpetrators, or the 
by-ftanders of the fame party. Such is the baneful 
influence of party fpirit. 



SECTION il : 

Ofe^ coming to Birmingham not the CtMufe of th Party 
Vlv. Spirit in the Plqee^ 

J ■ XT will be evident Yrom the preceding 
tiarnitive' that my coming to Birmingham was by 
no means the caufe, as is now afferted, of the party 

Jjpirit which' fo: unhappily prevails in that place. 

^very thing, that I wrote refpefting the eftabliflied 
church was occafioiiech by Ahe writings of others 
againft the Diflenters>yIn(aa'C^c whatever was I 

fation of the feng oiWsUiam and Margant, fent to me by die poft 
fi^m^hefter. 
, This is the ^ark and fearful hour. 

When Ghofts their wrongs difclofe. 
i. ^- ' Now graves give up their dead, to haunt 

The guilty foul's rcpofe. 
Bethink thee, Prieftley, of thy fault. 

Thy love of civil ftrife 5 * 

And give me back my honeft fame,^ 
And give me back my life, 

the 
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die aggreflbr jj nd I never troubled even my own 
congregation with a fingle difcpurle on the fubjeft, 
though this bad been done ^ain and again, by my 
predeccflbr Mr. gourne; and I. never heard that 
-he .was particularly complained of on that account. 

I The long controverfy I had on the fubjedt of 
'tlir7n»i&y, which, however, had no particular re- 
fpeft to Birmingham, .was the confequence of the 
attack of Bilhop Horfley, and others of the:clergy, 
on one part of my Hijlory of the Corruptions of 
Chriftianity. All my Defences of Unttarianifmy 
written in the coiirfe of this controverfy, are before 
the Public, and I appeal to all impartial readers, if 
they be not calm replies to fome of the mod viru- 
lent modes of attack of which there are any exam- 
ples in this, or in. any other, country. TheBifhop's 
profefleil objeft was to deftroy my credit in totOy 
ib.diat nojthing that I fhedld ever write on the 
fubjcifl: nii^t be regarded. ^J , ^ 

BefideSjSdaatdid I do, urged as I was, in cwjx 
poffible - merfibd, more than propofe xt\y }ypintons\ 
with the reafons on which ^ey were founded/ 
There was fib violence in thifi^jlind cannot opinion 
be oppofed^y opinion, and argument by^arjgu- 
ment? 1 ferioufly think that the doftrine of the 
divine unity ^2iS oppofed tp that of the trinity ^ is of 
the greateft iriiportance m chriftianity; and it is 
-likewife my opinion, that cpvil efiablifhments cf chrif- 
timity are the bane of it,, tending to increafe, and to 
perpetuate, every abufe that has been introduced 
£ 2 into 
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into it. But manjTpther perfons have maintained 
the fame opinioi\sJ and have held the i^pie lan- 
guage^ before me. I, thereforc/think ipi peculiar 
honour to my writings, that my adverfaries have at 
length found no method of replying to them fo ef- 
fefhial as'deftroying my property, and attempting 
my life^ inftigating a furious mob to commit fuch 
ravages on general literature, as the European 
world has not kncorn fince the ages of adcnow- 
kdged barbarifm. / 






SECTION III. 



Of Dijfenters meddling with Politics. 

\ IT is faid by many that, if 1 had not 
meddled with politics the riots in Birmingham 
would not have taken place. But this alfo is an 
hypothcfis not fupportcd by fa6b^ If the indigna- 
tion of the populace had been excited^gainft me as 
a politician, and not as a Difrcnter,LjKhy did they 
begin with demolifhing the mecting-houfe, before 
they proceeded to my owryhoufe, or made any 
attempt upon my perfon m Why did diey de* 
moliih the Old Meeting, the minifters of which 
had never appeared in a political charafter ? And 
what had Mr. Taylor and Mr. John Ryland.ever 
done in a political capacityj^^lhe rioters evidendy 
znade no diftin^^on between political Diflcitters 

and 
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and others, but confined their outrages to thole 
who are generally called the more liberal, or unita- 
rian DiiTenters, as conceiving them to be pecu- 
liarly hoftile to the dhurch, and therefore to the 
ftate, as connefted with the churchT/ 

CSut what have been my writings as a politician ? 
Iney are very inconfiderable»/lnd never, that I un- 
derftood, gave much ofFence. All the time that I 
was with the Marquis of Lanfdowne, which was 
fcven years, in which I had no employment as a 
minifter, I never wrote a political pamphlet, or 
paragraph. My. ftudies were then, as before, and 
fince, theology y pbilofophyy and general lUerature. 

My EJfay on the Firfi Principles of Government^ 
which, of all my writings, may be thought the 
molt ofFenfive to the friends of arbitrary power, 
was publiftied more than twenty years ago, and 
never proceeded farther than a fecond edition, 
which alfo has been on fale almoft twenty years; 
fo that it could not have given any recent provoca- 
tion. The political part of my LeSures on Hijiory 
and General Policy ^ is much in favour of the civil 
part of our prefent conftitution, though not without 
hinting at fuch improvements in it, as many up- 
right and enlightened perfons of all denominations, 
wilh for. 

C"Suppofing, however, that I had written much 
ore largely on politics, particular as well as ge- 
, neral, is this a fubjeft that Diffcntcrs muft not ^ 

E 3 touch ?J 
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touch ?) As equal citizens, have we not an equal 
intereft m the concerns of the ftate ; and does 
it not behove tis to watch over that intereft, as 
n>uch as jjlhers, whofc ftake in it is not greater 
than ours ?/ 



GiOH 



[hen the government was friendly to the Dif- 
fenters, our rulers were glad enough to avail them- 
felves both of our pens and of our fwords. Our 
right to give our opinion in affairs of ftate was not 
then qucftioned ; and what has happened to affe£t 
that right fince ? | It is plain that it is only our 
exercife of that/ight that ^ves offence. No 
complaint was ever made of the conduft of Mr. 
Bradbury, who was continually preaching political 
fermons, and who had a great hand in promoting 
the acceflSon of the houfe of Hanover, except by 
the clergy, who were generally enemies of that 
ftcceffion. 

C Though no change has taken place in our ge- 
ral principles, our opinions are now fuppofcd to 
be unfavourable to the maxims of thofe who have 
the conduft of adminiftration; and hence the new 
language, that DiflTcmers, and particularly dificnt- 
ing minifters, Mght to confine themfelves to mat- 
ters of religion ,J and that, content with our tolera- 
tion, we ought not even to refieft on the efta- 
blilhed church, which is now confidered as an 
cflential part of the ftate. . I was never complained 
of for having meddled with pbilo/ophyy which is as 
foreign to my proper profeffion as politics. 

But 
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"C' But in what fenfe can this be called a free 
founfryy if every citizen be not at full liberty to de- 
liver his opinion, in fpeaking or writingj on any 
f fubjedt whatever, without the dr^ of civil penal- 
ties, legally or illegally infliaed/ And how is our 
religion even toleratedy if we be debarred the privi- 
lege of writing in its defence, and freely advancing 
whatever we may deem of importance for that 
purpofe ? 

/ If umbrage be taken at Diflenters writing on 
any particular fubjeft, let us, at leaft, be prohibited 
by laWy and let not any man be puniflied for doing 
what no known law makes to be a crime, and 
which in itfelf may be highly meritorious!? Let 
an Ka of Parliament be made to declare it felony, 
or freafon, for any Diflenter (or if that be thought 
too much, for any diffenting minifter) to write a 
political pamphlet, finding fault with the conftitu- 
tion, or arraigning the conduft of adminiftration, 
and we (hall then confider what is to b^ done in 
thefe new circumftancesj 

Some /Weak politicians, and high churchmen^ 
as an excufe for not appearing difpleafed at the 
riots in Birmingham, which did not afFeft the Gal- 
viniftic DifTenters, allege that the DifTenters of this 
day are a very different fet of perfons from thofc 
of former timts, for whom the Aft of Toleration 
was providecJJ This, no doubt, is true. All bo- 
dies of men have changed in a courfe of time, and 
the DifTenters among the reft, TW clergy of the 
E4 V^ cftablifhed 
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iilablifhed church are by no means the fame that 
they were at the Revdlutioft; fbf they wfere dicrt 
generally th^ enemies of the prefent reigning fa- 
milyj thbugh they now maJj#-fo great a boaft of 
Hieir being the friends of it- y With rcfpeft to 
their religious fentiments, they'are greatly changed 
indeed fincfc the time of Queen Elitabeth, beihgi 
from Predcftinarians, become almofl: uhiverfally 
Arminians, and till of late the more learned of their 
body are well known to have been Arians, There 
has alfo been a great change in the general fenti- 
tnencs of many of the Roman Catholics, But, to 
& politician^ die only queftion is whether any of 
thefe changes of opinion give them lefs right to the 
prdtcftlon t^ civil government 

{]jrhe principal change in the Diflenters is fimilar ' 
to that which has taken place among the members 
t>f the church of England. They hjye receded 
farther from the fyftem of Calvinifm. / Many of 
them became Ariaps, and many are ndw Unitarians, 
Jberetofore more generally called Socinians. But 
nyhat has this to do with civil government ? Can 
it be pretended that the man who confines his 
adoration to (me Gody and who calls this one God 
the G^ (md Father ^ Jefus Cbrifiy is a worfe fubjea 
of civil government than he who, in addition to 
die worfhip of this one God, pays eqtisU divine 
honoutii to Jefus Chrift, and alfo to another divine 
peribn called tie Holy Gbsft, or than he who adds 
to aU thefe the wodhip of the Virgin Mary, aod-i 
of all die ^ts and angels in the Popilh calendari^ 

The 
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The yicft ion is furely too ridiculous to be difcufled. 
Why tKcn fhould unitarian Diflcnters be more ex* 
pofed to lawleis violence, ind left out of the pro-*- 
teftion of the ftate, than trinitarian Diflcnters, or 
than the Roman Catholics, to whom the &vour 
*f government has of late been very jufUy ex- 
tended.^ 

It isUrue alfo, that many of the Diflenters are 
t>f late bcpome enemies to all civil tftablifhments of 
religiou^ But fo alfo are many Catholics, and even 
many members of the church of England itfelf. 
And mwhat fenfe are th^y enemies, and how arg.. 
they roT^e dreaded, and guarded againft, aa fuch 2U 
They are\oi4y enemies in point oi argume^^jU^hty 
think it would be better for all ftates not to trouble 
themfelves about reli^on, or at leaf): not to give 
any preference to one form of it more than to an^ 
other. But this is^ot an opinion fdfywhich they 
will difturb the peace of any ftate^^^^hey wi(h 
to have tbisy as well as every othg; great queftion, 
interef^ig to man and to fbcietC^to be freely dif*^ 
cuflcd^ Jput what is the proper u(e and termination 
of difcuffimy befidcs the prevalence of truth and of 
general bappinefs ? No man who does not perfift in . 
fupporting what he himfelf believes to be falfe and 
mifchievous, will ever fay the contrary. Why then 
(hould not Diflenters, and all other perfons, be 
tolerated in maintaining tbiSy as well as any other 
opinion, diough it has a remote relation to prac- 
tice, as, indeed, every opinion of much importance 
fieceflarily has. 

Whatever 
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I Whatever were my political fentimchts, though ] 
i^jhould be an avowed republican, and, as a 
perfon high in office, but, in this refped, of litde 
information, lately faid of me, " ready to de- 
*^ ftroy the king, the houfe of Lords, and houfe 
♦* of Conimons too*," as this mifchiefi unleis I 
were the dragon of Wantley, could only be efFeftcd 
by argument^ by convincing the people, that fuch 
defcriptions of men were ufeldk or mifchievous, to 
them, tc would be nojuftifiableve^foii for infli£ting 
on nic what I have fuffered. / 

^my publications, be they what they will, be 
not contrary to law,, but merely fophiftical, let 
them be anfwered. My enemies will hardly fay 
that my abilities as a writer are fuch, that, even 
without the advantage of trutby I can out- write all 
my opponents, and, in fpite of all thein^orts, get 
the great body of the people on my fi4e/ And till 
this be done jhe ftate is in no manner of danger 
from me. ijf by writing, or afting, 1 expoie my- 
felf to the cenfure of the law, let it have its courfei 
but let not perfons, under the pretence of fupport- 
ing government y encourage lawleff^olence, fubvcr- 
five of all government whatever^ 

If by our writings any perfon be injured in 
his private charafter, or affairs, Diffenters are pu- 

. r • Such language as this mav be faid to have been unintentionallj 
tlie<€aufe of the riots in Birmingham, with as much probability as the 
fpcech of king Henry II. was that of the murder of Becket. The 
known, or the fuppofed, wiflies of men in power do not always require 
to be accompanied with pofitive ordpn^ They ihouid, therefore, be 
particularly cautious what they fey,"^ 

mlhablQ 
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mfliabk by 'law, like other citizens. But public 
meafures, and public charafters, have always been, 
and it is to be hoped, always will be, open to public 
animadveriion in this country. Otherwife, there 
is an end of all true liberty ; or if from this liberty 
the Diflenters alone are excluded, it is no free 
country for usy whatever it may be for odiers. 
/Whenever I find myfelf debarred the exercife of the 
invaluable privilege of perfe6t freedom of fpeech 
andwritir^, I fhall confider it as a fignal for my 
departure to fomc other part of the jsfdtld, where 
it can be enjoyed without moleftation. j 



SECTION ly. 



^be Bigotry of the High Church Party the true Cauje 
of the Riots. 



CTi 



HAT the true fource of the late riots 
in Birmingham was religious bigotry^ and the ani- 
mofity of the high church party againft the DiC- 
fenters, and efpecially againft 'the Prefbyterians and 
Unitarians, and not the commemoration of the 
French Revolution, is evident from all that has 
palSed before^, at, and after , the dxfZ^ 

In the fcjblic houfes where the people were 
inflaming themfelves with liquor, all that da^ and 
fome time before, thererWere heard execrations of 

the 
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the moft horrid kind againft the Pt^fiyteri^j One 
pcrfon was heard not only to wifh damnaftSn to 
thcm> but that *^ G9d Almighty would make a 
« week's holiday for the purpofe of damning them." 
The mob did not arrive at the Hotel till nK>re 
than two hours after the company had left it> and 
there $hey demanded only nryfelfj who had not been 
therCtJ No part of their vengeance fell upon any 
churchman^ whether at the dinner or not. After 
demolifhing the two meedng-houies, and every 
thing belong to me^ their next objefts were the 
houfes of Mr. Taylor and Mr. John Ryland^ who 
were well known to have been much averfe to the 
fchen>e of the dinner /and during the whole courfc 
of the outrages, the conftant cry was Church j^d 
KiNG^ and Down with the Presbyterians^ 

That thcLfelebration of the French^ Revolution 
was not the true caufe of the riots^has indeed 
fufHciently appeared from the narrative part of this 
work. That thcTplan was laid fome tirpe befoc^ 
and that/proper peffons were provided to conduft 
itj is provable from this circumftance, that th<^ ^n 
the mob who direftcd the reft, ^"ho were evi- 
dently not of the loweft clafs, andiwho were fome* 
Umes called their kaders, were not known to hun- 
dreds of all defcriptions of the inhabitants of the 
town, who obferved them attentively; fo that per- 
fons who were no DifTenters, concluded that they 
came from a diftance, and probably from London. 
The proper Birmingham mob were often perfuaded 
to defift from their attempts^ till they were joined 

by 
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by thcfc men, who both inftigated them to mif- 
dhief, and dire£bed them how to^rocecd in the 
&orteft and moft efieAual manhex/ 

Iff here be any foundation for this &ppofition> 
th^lan of the riots mtlft have been laid fome time 
before, and of courfe, have been entirely inde- 
pendent both of the band-hill and of die Resolution 
dinner^ any farther than the latter directed to the 
proper time for the execution of the fcheme, as 
thefe^reftors muft have been engaged before 
hand^Timc, it is hoped, will ihr^w fome light 
on tHis dark bufinels. It wa$ probably inceqded 
to humble and intimidate the Diflenters, by fome 
peribns who thought it mot^rudent to do it by a 
mob, than by legal mcthodsy/ 

' AThat the ftorm was dine^ied folely againft tho& 
thaWre conimonly caUcd the more liberal Difr 
fenters, and not the Cal^niftic ones, was evi^snt 
^om the whole courfe of it, in which tl\o^ode6 
and mceting-houfes of the latter were fparedj The 
only exception was the houfe of Mr. Hutfx>n wh^ 
attends public worfhip at Carr's Lane, but whofk 
fon and daughter belong to the New Meeting. It 
is alfo thought that he was obnoxious to the lower 
clafles of the people on account of tiie ftrift and 
exemplary difcharge of his duty in the Court of 
liequefts. Let us how fee what paiTed fubfeqtieiQt 
to the event. 

The 
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\^The exultation of the high church pirty, nor 
oniy in Birmingham, but through the kingdom in 
general, on the fucccfe^of this crofade, was un-. 
difguifed and boundlelj/ All tWH^ewfpapers both 
Jn town and country, in the londifft of which 
they had particular influence, were fujl of the 
grofleil abufe of the Diflenters,. and cfpecially of 
myfelf J and fuch narratives of the proceedings were 
publiftied as cannot be accounted for fronri mif- 
'take, or mifapprehenfion, but- muft haj^been wil- 
fully fabricated for the worft of purpofes^ Of this 
I have, in the Appendix, No. III. given one ex- 
ample from the paper called Thb Times. 

-j There were many of the high church party 
Wlio did not hefitate to iky that, if the mifchief had 
terminated with the deftruftion of my houfe, and 
every thing belofi^ng to mcj all had been well, 
^oihe openly lamented diat the ntob had not feized 
rmc^r thatdhhadnot perilhed in the conflagra- 
tioii^yOnelelergyman in a public alTize fermon, 
callfed. our fuflFerings wholijme correffm; and an- 
other declared that, if all my writings were put 
fogedier, and myfelf were placed on the top of 
themj he Ihould rejoice to fet fire to the pileT] 

' C Many of the high church party were fo far 
ftorrriamcntingimy fufferings, or complaining of 
.the illegd manner in which the mifchief was done, 
that they fcrupled not to juftify it, on the pretence> 
though abfolutely groundlefs, that my writings 

were 
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were hoftile to the Jiate, if not direftly, vet indi- 
redtly fo, as being hoftile to the cburcbZj^f^ in* 
ftance of this, and one of the moft moderate of its 
kind, I fhallgive in the Appendix, No. VI. on 
account of the fingular circumftance of its being 
printed together with my own Letter to the Inhabit 
tants of Birmingham, and thrown into many houfes 
in London, with the title of Self-murder, or 

the DoCTp^^RIED AKD CONVICTED ON HIS OWN 
EVIDENCE* / 

The ftrangeWiptence of the fame party fpirit 
tlfo appeared by SLfJ^and-Ull, which was diftributed 
in London the day after my arrival there, of which 
a copy is given. Appendix, No. VII. This could 
only be intended to point me out as a proper 
ofegeft of deftrudtion, by fome perfon who wanted 
the.cour^, though not the will, to dilpatch me 
bimfelf.^ 

At the lame time I received an anonymous 
letter, from a perfon who faid *^ he was concerned 
** for my misfortunes and my folly," advifing me 
to " have a ftri£k guard on my future conduft;*' 
adding, ^' Depend upon it. If you' proceed to 
^ foment difturbances in diis place, nobody can 
<^ anfwer for your fafety. I can aflure you the 
^^ people of this country will not iee/their happy 
^ conftitudon infuked by any man." / 

The^ikme ipii^t/^ras but too apparent during 
tho^ triasl7the^ m notorious of the rioters beings 
^^' — acquitted / 
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acquitted by the juryfagai^ft the cleareft evidence,.^ 
to die afttmifhmcnt of the judge, and all the courtr-^ 
and Aeir^quittal was received with the loudeft 
applaufe by die furrounding audience. Nor was 
this indecent exultation confined to thofe of the 
lower clafs, who were heard to wilh « that the Bir- 
" mingham coin might circulate through die king- 
dom." Two perfons of better condition, as I was 
informed, meeting in die Town HaU at Warwick, 
immediately after die acquittal of two of die prin- 
cipal rioters, one of diem obferved to the other, 
that they "had fucceeded beyond their expec- 
«* tations, arid that fince thofe tvr<\ hearty cocks" (as 
« he called them) were fafe, he did not much care 
« for die rtft." The poor wretches who were kft 
to be han^, it is prefumed, were fuch as knew 
no fecretsr/This very much refembles die cafe 
of DemaiVl, who was condemned for burning a 
Meeting-houfe in the time of Queen Ann, but was 
afterwards pardoned, and in die report of die trial, 
by judge Fofter. is caUed " one of Dr. SachcvercU's | 
« ablefk advocates.'' 

We ftill have confidence in die juftice of our 
country widircfpea to our -imflfw. Asto^«, I 
we never wilhcd to take any more dian might be 
deemed necd&ry for oiir own future fecunty, and 
the peace of the country. We ftiaU ftiU be fuf- 
ferers in common with odiers, and much more 
than diey, widi refpe£t to diings for which no in- ^ 
dcmnification can be made us. 

They 
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Tfee fame high church (|>if it prevailed through 
fnloft parts of Engiand, afld iti places where I had 
nothing to dof. iiSittiilar outrages were threatened, 
and apprehended) at M^ncheftei^ and it is thought 
they would have fakeii pkce there, as well as at 
Birmingham^ if fome (bldiei's had not been ft^tioned 
in that town. Many are of opinion that if Dn Price 
had been living, the ftornri would havelfallen at 
Hackney in preference to Birmingham. fA friend 
of mine at E^teter, who had invited me ib Ipend 
a few weeks with him this |fWt»mer> faid that he 
durft not now receive me. ^hc Diffenters were 
alio threatened by the high church party at Briftol, 
at Taunton^ at M aidftonCj and other places very 
diftant from each othcn\ However, diings wore 
a better afpeft in the northern, and in fome of 
ihe eaftern parts of the kingdom. I had friends 
who offered me an afylum at Leeds, Norwich, 
and Ipfwich. 

It will not be eafy to produce an example of 
treatment fo mercilefs and (hanVeful as mine has 
been; and yet the high church party ate perpe- 
tually faying, that, though the proceeding has been 
irregular y y have not, in faft, received more than 
I tkferved.\As to my manufcripir, they fay that the 
lofs of one part of them, viz. the philofophical 
ones, is fufficiendy compenfated for by the lofs of 
the other, viz. the theological ontsi fo that 1 have 
my deferts, and the public is oh the whole no 
lofer. This, however, is a virtual acknowledg- 
ment that, in their apprehenfions, there was fomc- 

F thing. 
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thing peculiarty formidable in my theol<^cal writ- 
ings and that they found it eafier to difpole <^ 
them in any other way than by anfwering thenu/ 
This condu£t is as weak as thdr arguments have 
always been; fince, as was the cafe with the books 
of the Sybils> the deftruftion of fome of my writ- 
ings increafes the value of thofe that are pre<- 
lerved; and by this moft convincing proof of the 
fuccels of ffiry wridngSy other peribns will be ex- 
cited to write, thou^ I fliould be fo overwhelmed 
by my misfortunes, as to be incapacitated from 
writing any more. 

r^ever fhall / be heard to rejoice in the de- 
llcu&ion. of any of the performances of my oppo- 
nents. On the contrary, I have always wiflicd, as 
my writings will evidence, that they had been 
more numerous, in order that their futility might 
more clearly appeafTlBut my adverfaries muft 
have found that this conduft would not fo well 
fuit them, and therefore that their ikriidom was 
not to produce any books of their own; but to 
deftroy mine. 

On this occafion,* which would have called 
^rth the commiferation of generous adverfaries, 

V-, • In an anonymous manufcript ballad, intltled 7be Qbojf and the 
DoSor, fent me by the poft from Ckefter, one of the perfpns lately 
jcxecuted for the riots, repreiented as a man of " honeft fame'* and a 
•* iimple zealot/* appears to me, and reproaches me as the •« pro- 
«« fefled prieft of fedition,** whofe objeft it has been to preach the de- 
ftru£Uon of all order, as the caufe of his death, which in juftice I 
ought to fuffer. After this I am made to rife ** raving from my bed,'* 
and to " bum my pen," with a refolution never to write again^^ To 
this is added ^Jit mnc4 bm fiiqut i;f mu fcfforibw frecantur. 

But 
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there have appcarecTftrongcr marks of virulence 
againft the Diffenters^han have been known for 
many years beforej Not a grain of merit has been 
allowed to us, as a compenfation for the crimes of 
which we are accufedj and we are particularly 
charged with the greatefl: ingratitude againft the 
governnrient under which we live. 

Dr. Tatham of Oxford, exulting over us on 
this occafion, fpeaks of the Diflenters as gracioujly 
indiilged. But whether is it our fyftem of religion, 
or hisy that is mod gracioufly indulged, and which 
of them is beft entitled to this indulgence? Will 
a mere parliamentary fanftion give any form of re- 
ligion a preference in the eye of God and of rea- 
fon; and if this fhould be a cafe in which the 
judgment of roan ihall be found to , differ from 
that of God, it will by no means be the firil of the 
kind. The time is approaching when eveiy thing 
of this nature will be weighed in a jufter balance 
than they ufually are at prefent, and while we are 
all waiting for (his final deciflon, let us be humble 
and forbearing. 

But though many of the clergy expreffed the 
moft rancorous fentiments againft us, there have 
appeared on this occalion among them men of 

But the zealots of Blrminghaix], and this martyr to the church of 
England among the reft, took a much more natural method to filence 
me than this ballad maker (probably a clergyman) of Ckefter. What 
he and his friends only frt^ed fwy they ufed the proper means to fe- 
cure. That they were difappointed in their fchejniwas not their 
fault. They may fuccccd better in a fecond atempt^ | 

F 2 the 



68 An Appeal to the Public 

the moil liberal minds and prmcipks, who ex- 
preffed the greateft abhorrence of the conduft and 
fentiments of the reft of their body, and who, to* 
gether with fome generous minded laity of the 
cftablifhment, were among the firft to afford mc 
the moft fubftantial ailiftance. 



SECTION V. 

Of the Pretence that Government was adverjt to the 
B^enters and favoured the Rioters. 

IT was unfbrtunat^^a very general 
cpnion that Government fevoured the vioknt pro- 
ceedings^gainft the Difienters at Birmingham. It 
was thelconftant cry of the rioters, in the courfe 
of their ravages, " We have nothing to fear.^Thc 
*' juftices are for us. Government is for us A and 
when they were told the troops were cogiin^ they 
faid the foldiers were on their fide. jTwhen the 
king's proclamation, offcrii^ the reward of an 
hundred pounds for the difcovery and conviction 
of any perfon concerned in the riot was publifhed, 
fome of the people were heard to cry, *' Is he then 
** turned Preftyterian, and are we to be hanged for 
this?" Similar language JKas held by fome who 
ought to have known betteri 

This 
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This is ^ciraimftance which it grcady con- 
cerns the govfcrnors of a country to attend to, if 
they wifh to preferve the peace of it, and extend 
their proteftion alike to all the fubjefts. For if 
any fmall part of the community, and efpecially 
fuch members of it as are leaft difpofed to vio- 
kncc, be held out, or imagined to be held out, -to 
the reft of the community, as unworthy ofproteffion, 
they will be confidered as in a ftate of profcription, 
and pc«ff)er objefts of perfecution, expofed to every 
inliiltj^nd they will hai^jno refource but^ tem- 
porary felf defence, and final emigratiorvx^ And 
furely theuypericnce of the laft century muft have 
ihewa this country (he impolicy^ if not the wicked- 
ncfs, of fuch irritationJ 

The Diilenters have no mob to oppofe to fuch 
abandoned wretches as commited the outrages at 
Birmingham ^ (and yet it is now pretended that if 
the high church party had not dcftroyed our houfes, 
and places of public worfliip, we fhould have de- 
ftroyed theirsr-yBut admitting that the Diilenters 
are knaves, they are not fools, or rather madmen, as 
they muft have been to have attempted violence 
in their fituation, unlefs every one of them had 
been confcious to himfelf of having the ftrength of 
Samfbn, and that he was a match for a thoufand 
of his enemies. 

LJBut w|ien did Diffenters attempt any thing of 
the kind ? \There are inftances enow upon record 
of (imila^ Outrages being committed upon the Dif- 
fenters, 
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fcntcrs, in yark)W parts of the kirtgdom j but no 
example of any being eon^mitted ly them. They 
are univerfallf a fober and orderly peopte} and 
whatever they tMy think of other peo^^^s opiniont> 
they hate no idea of promoting their caufe by 
force j^^Ot one Independent, Baptift, ot Methodift, 
I am confidenty had aiiy hand in the riot dt Bir- 
nunghamj but only thofe members of the church 
of England (if they can be faid to be the members 
of any church) who are in fad deftitute of all fenfe 
of religion} and of fuch confifts a very great pro- 
portion of the inhabitants c^ Birming^am^ and aU 
othet targe manufaduring to^^ms) In thq!}ieight 
of the riot they were addreffed By the mag^ates> 
and other relpedable members of the church of 
England, who then thought, they had done mif- 
chief enough, and wiihed them to proceed no far- 
ther, by^e appeUation of Friends and Felkw- 
chwrebmenJ See Appendix, No. VIIL 

It cdnnot be denied that a crime has been 
committed, and of the gfeateft enormity in a civi- 
lized country^ Inunenfe property has been de- 
ftroyed, houfes burned^ lives endai^red, and the 
peace of many families interrupted, by an illegal 
ii^ufredioni in defiance of all law and good order, 
and thatiTthefe violences were committed ^ the 
pretence of fupporting^i&tf church and the km^ It 
certainly, therefore, [behoves both the church and 
the government^ to exculpate chen^felves, and to 
make every fatis&dion to the^fierers that tbt 
nature of the cafe will admit of, \ 

-"" The 
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The violences were comautted by the lower 
orders of the people, but 4f die friends of the 
church and of the king in the higher ranks had 
been earneft to fupprefs the riot, it might, no doubt^ 
have been effe&ed before any mifchicf had l)ccn 
done. If the magiftratesyand other principal inha- 
bitants of the town, belonging to the church, of 
England, on the firft hearing of the rioters going 
to the New Meeting, had interpofed, by repairing 
to the place, and eameftly protefting againfl the 
violence, even that meetmg-houfe would not have 
fiifiered^ Had there not been time for Ms (which^ 
however, there certainly was) their interpofition 
might have prevented the deftruftion of the iecond 
meedng-houfe. At leaft, with the afliftanee of a 
few men. with, fire-rarms,^ which, they could eafily 
have commanded, they might have prevented all 
the mifchieU at my houfe, Mrith eveiy thing that 
followed* [ JThere was, therefore, at leaft a cri- 
minal remiflhefs in the friends of the church and 
the king. jBut the cleareft fads fhew that there 
was lt(Srt than remifTnefsJon the part fpf many 
peribns of better conditioi), aniTnothing that they 
ever did fhewcd a reairdifapprobation of the con- 
duft of the mob previous to the demolition of my 
houfe, but only a wifh that they fhould proceed no 
farther than that find thi/on no other account than 
that of the expentd'it woulobe to themfelves. This 
is evident from the hand-bills, laft referred to.y 

Making every allowance for the perpetrators 

wd abettors of thefe horrid fcenes at the moment 

F 4 there 



there 'Wi)w|i tim* for fffefti^n laiKj c0afip«nftion 
fimre^ anfl tJie. ey0$ of the datiOfii wd pf alj Ewc^^ 
ire opin tt)jfic wkatpart both th« tovn ai>d AeigH^ 
lK>iurtood, aiid aJjQye aU the fovprniwat of thd 
cDuntrjr^ will take in the cafe* On the part of the 
tomi aqd heighbourhooc} nothing favourable to 
juftice has appeared as yet. 

j Out of f^hreral ilombsA rioters ^vadbice has 
Been praqared agakift no nun-e than fif^TivKa: Of 
theifi mat fbaiany as twenty faave been apprehended^ 
9ad of ;the& 6^ five have been condemned^ and 
three jqpecated ^ I nftead of promoting^ aQ inquiry 
conceilmo^ die inftigators of this n)ob, and cehiiir^ 
ing the manifeft remtfihpfs of the .niagiftrai39s> a 
town's ineeting has voted the latter thanks and 
reivaixlsi .for (the part they a^ted^ and an Addrifs 
U df( jr% xeflediiiag n^ore on the Dii&nters, as 
firien^ to innovation, than on the rioters f/N^ The 
if^lc Aown ^and ndghbourhood^ therefore, muft 



. ^ * On.iocca|io;i of ^he xiots in London, in which it is probable that 
fiwer perfbns wfere concerned than in thofe of Birmingham, one hun- " 
4rod MRtl tUrty^ivfi were tried, fifty-tm^ iX)nyi6Ud» and tsrtvty.-dx 
executed ^ aqd I believe merely for what they did in the riots. Whereas 
it J8 rcmaAable ihat of the very few who were conviftcd on occafion 
W; the ript^ in Btaningh^my all who wofie «xecDted viiecc iaeh ^f noto-. 
rious. bad character in other refpefts, And certaiply the esgecution of 
Men jwhowtve .unimrlaUy confidend «s the pefts of fbciety, it no pu> 
oiihment fqr t]us particular offoice, and thei^foce no w^I^mg againft 
tile com^iflion of the like; fince it will be concluded, fhat if men be 
diwgeablc 3nitl» /jotWug b«t d^ftroyiog the propeity of the Difientersi 
they have no punifliment to fear. F,or cipher the jury will oot find 
them guiky, or the cafe wilHie fo reprefented to the king diat a pardon 
will certainly be procured. 

. f This addxief^ aod.alfo that of the jDiflenters, I ihaJl infert in the 
Appendix,' No. IX. that the abjeft fpirit of the one may be compared 
VQth tbfJilicnil imdjpi9f#fp^^ 

fall 
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The igergy, if tHcy had wiflifcd .to walh thdr 
hands of this crime, a«d di&liim the cofldutS of 
thofe who call themfelves their friends, fhould have 
lieen the firftf to reprobate Ihpir pEOccedln^ and 
ii^ preach modiiratioQ and peace-^Inftead of thiS) 
they have been the fix^ to jsaltjmni^^te us, and rer 
pi^efent die:c(^(Kli3& of the mob Sn th^ cnoft '&^ 
rroforable iighf.J Since tvfo moeting-houfes were 
de&^ed iQ|i pnstenqB ofiiippDEdng the xbur^b^thb 
leaft that they could have done, and the npbft: nar- 
tural compenfation for the time, would have been 
ta : aHow ^^ XS6eiit«R5 . the qfe -of tteir cHurcljes, 
fill jb^ fne^ng-houfe^ cpvld h^ye bci^n rebyilCA r 

-•■■ ^ ■ ■' '- ' ^-' '- • ^^ 

• : This^woiild mlf hwc been d^ihg, A5 a cof»r 

<pfn6tion tQf w injuiy cortnjltoed by churchmfi^ 

what: the.iPiflfentcrj. ^t Banbury 4ri? at this yeiry 

time doing in favour of the church of England, 

iiyJiite thwe.pft?ilb rfiUtch ¥'that plaicfc i^ rebuilding, 

tboy^ they h^ ttQ tend in pulling it dowfl. Theic 

Brc; fcver^l plscfcs in Germany in which the Catholics 

jand Proteftants conftantly m^e ufe of the fam^ 

place of public worOaoiC^ych angger on the part 

hi tht ckrgy, or the biihop of the diocefe, woyJd 

have dofie them die gne^teft Qredif, and have cm- 

tributed very much tow?.rd;s e^^gulgating f hen^ frorp 

halving any Aare in the outragei\ But this nar 

tural and eafy method, which would have coft 

jthcm nothing, not having been done, they remain 

Without that exculpation. The clergy alfo, and 

other 
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odier principal inhabitants of the town, if they had 
been properly fenfible of the injury done to myfelf 
in particular, might have joined in inviting me 
back again, .and doing every tKng in their power 
to make my re-eftabli(hment fafe and eafy* 

On the contrary/l am informed from various 
quarters, that the inveteracy againft me through 
the town in general, owing to the mod atrocious 
calumnies, and mifrepreientations, is rather in« 
creafed than diminifhed, andt^t my return would 
both be hazardous to myfelf /and augment their 
hoftility*^ ^ 

It is evident, therefore, that we have noi;Fj»^ 
thing to cxpeft either from the clergy or faity of 
the town and neighbourhood of Birminghamj^ but 
muft lo6k to the general governmentof the country j 
and we hope it will be found that thence we do 
not look for juftice, aftivity, or energy, in vainT) 



r« 



^^Had die bi(hop of the diocefe fent a proper 
paftoral letter to the clergy of Birminghanv) lament- 
ing the efFefts of party fpirit, and efpecially that 
any attempts fhould have been made to fupport a 
cbriftian church by fuch unchriftian-means as had 
been employed on that pretence; had he advifcd an 
itpmediate reparation of the wrongs of the Diflen- 
ter^ and the doing every thing that was in the power 
of the members of the church of England to reiitore 

V^* In order to fee the dilFerent fpirit that actuates diiTenting mlai- 
fters, and the generality of the clergy, with reA>e£^ to the late riots, I 
would refer my reader to Mr; Schdefield's truly chriftian Difcomjhm 
kving our Enemiis^ and his fpirited and excellent Frtfaci to it. ^ 

th( 
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the peace of the town,ftRfc inftigators of the riot 
would before this time Iiave been made aftiamed 
of their conduct, and greater harmony than ever 
might have taken place between the membws of 

the eftablifhed church and the Diflenters^ )But 

though many of his flock have behaved like wolves, 
their conduft has not been reproved by their paftor, 
at leaftin that publip manner which the nature of 
the cafe required, rConfidering the part that many 
of the lower clergVliave aded in this bufinefs, the 
eyes of the country are now upon the bilhops; 
and their filence will be conftrued into approba- 
tionr^lpecially fince much of the bigotry of the 
prefent times is by many afcribcd to their frequent 
and inflammatory charges againfl: the Diflfenters, 
and efpecially the Unitarians, not without plain 
alluGons to myfelf in particular. 

In thclfcigns of king William and queen Ann, 
the bigotry of the inferior clergy was confl:antly 
checked by the greater liberality of the bifhops ; 
the lower houfe of convocation being controlled 
by the upper houfe. But in this reign the high 
church fpirit hasc^^cended from the fuperior to 
the inferior clergy. \ 

If the fpirit of periecution proceed as it has 
begun, unchecked by the fuperior clergy of the 
church of England, I fkall not icruple to fay of it, 
as of myftical Babylon in the Revelation (xviii. 4.) 
Come out of her my feopky left ye be partidiers of her 
finsy and that ye receive noi cf ber fiagttes. But I 
hope^ and I know better things of many of them, 

and 
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and I have great expefbtions from their inter- 
ference. 

Of the two parties in whofe names the outrages 
aL-Birmingham were committed, viz, ibe cburcb 
and tbe king, the latter has, in a great meafure^ 
exculpated himfelf, by his proclamation to appre- 
hend and punifti the rioters. But the former, die 
boafted ally of the (late (and which, like Cardinal 
Wolfey, always names herfelf before her king) has 
not hitherto done any thing in concujxence with 
her ally, but has taken another coadjuton Hence-- 
forth, 5ljercfore, the crs:Aould be not cburcb and 
king, but cburcb and mob. 



V > 



SECTION VI, 

Of tbe principal Ufeofan eftablijbed Religion. \ 

I CANNOT help obferving on this 
occafion, that if the ilate be at the expence of pro- 
viding the country with religion, it (hould be chiefly 
for the benefit of thofe who (land in the moft need 
of it, and who would not provide any for themfelves. 
The better fort of people, as we call them, will be- 
have orderly and peaceably, which is the great end 
of civil government, without it. But with us the 
lower clafles of the community are nearly in the 
fame condition as if there was no eftablUhed reli- 
gion at alh If the inefHcacy of an eftabli(hcd re- 
ligion to coffeft the diforders of the lower orders 
of the people, as manifefted in the riots at Bir- 

mingham^ 
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mingham, does not open the eyes of this country 
to the true nature of church eftablifhments, it will 
be difficult to fay what will, and fo great anjl ferious 
a leffon will have been given us in vdituy 

In confequence of thcMxiro general ncglcft of 
the lower claffes.ja£ peogle by the miniliers of the 
cftablilhed church, jthcfrprofanenefs, brutality, and 
licentioufnefs, ex'Ceed tKat of the fanie clafs of 
.people in apy other country whatever, civilized or 
uncivilized^ For thofe whom we c^^avages have 
infinitely: more regard to decency, equity, and 
civility, Jn their condudt, than the untaught vulgar 
with us. What thefe learn from a ftate of fociety 
are the vices to which it gives occafion^ and they 
are fuch as have no place in what we call the «»- 
dvUized part of the world, becaufe, in their cir- 
cumftances, there is no temptation to them. 



If therefore, there muft be a ftate religim^ and 
the objcft of this religion be not the emolument of 
the teachers of it, or the power of the governors irt 
difpoling of thofe emoluments, but to infpire the 
people with a fenle of their obligations to God and 
man, the moil exprefs provifion ihould be maide 
for the inftruftion of the lower ordcK of the people, 
in preference to that of all oth m^ The clergy 
fhould know them all> and inftru^Tthem all. But 
with us too litde of this kind is done, nor does 
there appear much difpofition towards it. 

The greateft part of the real advantage which 
this country derives from the rcli^on of die lower 

orders 
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orders of the peo|de cofts it nothing at aU, being 
.that which accrues to it from the labours of the 
Diflenters and Methodifts, who have been the 
means of civilizing and chriftianizing fome of thofe 
for whofe inftruftion principally the eftablifhed 
clergy are paid, but who are too generally ne- 
glcfted by them, and. arc as Iheep without a. 
Ihcpherd, The country will fooncr «r later con- 
fkler the cut bmo.dl this eftablifhment, as well as' 
of every thing elfe in the fyftem for which it fur- 
nifhes the expence* 

The \2nly thing that has of late years been done 
in favour of this gready neglected partpf the com- 
munity, is the inftitudon d^SunJaj^ Scb^D^ which 
was the happy thought of Mn Raikel of Glouceftcr, 
a member of the church of England, and which 
was inmiediately patronized by the clergy, and the 

r-fnembers of the church of England in general. 

i^ut becaufe many of the Diffenters took them up 
with more zeal than they, and made better provifion 
fer inftrudting and rewarding Sunday fchdars (fo 
that their fchools came into greater repute than thofe 
of the eftablifliment)'iaveral of the clergy haye 
taken umbrage at them. 1 Some of them havqUn- 
deavoured to compel the Diflenters to drop, or 
reduce, their Sunday Schools, and others who pre- 
tend to .more iagacity than the reft, now fay that 
they never approved of the (cheme, becaufe they 
forefaw that it would be thcf means of adding to 
the number of the Diflenters, a thing which they 
evidently confider as a greater evil than that fliame- 
M ignocance and profligacy of the poor^ which this 

excellent 
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excellent Icheme is calculated to remove] Sec Dr. 

Taibam's Letters^ ~" 

\ ■ — ■ " r ' ~"^ 

In this cafe it fhould be confidered out of what 
clafs of the community is the addition 'to the Dif- 
fenters made. Is it not out of that which, previous 
to-this meafure, had no religion at all? The clergy 
in general are far from adopting this unchriftian 
maxim, and in fome places they zSt in concert with 
the Diflcnters, in a fchcme the objeft of i?^hich is 
common chriftianity, and common utility. 

^^Vljen an account fhall be taken of the advan- 
tages and difadvantages of civil eftablifliments of 
religion, every injury done by perfecutim (hould be 
placed on the per contra fideTj^or the different fefts 
of Diflenters in this country, where there is an efta- 
bliihment, and the different religious denominations 
in North America, where there is none, never mo- 
left one anothcTj but live in good neighbouriiood 
and friendfhip.xlt is when one feft enjoys temporal 
advantages from which the reft are excluded, that 
a bone of contention is thrown among them ; and 
then the envy of the depreffed party, but much 
more the jealoufy and fpirit of domination, the 
natural offspring of fowery in the party that is fa- 
voured, may do infinite mifchiSTj^ For the fpirit of 
church eftablifhments, which is ever jealous and 
vindiftive, is not peculiar to them. It is the fpirit 
not of religion in particular, but of all monopolies.^ 
Nor are the clergy fo much to be coniplained of. 
Men in general are the fame. Xhcy are^^tfWJ and 
inftituiums^ that corrupt mankind. \ 



BcL^ . ^ ^/Ippeal to the Public 

Lift ali thofc who have poffeffion of power, 
there too eafily arifes the idea, that what cannot 
be accompliftied by argument in favour of their 
fyftem, nnay be cfFedtcd^ith mucLmore eafe and 
certainty by external /(?r^£jj HcncAjnftead of an- 
fwering our books, the members oTthe church of 
England at Birmingham, have burned them, to- 
gether with our houfes and places of public wor- 
flil^ If fuch a proceeding as this either breaks 
the Spirit, or leffens the number, of Diffenters, it 
will be the (irft experiment of the kind that has 
fucceeded. But the heroic aftors in this bufinefe 
probably never heard that any fuch experiment 
had ever been tried before. 

I ihall conclude this article with obfcrving, that 
it k ufual to praife every exifting rdgn, as great 
and glorious, and to afcribe every thing that the 
age produces to the prince upon the throne. But 
whatever other advantages have accrued to this 
country Airing the prefcnt reign, I will venture to 
lay that, ! if th e delpicable fpirit of bigotry and into- 
lerance continue to prevail, unchecked by govern- 
ment, as it has done of late years, it will (confider- 
ing the incrcafing light of the age in every other 
country in Europe) be one of the moft difgrace- 
ful in the annals of BritaiiM There was fome- 
thing plaufible in the perfecution of chriftians by 
heathens, and in that of Proteftants by Catholics, 
becaufe they introduced great innovations, and 
great and unknown confequences were dreaded 
from them. They were religions of yefterday 

overturning 
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overturning ^ablifliments of the remoteft anti- 
quity. But the perfecution of one fe6t of Protef- 
tants by another, all equally novelties^ and very 
much refembling one another, is nothing better 
than the mutual perfecution of the Sonnites and 
Sbiites in Mahomedan countries, or than that of 
the IJttleendians of.Lilliput by the Bigendians. 

^L^reat number of the clergy, however, are 
men of other minds. They are fenfiblc of the 
abufes^jaftheir fyftem, and earneftly wifti for a 
reform. They refpeft the Diflenters, and arc al- 
ways ready to aft in concert with them, wherever 
Ijumanity or common chriftianity is concerned. 
Thefc are generally called low chtinbtnen^ while 
thofe^of the high church party ^ which is certainly 
greatly encreafed of late years, are ftrenuous adv.o- 
cates for continuing every thing as it is^^^d op- 
pofing all innovation^ that is, every reform^ They 
hate, and they dread, all Diflenters, except the 
quieteft among them, who neither fpeak nor write 
any thing on the fubjeft of their diflent, and 
who, like all other Diflenters, generally pay them 
better, and more chearfuUy, than their other pa- 
rilhioners. Such Diflenters as thefe they might 
not be very forry to fee increafe* 



SECTION 
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SECTION vn. 

Of tffii^Jmperiance of a good Police in a well con-' 
Jiituted State, j 

W E may learn from the late riots 
in Birminglmni^ as well as from thofe in London 
in 1780, tw ncceffity of having a ibrce always 
ready to repH an undifciplined moj^ On either 
of thefe occafions^ twenty men armed with muf- 
quets, and only a general knowledge of the ufe of 
them, would at any time have difperfed the rioters. 
And how eafy would it be to have many times 
this fmall force in conftant readinefs in every town 
and parifh in the kingdom, without having re- 
courfe to a landing army, zt the command of the 
^rown only, ^^hich, is the bane of all free dates, 
the rroutaMe inhabitants of any town, or 
provided with fire arms, and cxercifed 
m the ufe pjf them> and no riots would ever be 
attempted. ) J 



I Let iall th( 
parifh, be 



What objeftion any wife and juft government 
can have to this meafure, I do not fee j and with- 
out a provifion of this kind, we are difappointed 
with refpe6k to the principal advantage that a flate 
of fociety and government holds out to us, which 
is proteftion from lawlefs violence, and the benefit 
of a fair trial for any offences of which we are 

accufed^ 
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ftccii&d. While men offend againft no law, they 
ihould enjoy the prote<^on of the Iaw» and if they 
do offendi they fllould be tried and puniihed ac^ 
cording co law. This is the firft rule in all civil 
ibciety, and yet in this country there is at this 
moment a too general exultation, that this rate 
lias been violated in the cafe of the Diflenters in 
^neral, and of myfHf in particular, dioug^ we 
have done no injury to fociety whatever. 

It is fomething^traordinary that peribns ufed 
to a date of law and government ihould not be 
itradc with the impropriety of making a mob 
both the judges, and executioners, of law, and that 
in a date of intoxics^tion, when they are not capable 
of hearing any reafon. in the prefcnt cafcJm the 
Bmple aflertion of fome malicbus perfon, that I 
drank no church no king, and the kmg^s head in a 
charger^ at a place where I was not prefoit, and 
that I was the author of a hand-bill which I had 
barely heard of, I am inftantly, without examina- 
tion of myfelt or my accufer, expofed to fuffer 
infinitely more than I Ihould have done if I had 
been aftually guilty of all thefe offences, and the 
whote charge had been proved in a court of lawf/ 
T^ovXtbat C9Uld only have amounted to fine and 
imfrtfanment^ It would not have involved the in- 
nocent labours of my paft life. Tl^fcntence of 
the law would not have been the burning of my 
houfe, without ^ving me an opportunity of re^ 
moving any thing out of it, the d^rudtion of my 
library, apparatus, and manufcripts, \ 

G 2 ^^^ Suppofing 
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Suppofing the Diflenters Ihoum have had recourfe 
to firhilar raethoosrof reven^ which would have 
been more itrftifiable, as not having been the ag-- 
grejbrs, and have burned church for church, houfe 
for houfe, iiBPary for library, &c. &c. into what a 
flate of anarchy, worfe than giyil war, would the 
whole country have been throwrjii The^orft that 
my -enemies can fay of me is that I wim to fet up 
a republican form of government; but this is at 
leaft /ome form of government, whereas thofe who 
planned, and direfted, the proceedings atJBiirming- 
ham, went by no fort of government at alii having 
adopted the very mcafures which all governments 
whatever were intended to guard againft*. 1 . 

Since the TJiffenters are/clearly innocent of 
what has been fo generally laid tp their-charge, 
and for which they have fufFered fo fevemy^ we 
may apply to their cafe the proverb ufeoon a ^ 

j • Soipe, however, take it for. gran ted, that by a republican form 
^o£^veniment, is meant no government at all, but to leave all people 
at^fibertyto a6l as they pleafed, from the impulfe of the momenU 
Thus the Ghoft in the poem f»m Chefter is made to fay, % 

" How couldft thou preach that mobs might rule/* 

A writer m the Gentleman's Magazine for September, 1791,0. 191, 
whofe fignature is Oedipus, fays of me, *f His own engine tfi md>^ 
*« which he vainly imagined he could wield with ability, and witk 
^« which he has in the prefent inllance threatened the eftabliflunent of 
^' his country, has at laft recoiled upon him wj^ ten-fold violence* 
*' That Dr. Prieftley has done all in his power to ftir up the people 
•* in oppofition to government, is a faft eafily proved." That Mr. 
Nichols, a man who has fome pretentions to literature, fiiould.fufier 
this publication, which goes into the hands of moft men of letters, to 
be the hackneyed vehicle of fuch impudent and malicious falfehoods, 
againft a perfon in my fituation, will to many appear extraordinary. 
But he ranks with high churchmen, and on fuchjjtnudje cafe of Dif- 
lenters, juftic« and hmaaity feem tQ have nq claiiD, T 

fimilar 
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fimilar occaiion by our Saviour (who, however^ 
was not punifhcd without the form of law, and the 
authority of the chief magiftrate) If thefs things 
he d<fnii in the green tree, what Jhall he done in the 
dry. if the GhnocenHuflFer thus much, what have 
the guilty to exped? J 

It was ^Wind and furious zeal for the law, the 
eftabh'lhed religion of the country, a religion ap- 
pointed by God himfelf, and the lawlefs violences 
to which their zeal led thofe of the Jews who were 
termed zealots, that preceded, and brought on, the 
deftrudtion of Jerufalem;' and thofe zealots were 
not morq blind and furious than the friends of the 
church of England at Birmingham, and in ^lany 
other parts of this country. Let thofe of tfaem 
who are able, read Jofephus, and take warning. \ 

Tjip pumber of fuch defperate and profligate 
wretches m this country as were inftigated to law- 
lefs havoc and plunder, on the pretence of fupport- 
ing the church and ftate, at Birmingham, and who 
will be equally ready to plunder on any other pre- 
tence, almofl exceeds belief, and we have more to 
dread fr6ih them than from all our other evils put 
togcther.^Indeed, they all point to this. 

Whenever the difficulties of this country fhall 
encreafe, fo that tnefe people can neither be em- 
ployed, nor fed, (and from niore caufes than one 
we draw nearer to this fituation every day) every 
great town in England, if no provifion be mad? 

againft 
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againft it^ may be expefted to exhibit flich (cenes 
as Birmingham has lately done^ and as London did 
in the year i780j/when the labour of ages may be 
fwept away in a day, and this whole country, at 
prefent the pride of the world, may become a fcene 
of general defolation. It has within itfelf the ample 
Jecds of fuch calamity, in the prodigious number of 
the ignorant, the profligate, and the profane part of 
the lower orders of the community, whom the im* 
policy of our ^^^ laws chiefly, has rendered, utterly 
averfe to labour and economy, to a degree far below 
that of any of the brute creation. Our common 
ibldiers are chiefly of this clafs, and cafes may ariie, 
in which little dependence can be placed upon tbem^ 
for preferving the peace and good order of the 
kingdom, 

/ T he efl:abTi(hed clergy give litde attention to 
the morals of this moil depraved part of the com- 
munity ; nor indeed is it in their power to do much. 
But the cafe requires the immediate attention of 
government, if our (latefmen mean to do any thing 
more than put off the evil day from their own times, 
ctotendng themfelves with .temporary expedients, 
inftead of fubftandal remedies, j 

If our lives and properties are to be at the 
mercy of the mob, which may rife, and commit its 
jM^meditated ravages, without giving us any warn- 
ing; and if there be no redrefs but in a military 
force, and that frequendy at a confiderable diftance^ 
if this rcdrcfi depend on the arbitrary wU of the 

crown i 
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crown; let any perfon fay ia yhat our condition 
differs from that of perfeft di/potifm-, our imperfcft 
fecurity from the greateft injuries arifing not from 
Imv^ and regvlar ga^ernmenty but from arbitrary wilt. 
It would be a government in the ftrldtefl: fenfe of 
the word military j and much worfe than that which 
is ufually fo called; becaufe in it there is at Icaft 
fome known m^de of proceeding. 

Such, however, is thdTprefent fitijgtion of this 
COuntrjQthat there appears to be^jtio effeftual 
reniedy for this great jKil, but in voluntary aflb^ 
ciations for felf-defei^ce/ and this is little lefs than 
fuperadding a i>ew government, at a great expenccj 
to fupply the defeats qf an old oneoshich is already 
the moft expenfiye in the world. Qlt is fo far from 
being improper, or illegal, for men to defend 
themfelves, and their property, from lawlefs vio- 
lence, by any fuffident means, fire-arms not ex-^ 
cepted, that it is highly commendable to do it. 
See Sir William Jones's excdtent traft on ^bc 
U^al Mstbod ofJu$pr^g Riots. 1 . 

InCdie riots at Birmingham relief was fent ^ 
foon as poflTible, the eiq^edhion of the troops was 
extraordinary J and thanks were certainly due to 
thofe who actually faved the town, and efpccially 
the Di0enters in it, from total dellruftion. But 
bad government been remlfs, or the troops tardy ;. 
mfy had the exprefiles beea delayed, as they 

might 
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might have been, by^accident: and ifi from any of 
thcfe caufes, the fury of the mob had continued un- 
reftrained a fingle day longer (in which cafe it is 
the general opinion that the town would have been 
on fire) where could have been the remedy, when 
fuch a town as Birmingham, and the^manu&dtures 
of it, had been loft to the kingdom ? Should the 
fafety of a wife nation depend upon rcfources fo 
precarious as thcfe ?y 

Let thofc who are not dilpleafed with mobs 
when they think that they only execute fummary 
juftice on thofe whom the laws cannot reach, con- 
fider how hazardous a weapon they wifh tp^employ, 
and how difficult' it is to direft it. LNone of 
thofe who promoted the riots in Birmingham had, 
I am perfuaded, any intention th3t%the mifchief 
fhould have proceeded fo far as it dj4>/andtf (hould 
not wonder if the time come when the fame lawlefs 
rabble, who lately fhouted Church and king, fiiould 
take up the cry of No church, no king, or at leaft 
that of No game laws, no tythessyo exafe. Nothing 
is wanting but an artful leadenj 

Who does not recoiled how the tide of popular 
favour has turned both with reipedk to our prefent 
fovereign, and the prefent king of France, No 
princes ever came to their crowns with more ge- 
neral popularity. But in a few years the cafe was 
fo much the reverfe in. this country, that the king 

conftantly 
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conftantly went abroad, if not annidft the hiffes 
(which was fonnetimes the cafe) yet with the moft 
marked and difrefpeftful filence, of the people in 
general*. The cafe is now happily reverfed, and 
the prefent reign is likely to clofc with as much 
popularity as it began. 



&1 



rho was ever more idolized than the prefent 
king of France, and yet what was not thought, and . ^ 
openly faid of him, on his late return to Paris ? /^: ? s^l'^-^ 
And he is now likelv to be more, and more juftly, / ^ *^^' " 
popular than ever^^Both thefe princes, however, 
are, no doubt, the very fame that they ever were. 
The change has been in the people, and in their 
ideas of them. 

The late king of France was almoft idolized at 
the time of his iilnefs at Rheims. Had he been 
literally the father of every family in the nation, 
they could not have appeared to feel more for him 
than they did. Yet though there was little change 
in his principles or conduft, into what univerfal 
contempt did he fink before he died. Wife men 

* I never faw a greater croud on any occafion than on the king** 
once going through St. Janibs^s park to the houfe of Peers, at the be- 
ginning of the American war> and becaufe one man, probably from 
the country, pulled oiF his hat as the coach pafTed clofe to him, he was 
very near being knocked down for it by thofe who were next to him. 
It was the conftant cuftom for years to let the king's chair pafs without 
any notice, at the fame time diat every perfon put off his hat in the 
moft refpe6lful manner to the queen. When, as by a kind of irrefiftible 
iinpulfe, I was at one time going to pull off mine to the king, the perfon 
I was walking with, perceiving that I was putting up my hand for that 
purpofe, checked me, by faying that if I did, I ihould certainly be in- 
fu]ted> 

wiU 
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win rtfleft on theie things, and the caufes of them; 
and from the changes that have taken jdace, they 
will not be furprized at any odiers of the lame 
kind, as great, and as fudden. 



SECTION vm , 

^be Impolicy of checking the natural Exprejfion of 
^len*s Sentimcnis, 

OO many leflbns as hiilory holds out to 
us of the kind, I cannot help exprefling fome fur- 
prize^ that the pretended friends of our gpvera- 
roent fhould endeavour to fupprefs the natural 
ebullidon of men's minds by {peaking, writing, or 
public entertainments. No attempts of this kind 
can jH-event men's thinking. Nay, thefe meafures 
have never fiukd to make men think the mpre> 
and the fooner to have recourfe to other methods 
of exprefling their iendments, infinitely more haz- 
atdous to the public peace. 

What did the late government of France gain 
by the molt rigorous meafures of this kind, re- 
ftraining all liberty of the prefe, and preventing, as 
£aT as pozocr could do it, all the ufual modes of 
exprefliiig men's fentiments? In thefe circum- 
ftances, probitited books did infinitely more mifchiefi 

as 
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IS it would be calledi than any thatcouid have 
been j^ublifhed; and private converfation^ in this 
ftate of reftraint^ did more mifchief than any books 
whatever. For the Revolution^ as is evident, found 
' the whole nation, thofe who could not read, as well 
as thofe who could, fully ripe for the change ; while 
to thofe who were unacquainted with the natural 
prc^refs of things, there ieemed to be an infhnta^ 
neous, and almoft miraculous, tranfition, from ido-* 
lizing their kings, to a contempt and deteftation of 
kingly government, till, on Either refledion, they 
acquiefced in the prefent medium. 

On the other hancClEnglifhmen, being ufed to 
write and to fpeak freely, and to have convivial 
meetings whenever they pleafed, are generally con- 
tent i^ifh giving vent to their fentiments in thefe 
ways, ud never think of any thing fartheiv^^^lBut if 
this oudet to then* natural fedings be fhut, diey 
will. certainly find fome other, mtfith more alarm- 
ing, than dinners, toafts, and fongs^U may l^ike 
the flopping the mouth of a volcaq^tJ^ confe- 
quence of which would be the convulfion of all 
die country. Uf^ there is to be a revolution in this 
country, fimilar to that which has taken place in 
France (though our fituadon is fuch as by no means 
to require it) attempts to deter men by illegal vie 
lence from doing what the law does not forbid,^ 
will, I am confident, bring it on in half the time^ 
Men, who do not like to be infulted, will at led 
be prepared to refifl violence by violence; and 
from fuch accidental and inconfiderate fparks as 

thefe 
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thdc^ a civil war may be lifted up/ and confe- 
quences may follow which the wifeft among us 
cannot forefee. 

^They who take any ferious umbrage at fuch 
me^fings as thofe for the celebration of the French 
Revoludon^ dirow the greatefl: refledion on the 
preient reign^ apd moft endanger the pref<^nt happy 
tranquility of itN For it is to reprefent it as no 
better than the reign of Tiberius, a reign of uni« 
verlal fufpicion, and of real dangers arifing from 
imaginary ones. Vrhat government . muft be con- 
fcious of its extr^p^ weaknels, or be aftuated by 
the moft wanton cruelty, that can ferioufly refent 
fuch trifling infults as thefe, admitting, whatJsJ^y 
no means true, that they were intended forli^ti^. 

Th^wifeft, and in all relpefts the beft method, 
is to indulge men in the freeft expreflion of their 
natural fentiments, and even to encourage the fuUeft 
difcuffion of all topics, of a civil as well as of a re- 
ligious nature, in order that one opinion and one 
reaibn may combat another, and that all truth, 
religious, philofophical, or political, may-prevail, 
and eftablifh itfel^ without obftruaionv/fiy this 
gende and generous proceeding, no convuUion will 
ever happen in any ftate. The public opinion will 
thus be formed gradually, and have its natural and 
eafy operation, producing changes as they are 
wanted; and grievances will not be permitted to 
accumulate, till the mafs fhall be fb great, a$ to 
force its way through all oppofidom 

This 
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This maxim is equally true with rcfpeft to the 
church, or the ftatoPlf the clergy made no oppo- 
fition to the encreamg light of the age, but would 
themfelves fpeculate freely on every fubjeft relating 
to their own fituation, and that of the country, no- 
thing would ever hurt any individual of them. 
Should the confeqwnoe of this free difcuffion, and 
gradual change m the piublk: nikid, be the abolition 
of tythes, they would not be lofers by it; becaufe, 
if they thenrfelves fhould heartily concur m the 
meafure, fome better, and jio kfs ample, provifion 
would be made for theny Should they allow a 
revifion of the public creeds, articles, and liturgy, 
the prefent lubfcription mig^t be dropped, and any 
other alteration made, without affc£ting their reve- 
nues, or the general fyftcm. * 

fhould the clergy proceed ii ftep ferther, and 
acknowledge that the feat of the bi&ops in tho 
houfe of Lords (which had no other origin than the 
now antiquated feudal^ fyftem) was unfuicableto 
their fpiritual charaftej^i and of their own accord 
withdraw diemfelves from Parliament, it would 
be with a dignity which Would eftablifh them 
in the good-will of the people, and preferve their 
rank in other refpedts, for ages. ] 

But by Jfoceeding on th'eir prefent plan of a 
dread of all w^w^/iw, and altering nothingrfiot- 
withftanding the increafing light of the ag€(i^they 
fcad many perfons to conclude, that they are deter- 
mined to hear no reafon, and that, from a regard 

to 
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to their temporal honours and emoluments onl)r, 
they wil&Uy fliut their ears to the ckareft voice of 
truth, j 

By this means (^ whole fyftem of the ciyil 
eftablifhment of chrillianity will be fufpe&ed to be 
irreconcilable to the caufe of religious truths and 
civil liberty; and on die firft great change in the 
Aate of public affairs^ diere will be forhe hazard of 
the country rejeding it as ^ ndiiancc^ without fub* 
flituting any thing in its place^ 

It is eafy to make finruliar renruulfis with relpeft 
to the fyftem of civil government^A more equal 
rcprefentation of the commons in Parliament ts 
moft evidently wanteds and if this^ and other ne« 
ceffary reforms, be long withheld, the whole fyftem 
wtU be endangered, though it is not eafy to ferefee 
in what manner the danger will come, or how far 
the evil attending a Ridden change of fyftem, in a 
fituatidd £> critical and complicated as ours, wiU 
extend.] 
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SECTION IX. 

Cottfideraticnfs relating to Per/ecutmy and the Con- 
Jequences of it* 

Many of the friends rf the church, 
as they are called, freely indulge themfelves in rer 
joicing at the calamities of the diflenting fufFerers 
«t Birmingham, without having any idea of their 
being aftuated by a fpirit oiperfecution. This :^irit, 
it is (bmething remarkable,GiU who have ever per- 
fected have difclaimed 5 . thinking their condwA 
abundantly juftified by the difpofition, and behaviour, 
of the fuflFercrsj and it has almoft always been pre- 
tended, that thefe have been punij]ied not for their 
opinions y but for dijiurbing tbefiateA 

This was conftantly alleged by all the headien 
perfecutors. Though the Chriftians were the -moft 
innocent and peaceable of men, they were con-? 
fidered as enemies of the Roman government, and 
puniftied as for civil (fences. The Catholics alfo, 
at the tinne o^ the reformation, treated berefy as 
a thing that was dangerous to the civil power, 
and thus were influenced by political, as well 
as religious confiderations. Both Philip IL and 
Lewis XIV, thought Proteftants to be bad fubjeSfs, 
whofc aim it was to naake difturbance in the ftate, 
and this 19 pneciiel]^ the charader under which 

the 



96 An Appeal to the Public 

the zealots of the church of England are continually 
exhibiting the DiflentersrXhough it is unqueftion- 
able, that the Diflenters in the late reigns were the 
beft friends of the family on the throne, and the 
clergy in general difafFefted to it, wifhing, and not 
very fecretly, for the re-eftablilhment of the Stuarts, 
fhcy now have the affurance to charge us with dif- 
affcdioQjJ And with the idea, however abfurd, that 
what they do is purely defenfivey and merely to 
prevent injury to.themfelves (who they muft know 
are placed far beyond the reach of our power ^ if it 
was our wijhy tp hurt them) would without re- 
morfe be guilty of every outrage upon our pro- 
perty, and our perfons tod, that the heathens and 
Catholics ever gave into. 

Our Saviour apprized his difciples that they 
wbp killed them would think they did God fervice. 
Paul thought that he did right ici perfccuting the 
chriftians, even unto death, anojthe bigoted Jews 
in general perfecuted through ignorance. But were 
, they, therefore, innocent? And did not the juft 
judgments of God overtake that infatuated nation 
on this very accoun(;|^here i^ kind of ignorance 
that is highly criminaljarifing not only from neg- 
left of making enquiry, which itfelf arifes from 
criminal prejudice, but from a fccret malignity of 
temper, which conceals itfelf under the notion of 
zeal for religion. 

1 That perfons frequently miftake the real mo- 
tivCTof their own conduft, and thereby form a 

wrong 
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wrongj\jdgmcnt df their own charaftcrs, is noto- 
rious^y^hat man ever thought himfclf to be co- 
vetous, though all the world faw him to be fo in 
the extreme? Or what man ever thought himfelf 
proud, and yet pride is certainly not baniflied from 
the world? Nay, did ever any msui, except in re- 
fledting on his conduA afterwards, think himfelf 
a bad hufband, a bad father, or a bad mafter? 
And yet there certainly are fuch charafters. Men 
always find excufes for dieir own conduft. 

Can wc wonder then, that no man ever thought 
himfelf to be a perfecutor ? And is it not, there- 
fore, very poflTible, that the church of England may 
be in a high degree intolerant and perfecuting^ 
without acknowledging, or even feeing it. But the 
queftion is, whether, notwithftanding this good 
opinion of herfel^ fhe be not truly fo, and whether 
ihe be not liable to the jufl judgments of Go^on that 
account. Let the members of this church examine 
thepnfelves on this head ; and for this purpofe I (hall 
take the liberty to furniih them with a few queries, 
arifingfrom the prefent circumftances of things* 

/l)ijl they notj previous to the riots in Bir- 
min^am, wifh myfelf, and other oppofers of the 
doftrine of the trinity, to be filenced by other 
means than by argument ? Several of thofe who 
engaged in public controverfy with me on thi$ 
fubjeft gave fufBcient intimation of their wifh for 
the interpofition of the civil power, and I doubt 
not lamented that the circumftances of the times 

H were 
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were unfavourable to fuch a mode of filencing ug^ 
And what is perfecution, but the application of 
force in the place o{ argument ? 

.( Did thofe who exclaimed the moft againft us fo 
nrach as read our writings ? It is well known 
that, when the qucftion has been put to many of 
them, they have not only anfwered in the - nega- 
tive, but have even expreffed a kind. of horror at 
the propofal, and have ftrongly diffuaded orfiers 
from reading. Now what is this but a proof of 
extreme (bigotry ? And is not bigotry, the natural 
parent of) intolerance and perfecutiqji^J 

Did TiotjgctdLt numbers of the clergy exprefs a 
real fatis&ftion in the riots, when they heard that 
the meeting- houfes, and every thing belonging to 
myjelfy were deftroyed j and would they have been 
forry if, I had perifhed too, manifeftly illegal and 
unjuft as this meAod of obtaining their end >iml/ 
The clergymaroHio openly exprefled the fatisfac- 
tion he fhould have in burning me alive was, I am 
infornied, one of the weaker of his brethren, but I 
doubt no^ he exprefled the real fentiments of many 
others VJ Now every perfon who was not dif- 
pleafed with the aft, is, in the eye of reafon and of 

\ • How for the ideas of fome perfons went on this occaflon may 
be^ieen in the following paper written in a large print-hand, and found 
at Beaconsfield. *« It is confidently reported from 3irmingham and 
«« London, that fhould the Diffenters attempt any thing farther againft 
«« the king, church, or ftate, they will provoke the true patriot-re- 
*« fentmcnt, and nothing lefs will difpenfe or fatisfy them, but the ex- 
<« tirpation of the whole race of Diffenters from this kingdom, or total 
<i deftruftion to a man^'l 

. -' God, 
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God, an abettor of it, and a partaker of the guilt. 
I therefore leave it to the confciences of the clergy 
in general, and at leaft thofe who clafs with the high 
church party, whether this was not their cafe, and 
confequendy "whether they ought not to clafs with 
perfecutors. Little do many of the. clergy know 
what fpirit they are really ofy or to what degrees of 
violence their principles, or tempers, would lead 
them. It is not neceffary, in order to be perfe- 
cutors, that they themfelves commit afts of vio- 
lence. They fhould be forry for them, ^nd endea- 
vour to prevent them. 

Perfecution affumes a variety of forms, and is 
generally progreffive. The edift of Nantes was 
not revoked without many prevfous fteps, and the 
clergy and the court of France fhewed their ill-will 
to the Proteftants by thwarting them, and harrafling 
them, in many indireft ways, before they threw off 
the malk, and perfecuted openly. Still, they did 
not allow themfelves to be per/ecutorSy becaufe pro- 
teftantifm was always tolerated in France, though, 
on hard conditions, and Proteftants were never by 
law excluded from civil employments, at the ap- 
pointment of the crown, as Diffenters are in this 
country. But perfecution takes one form in one 
place, and a different one in another. 

In the unqueftionably perfecuting reigns of 
Elizabeth^ and the Stuarts, the Puritans were not 
put to death. But they were fo much harraffed in 

H % various 
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various ways, that they were glad to take refuge in 
the then inhofpitable climes of America, a country 
worfe than defert. But they preferred the neigh- 
bourhood of the natural favages of America, to that 
of the artificial, but more cruel, favages of Europe, 
fBy perfcverancc they conquered all their difii- 
/ Lculties,' and when, the hand of oppreffion was 

^U-'^"" ftretched towards them in our own times, they 
j^ rli nobly refitted, and conquered again in another wayri 

The liberty of America was the proper parent t^ 
that of France; and thus, in the wonderful order 
of Divine Providence, has oppreffion, civil and re- 
ligious, been the caufe of a greater extenfion of 
liberty than the world Jiad ever known before. 



p.i- 



y 
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lefs degree of perfecution will now induce 
the defcendants of thofe Puritans to join their bre- 
thren in America, or the common ibns of liberty 
nearer home ; either of whom would receive them 
with open arms. Let the governors of the country 
attend to diis confidcration, before the evil be (b 
&r advanced^as that nothing can prevent its far- 
ther progrefi. i And mch as this country is boafted 
to be, in refeurces orrdl kinds, it is not, I appre- 
hend, in fb very flourifhiog a condition, as to ven- 
ture upon fuch an experiment as that of the ex- 
pulfion of the Difienters fi-om England (which 
would have much more ferious confequences than 
that of the Morifco's from Spain) without greater 
riik than its moft fanguine fiiends would chufe. The 
American war had a flighter commencement than 

the 
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the riots in Birmingham, and the animofity againft 
the Diflenters is now more general, and more in-, — 
veterate, than it ever was againft the Americans^ 
Verbum SapientL PrincipHs obftu. 

\ I well know that our enemies would rejoice in 
onTemigration*, without ever rcfledking th^t pre- 
ceding emigrations on fimilar accounts have ney«r-^ 
diminiflied the fource from which thry fprungr 
Though the revocation of the edift of Nantz drove 
immenfe numbers of Proteftants from France, the 
number within the country was not leiTened, To 
e35:tirpate fedtaries is not fo eafy a bufinefs as to ex- 
tirpate ofienfive plants, or animals ; becauie a man 
who is not a fc<5tary to-day may become one to- 
morrow. With care, the whole Ipecies of afhes, 
or elms, for example, might be extirpated; eipe- 
cially in an ifland. Bu( it would foon be found to 
be labour in vain, if oaks, beeches, and all other 
trees, Ihould be converted into a(hcs or elms. Aln 
fa£fc, to extirpate Unitarians, may come coJbe the 
fame thing as to extirpate the human r%tt.\ 

A trinitarian, in coniequence of reading and 

thinking, nuy become an unitarian, as was the cafe 

^ith myfelf. It is polfible that even a Hfhop, and 

(/that bllhop he who now occupies the fee of St. 

HOavid's, may become an unitarian. For though 

he fome time ago declared that he had not read my 



* This appears from feveral publicadpns of the high church party 
fince the riots. > 
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Kftory of early Opinions concerning Cbrifty he ftill 
may read it, and may be convinced by jtj It is 
alfo within the Ipherc ofpffibilityy that an unitarian 
bifhop may, as he ought to do, declare himfelf 
one, and become a Diffenter. The fame may be 
the cafe with thofc of the learned laity who have 
written in defence of the prefent church eftablifli- 
ment*; and the converfion of fuch men as thefe 
may foon draw others after them. 

To thofe who are at all acquainted with hif- 
tory, I need not obferve that the perfecution of the 
Proteftants in France proved highly injurious to 
that kingdom. Men of property and of enter- 
terprize were the firft to emigrate, and they foon 
drew others after them, and in a few years formed 
eftablifhments in foreign gountries, which rivalled, 
and afterwards eclipfed, thofe which they had left* 

Birmingham will not forget how much it owes 
to the ingenuity and fpirit of one man, and that 
man a Diffenter, the. father of one of thofe whofe 
property has been fo wantonly deftroyed. The 
difference between Birmingham and the neighbour- 
ing towns is almoft entirely o^ng to the Ipiritcd 
example of the late Mr. Taylor. Had he' been 
\ 

\ • This may be the cafe with Mr. Burke himfelf. He is not def- 
titute of candour, any more than of good fenfc, and therefore may 
come to fee, and acknowledge, thatoffir cannot be thr^e^ or tbrte^ ont^ 
which is our great argument ; and- though it may be too much to ex- 
pcft of bim to read my Htftmy ofearfy Optmons, or my Defences of 
Umtarsanifm, he may read my Jpfeal to tbeferious ProfeffbrsofCbrtf^ 
tianitj, or my General Fie*w of Arguments againft tbe Di^uinity d|v 
Pre^exiftenci of Cbrifty the penifal of which would not take an hou^^^ 

treated 
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treated as his fon has been, and carried his enteirpriz- 
ing fpirit into France, fonne town in that country 
might have been what Birmingham now is. 

I fhall juft mention three other men now liv- 
ing, and all of them Diffenters, whofc fpirit has fo 
much improved, that they may be almoft faid to 
have createdy their feveral manufafturcs, from which 
this country already derives the greateft honour 
and advantage, Mr. Wedgwood, Mr. Wilkinfon, 
and Mr. Parker. Such men as thefe are the makers 
of countries ; and yet fuch men as thefe, if not thefe 
men themfelves, would the mad bigotry of this 
country exult in feeing depart for France, America, 
or Ireland; and many would think themfelves 
happy in being quit of them. But what will their 
pofterity fay, or perhaps themfelves, a few years 
hence ? 

Tht^French want nothing but the example of 
the Englilh method, and fpirit, in trade, to rival us 
in all refpedts. They are not inferior in ingenuity, 
or induftry ; and feeing the wonderful efFedts of large 
capitals emplloyed in manufaftures and commerce, 
and efpeciaUy the ability which it affords of giving 
credit, they will from this time employ the money 
they get in trade to better^urpofes than the pur- 
chafe of places, and titles.^^ Having no court to look 
up to, and. depend upon, they will immediately 
adopt our maxims, and the removal of a few Eng- 
lifh manufadurers and merchants may inftantly de* 

H 4 cide 
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cide the difference in their favour^ And what a 
figure will this country th^n make, with its en- 
creafing' debts, and enormoufly expenfive govern- 
ment, without any fiiperiorityr-with relpedt to ma- 
nufadturcs and commerce ? \Will pulling 4own 
diflfenting meeting - houfes, and dwelling - houies, 
with the deftrudioii of libraries, and philofophicial 
inftruments, and drinking damnation to Prcftgi:- 
terians, refbore the balance In favour of Englanc^j^ 
This conduct has already, in the eyes of all Europe, 
covered the country with (hame, and may be fol- 
lowed by ruin; and then repentance, which has 
not come yet, will come too late. 

Confidering the great number of Diflenten in 
all the trading towns of the kingdom, and the num- 
ber of wealthy ^milies who are continually going 
from the Diflenters into the church, it may not 
much exceed the truth, if we fuppofe that one half 
of the wealth of the nation has been the acquifition 
of Diflfenters. It is the opinion of many, that envy 
of the profperity of Diflenters was one confiderable 
ftimulus to the mifchief that was done to them at 
Birmingham. But the wanton dcftruftion of wealth 
acquired by hpneft induftry, is not the way to make 
a nation flouriih, and enable it to bear its burdens. 

1^ The only efFedual remedy of the evil, which 
h^brlhewh itfclf at Birmingham, and which threatens 
the kingfcm at large, is fuch as the fpirit of the 
clergy at prefent wiU very ill brook. It is nothing 

lefs 
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lefs than making religious toleration complete, wKich ' 
it can never be faid to be, fo long as any man (hall 
be a fuffb*er in his civil^capacity on account of his 
religion^ And fince exclufion from {daces of truft 
and emolument is no lefs a punifliment than fine 
and imprifonment, and is a ftate of ignominy, which 
may be felt by fome in the mod fenfible manner ; 
to make the toleration complete, the Teji AH muft 
be repealed, as well as all other penal ftatutes iii 
matters of religion. All this might be done, and 
yet the church be left in the full pofleflion of her 
creeds, her fubfcriptions, her revenues, the feat of 
the bilhops in Parliament, and even the public uni- 
verfities, with every thing elfe that can be deemed 
neceflary to the mod complete eftahlijhment of any 
fyftem of religionj 

But thejphurch of England is not content to 
enjoy her proper prerogatives. She is, like moft 
other eftabliihments, intolerant, and will not be 
latisfied without the dggradati^ at leaft, of thofc 
who diflcnt from; herA Dn Ijohnfon faid, " the 
^* Diflcnters mufl:*^tK<t be admitted into the uni- 
'* verfitics, becaufe that would be to fomilh 
*' their enemies with arms/' But without having 
accefs to the univerfities, the church of England 
has found that we are in no want of fuch arms^ 
oflfenfive or defenfive; and this jealous exclufion 
of us from the univerfities, and fi-om other advan- 
tages which ought to be common to all citizens, 
is the circumftance which gives our weapons their 
keened cdge^ 

This 
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This completion of the toleration muft, in the 
prefent ftate of this country, be the work of admi- 
niftration, checking the blind and impolitic bigotry 
of the clergy, which it is in the power of our go- 
vernors to do efFedtually, whenever they pleafe. 
But if they go on to thwart the Diffenters, and fup- 
port the high churchmen againft them, the fpirit of 
party will neceflarily increafe, till pcrfecution, legal 
or illegal, will become extrcme.l_However, any 
farther application to Parliament for this purpofe 
by the Diffenters would only inflame matters more 
than ever j as the clergy are far from fhewing any 
difpofition to relent in our favour; and without the 
leaft regard to the political intereft of the country, 
many of them would proceed to any extremity. 
The advantage which the country derives from this 
this church in Jpirituals ought to be very great, to 
counterbalance what it may fuffer by it in temfor^ 

If the ftate of the church of England with re- 
fpcft to the whole of the Britifti empire be con- 
fidered by the members of it, they will fee the 
grcateft reafon for moderation, and how impolitic 
it muft be to indulge that fpirit of perfecution 
which has broke out at Birmingham, and has 
manifeftcd itfelf in many other places. rThe Britilh 
empire, befides England, embraces Scotland, Ire- 
land, and Canada, in all which countries but a 
fmall number of the inhabitants are of her com- 
munion. Were thefe added to the Diffenters in 
England, and joined to thofe within the pale of the 
church who difapprove of its fyftem, but have not 

the 
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the courage to break their conneftion with it, there 
is little doubty but they would make a majority of 
the fubjc&g/ 

Befides, alf who are not Diffenters muft not, 
therefore, be numbered among the proper adhe- 
rents of the eftablifhed church. Becaufe the great 
mafs of them have no preference for it, but becaufe 
it is the eftablifhed church ; and no obferving per- 
fon can doubt, but that if Mr. Lindfey's Unitarian 
Liturgy Ihould be patronized by government, and 
a few of the more zealous of the clergy fhould not 
found the alarm, not one perTojn in a hundred 
would make any complaint of it,) 

Still lefs can thde who attend no public worftiip 
at all, who abound in the higheft and loweft cbffes 
of the community, be fairly reckoned to belong to 
any church j and in all large manufafturing and 
commercial towns, in which confift the great re- 
fources of the nation, they who attend public wor- 
Ihip of any kind bear but a fmall proportion to the 
reft. In Birmingham, at leaft fixty thoufand out 
of feventy are of this clafs j and of the remainder' 
more perfons attend public /^orfliip out of the 
parifh churches than in them.\ In many parts of 
South Wales, and efpeciaUy in the diocefe of St. 
David's, I am informed that the pariftx churches 
are almoft deferted,^ 
numerous and full 



while the meeting-houfes are 



In fad, therefore, the true intereft of the church 
of England, in the whole empire, is not great. It 

has 
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l^iisis but little hold on the minds of the people; and 
is fupported by other means than^ cordial appro- 
bation of it, and attachment to ifsjlcf^ependance 
is not upon berfelf^ but upon the mere will and 
power of the crown, which may change to-morrow. 
It, ther^^fore, certainly does not become her to be 
inlblent. ] 

In this ftate of things, alfo, it is certainly the 
\ht^ policy in the crown to favour toleration, rather 
than perfecution, and to convince every part of the 
empire, divided as the inhabitants of It are with re- 
fytOi to religion, that no difference oitbis kind will 
have any influence in civil matters. But at preient, 
this country, which ufed to pride itfelfi and with 
reafon, on its pre-eminence with refpedt to liberty, 
is far behind many other nations of Europe, to fay 
nothing of America, and difcovers a difpofition to 
recede, rather than ^^ advance, with refpedt to 
liberty, civil or religious.\ 



SECTION 
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SECTION X. 

The ComlufioHy cmtaining Reflexions en the Power of 
Religion in general. 

I— -A SHALL clofe thcfc Reflexions with 
ibme relating to religion properly fb called, as it has 
its f^at in the mind, and influences the temper and 
condudl: ; and with thefe I particularly wifh to itti-^ 
prefs my chriftian readers. Other perfons do not 
need to proceed any ferther, as what follows will to 
them be like fomething in an unknown tongue, J 

\ — Having had a religious education, and ori- 
ginally a delicate conftitution, I had from my early 
years a thoughtful and ferious turn df mind. I 
have alfo ever been p«-ticulariy attentive to hifbories 
of perfecutidn, and the ftate of mcn*s minds in thofe 
trying circumftances. This will appear from my 
publications. Several of my printed DifcourJIes re- 
late to this fubjeft, much of my Church Hiftory 
(much more than is ufoal in works of that extent) 
is appropriated to narratives of that kind, and I 
made a feparate re-publication, with a large Preface, 
of ^4n Account of the Sufferings of two eminent FreMftT^ 
ProteftantSy Mmfteur Marolks and Lewis le iwfx-.— ^ 

Ha vinomyfelf experienced fomething that may 
be called perjecution^ on acoHint of the freedom of 

my 
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my religious principles, in my firft fettlement, and 
having fince that time had much experience in re- 
ligious controverfylpnere reproach, however atro- 
cious, never afFeftecfeie much; much lefs, I believe, 
than itdoes mbft other perfonsj and of late y^ars, I 
xan truly fay that it is as nearly as poffible a matter 
of perfeft indifference to me, from whatever quarter 
it has come. Of fufFerings of this kind it is pro- 
bable that few men have ever Had a greater fliare, 
almoft every poffible kind of evil having hetn/aiJ of 
iney though falfely. But the reproach of enemies has 
been more than compenfated by the warm appro- 
bation and attachment of friends, of which alfo I 
have had my full fhare, enough to encourage any 
man to perfevere in well doifS^ and even to bear 
any fufFerings on that accountj 

Budthough I had read and reflefted much on 
the feelnigs of chriftians in a ftate of perfecution, 
and never doubted but that, in ordinary cafes, their 
joys far exeeded their forrows, I could not know 
that they did fo to the degree in which I can truly, 
and I hope without much vanity (for in this I 
meap nothing but the inftrudbion and encourage- 
ment of my readers) fay that I have lately found it. ) 
It is only in trying fituations that the foil force ot 
religious principle is felt, and that its real energy 
can fhow itfelfX And firmly believing, from the 
dodtrine oiphilofopmcal neceffity, thdt the hand of God 
is in all events, that in all cafes men are only his 
inftruments; that under his fure guidance all evil 
will terminate in good^ and that nothing fo effec- 
tually 
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tuall/ promotes any good caufe, by drawing men's 
attention to it, as the pcrfecution of its advocates, 
all that I have fufFered, and all that I can iiiffer, has, 
in many feafons of the calmeft refleftion upon it, 
appeared as nothings and lefs than nothing. \ 

\JL confider this perfecutiorf (for fo I fliall call it, 
though my enemies will, of courfe, confider it as the 
punifliment of my evil deeds, and even much lefs 
than I defervej)' let it be carried to what extent it 
will, as a cerfain prognoftic of the prevalence of 
every great truth for which I have contended ; and 
this profpeft, together with th« idea of my being an 
inftrument in the hand of providence of promoting 
the fpread of important truth, hy fuffering as well as 
by aSlingy has given me at times fuch exalted feelings* 
of devotion (mixed, as fentiments of devotion ever 
will be, with the pureft good-will tow^ds all men, 
my bittcreft enemies noue^xcepted^ as I had but an 
imperfed idea of before.^If the future peace of the 
country, and the fafety of my friends did not re- 
quire it, I would not have a fingle facrifice made 
to public juftice. Both the inftigators of the late 
violences, and their- blind agents in them, fhould 
go without any other punifliment, than what, if 
they ever come to a juft fenfe o£^ings, they will 
fufficiently infiid upon themfelv es, ^ 

^[dmitting that our perfecutors really imagined 
thatTliey were doing right, and promoting the 
caufe of truth, in their late outrages, yet the feel- 
ings of the man who does an injury, with whatever 

view. 
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view, cannot be without a mixture of nialevolcnc^, 
in confequcnce of his rejcricing [in that injuiyj a 
ientiment unworthy of a chijftian, and by which he 
will feel his mind dcbafed>[ Whereas the fentimenti 
of the pureft benevolence calily mix with thofe of 
devotion in the mind of the man who ViTi]uik\yfuffers 
the injury, and who is fatisfied that he is promoting 
the caufe of truth, and confequendy the beft in- 
terefts of mankind, by his fuflFcrings. When, fince 
my late difafter, I have given fcope to fuch re- 
flexions as thefe, I have had ienfadons of joy and 
exultation which I {hould in vain attempt to'de- 
fcribe ; and in general they have immediately fuc- 
ceeded the moft liicely fcnfe that I ever had of the 
injury done to me. ; 

What I have fufFered in my perfon is in a man- 
ner nothing, and with refpe£b to all the common 
wants of nature, I have had fuch refburces in my 
friends, and in thofe whom I did not before know to 
be my friends, as few perfons in my^fituation could 
have found. But corporeal fufferings are not thofe 
which give men the greateft anguifti.p Mental uri- 
eafinefs is much more dreadful thani4x>dily pain ; 
and the defpondency of fome friends, the fufferings 
to which others of them may be expofed, and the 
marks of prejiidice in fome whom I had not con* 
fidered as enemies, have fgjmetimes given me feel- 
ings peculiarly unplcafant^ Xlfo> the idea of nxy 
not being able, at my time of life, to replace my 
papers, library, and apparatus j th^ interruption of 
all my purfuits, and the uncertainty of my future 

prolpefts. 
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^prdfpe£^s, cannot but^forrie times be painful to me. 
>^glit notwithftanding this, when I have attended to 
the cbr>fiderations before nientioned, I have evea^-v 
been able to KJoice that I had fo much to lofe^^ 

\Cnce without fome facrifice of this nature, I fliould 
not5-in reality, have ifuftained any lofs at all, and 
confequently fliould have had nothing to boaft of. 
This, I own^ is a ftntinient that is not of the moft 
exalted nature, but I hope it is innocent ; and as / ' ) 

part of my real feelings ^ not improper to be men- ^ J ^ 

tioned, among my other fources of confolation.y n^'^ 

ScTfuUy ^m I jperfuaded that more good than 
evil wtlTrefult from what has happened to me, that, 
were it in my power, I would not be reftored to 
my former fituation. Had the late events hot hap- 
pened, I fhould, of courfe, have wifhedj and prayed, 
for continuing as I was. For no rgan, I believe, i 

ever thought himfelf niore happily fituated than I 
did. But Providence having now declarc^itielfi 
I acquiefce, and even rejoice in the decifion. . 

As to the theological works which 1 had in 
view, one of which was to trace the origin, and 
afcertain the nature, oi Antient Idolatry^ in order to 
demonftrate the value of revelation, another to con- 
tinue my Church Hijiory^ to the prefcnt times j a 
third to publilh my Notes and Paraphrafe on the 
J^ew ^ejiamenty and a fourth, to complete what I had 
undertaken of the New Tranflation of the Scriptures, 
I conclude, either that thefe works were not want- 
ed, or that they will be better done by other hands. 

I If 
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If life^ and the proper means^ be continued to me» 
I fhall refume, at leaft, fome of them^ as weU as 
my philofophicai experiments ; and if not^ I Ihall 
confole my felf with this verfc of Milton ; 

** They alfo fcrve, who only fland and wait** 

I am ready and willing to labour^ and to the utmoft 
of my ability^ whenever my talk (hall be gpven ipe. 

I hope alfo that I ihall not be much condemned 
for deriving fome confolation from the thought^ 
that though my library and apparatus be dcftroyed, 
I made fome confiderable ufe of them while I had 
them, and therefore that I have not lived in vaii^ 
Of this confolation my enemies cannot deprive me; 
nor, if my life be continued, and my affairs be in 
any meafure re-cftablilhed, will any thbg that I 
have yet fuffered, damp my ardour in frefh pur- 
fuits ; and having the advantage of years ^d expe« 
riencc, I may yet live to ferve, not my country in 
particular, but mankind, and the worfd, of whic)^ 
I am now become more a citizen at large. 

As to continuance of life, I was never very 
juixious ^bout it. | My writings (hew that I do not 
cov^Mqt death in rdelf as any great evil; and a vio^ 
lent deaths which is all that men can infli£k, is not, 
in general, fo much to be dreaded as many dilcafesTl 
Perfecution is not to be courted by any chrifti^n. 
Death is never to be fought, but to be avoided; 
and no man can tell how he Ihall behave in any 
yery new and trying fituation. But I truft that the 

fame 
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ferrte principles which have fupported me hitherto 
will carry me^hrough any trials that niay yet re- 
main for mo^ 

I have oftciv amufcd nriyielf, and my friends^ 
with recouiliring my feveral migrations, which^ 
though never of my own feeking, have been mor^ 
ifiameroys than thofe of any of my acquaintance > 
when i always laid that, having now obtained 
Jt happier fituaribn in all refpefts, than I ever 
Had before, I hoped I fliould never rennove any* 
more, artd that I did not even wifh to be, in any 
i^fpe^ happier than I was, in this world^fla 
every change of fituation, I ufed to fay, the aifSr 
(tulty of my removing had befen increafed by the 
accumulation of my book» and philofophical in-' 
ftrum<fnts ; but that, at Birmingham, my library and 
apparatus were beconne fo confidcrable, that it was 
abfolutely impoffible for me ever to remove to any 
other place. But now I am light enough, and can 
move with more eafe than ever, feady, at a mo- 
ment's warning, to go wherever it Ihall plcafe di- 
vine providence to call mef^ 

In general, the mind of man fbon recovers its 
ufual level, whatever it has been; fcenes of prof- 
perity or adverfity only making a temporary im- 
preflion upon it. Since, therefore, I have hitherto 
pnjoyed a good (hare of uniform chearful fpirits^ 
without being fubjeft to the extremes of elevation 
or depreffion, I have little doubt but that the fame 

J 2 happy 
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happy ftate of mind will accompany me through 
whatever may yet remain of life. 

Moreover, the fame good providence which has 
accompanied me^ will, I d6ubt not, accompany my 
children, who, being educated in good principles, 
will, I truft, have no lefs ardour of mind than I 
have had in every laudable purfuit that Ihall be 
within their reach. In this cafjTP Ihall not be forry 
to have been their parent, thoygji they fhould be 
expofed to greater fufFeringsthan I have been called 
to endure, in an equally good caufej and they will 
not be afliamed of their father, who has fet them 
the example of it. JLaftly/Eaving afted a worthy 
and generous part in life, inilie purfuit of truth and 
the praftice of virtue, I fhall hope to meet them, 
and my other chriftian friends, in a better world, 
where we fhall have nothing to fear from open vio- 
lence, any more than from fecret theft, j 
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STRICTURES ON A PAMPHLET 

INTITI^ED, , 

Noughts on the late Riot at Birmingam. 

[Printed for John Sewcll, Cornhill, J 



5)1 NCE the preceding Appeal was fcnt to 
the prefs, there has appeared a pamphlet intitled 
thoughts on the late Rtot at Birmingham^ written 
evidently by a high churchman (though in an Ad^ 
vertifinent prefixed to it, he ifays he has " no party 
** views^ or intolerant Ipirit) which abundantly juf- 
tifies all that I haye advanced concerning perfons 

of that defcription| If is, in faft, nothing lefs than 

a declaration of war againft all Diffenters, who (hall 
prefume to write any thing againft the eftablifhed 
church, threatening us with utterdeftruftion. With 
us writing is turbulence, and fudh turbujkimcc as 
will authorize open hoftility of every kind. / Such 
is the unavoidable inference from the blowing 
paffage, p, 52. 

^^ It is not too late for the Diffenters to recover 
^^ the charader of peaceable citizens, which they 
" have loft by their late political interference. It was 
^^ thought that many of them finned againft the peace 
^' of the public through inadvertency, and that they 
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" only wanted fome inftruftive faS to convince 
*' thenn of the tendency of what they were about, 
" and to incline them to (hew therjifelves the harm- 
*' iefs profeffprs of ^ peaceful religkm. Such a 
** faft has happened, and the nation is waiting to 
" fee what effcft it will have on them. If it is fuch 
*' as to Ihew that they have erred through want of 
*' confideration, an aft of oblivion is readyj»- be 
*' paffed on all their former mifconduft. LSut if 
«* the fame reftlefs and turbulent fpirit is Rill feen' 
<* working among them, farewel candour, forbear- 
^* ance, and concord. There will be an extinftion 
«* of all the charities that chriftianity inculcates be- 
f « tween the different perfuafions, and hoftilities will 
** commence, that will probably never end till the 
^^ one hsfi effefted the deftruftion of the othcr^^. 

What could Dominic himfelf have faid more to 
)iis purpofe, at the head of his cryfaders ? And what 
)iave we don^ more th^n the perfecuted Albigenfes 
did tp provoke this violence ^ What have we done 
pore than the primitive chriftiaps, or than the re^ 
formers frpm pqpery did, in their time, that is, 
yixitt in. defence of our principles, and with a view 
to this, expofe thofe of our adverfaries, and al- 
moft univerfally when they were the aggrcflors, and 
we were treated in the moft infulting manner ? For 
this all candour is profefledly abandoned, and de<» 
ftruftion threatened. 

At length, then, we are come to ^n i0ue. And 
jQnce wi(h ^ rcfiftaqce woukl be in vain, ^nd in 

our 
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our opinion unchriftian, we muft bear all the malice 
of our efiemics, or abandon the country. For we 
Ihall never abandon the defence of our principleis' 
as we have hitherto done> that is, by writing. 

L^ccording to this writer, Diffente^ muft neither 
write about religion nor politics. *^ As to the im- 
provement of the conftitution^' W fays, p. 49, 
** leave it to other hands." Tbisl then, is a thing 
that we have ho intereft in. Confequently, we are 
already to be confidered as no better than alieuSf^. 
which is another reafon why we flibuld go to feme V 
Country, where we may be treated as citizens. „ --^ 

Inconfiftendy enough, however, with the de- 
claration of hoftility quoted above, this writer fays, 
p. ao, ** The unitarian Diffenters are not yet of fuf- 
*^ fkient confequence to give any apprchenfions." 
Why then ail this rage, and buttle ? Is the Britifh 
lion ta tormented with a fly ? Have the high 
church people burned our meeting-hoiifes and 
dwelltng-houfes^ with every thing belonging to us, 
without the excijfe of having fomething to fear 
from us ? What then . would they do if we gave 
them real caufe of fear ? 

yin the opinion of this writer, and all of his 
party, it was I who was the proper caufe of the riot, 
and of all the mifchief that was occafioned by it. 
" Tis you," fays he, p. 16^ in his farcaftic way, 
" meek divine, peaceable philofopher, that did, iri 
** h&, fet die populace afloat, and brii^ it down 
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*' upon a crouded town, like a dcftru^ve engine, 
", that threatened general devaftationy In vain, 
" therefore, you feek to Ihift off the Bkme of this 
" event from yourfelf, by endeavouring to fix it on 
" others. I The country confiders you as the prin- 
" cipal cwfe of the mifchief, arid the utmoft that 
*^ candour itfelf can fay in your behalf is, that per-r 
" haps you did not intend the confequences, and 
" are, independent of the loffes youhave fuftaincd, 
" fmcercly forry that they happened^ 

From reading this, any ftranger would natu- 
rally conclude, that it was I that raifed the rioters, 
and headed them, but that afterwards they turned 
upon myfelf i and not that they were raifed and in- 
ftigated^y my enemies, and that I was their firft 
vi(9:im.[^jOn the idea, however, that I was the 
aggrefloFlh this bufinefs, and taking it for granted, 
that I muft fee it in the fame light as himfelf, he is 
furprized, p. 3, 17, to find nothing of penitence in 
itiy Letter to the Inhabitantyof Birmingham. Byt 
what have I to repent of ?^s it mv jvritingCJn 
defence of truth and Ubertyj) I aipfo far from 
repenting, that I glory in them, zm in the fame 
circumftances, I would haye done the &me; and 
while I am capable of writing at alV? fhall con- 
tinue to^rite in the fame manner, as opportunity 
offers, jWith refpeft to the riot, if I repent at all, 
it mijftiie for the crimes of others. But though I 
cannot repent of them, I can truly fay I am deeply 
concerned for them, and defirous that thofe who are 
guilty may repent. As things are, it is enough for 
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ipe, as a chriftian, fo forgive thofe who have of- 
fended me, whenever they rqpent. More than this, 
is not required of any man. Let thofe then who have 
burned my houfe, or have inftigated others to bum 
it, do their duty^ and I Ihall be ready to do mine. 

r This writfer himfelfi this abettor of the burning 
oriioufes, libraries, and philofophical inftruments, 
as an anfwer to arguments, only pretends to find my 
inftruments of deftruftion in my writings, "Cu.- 
« riofity," he fays, p. 16, " would prompt the 
^' people to read for themfelves" (I only wifli they 
were difpofcd to do fo, efpecially at Birmingham) 
'* where a man that was diftinguifhed by fuch fen- 
*^ timents" (whatever, then, it was that was dan- 
gerous about me, they were hut fentiments) ^'was 
" an inhabitant. They opened one of his books, ' 
*' and. there found that the man who had quietly 
*^ enjoyed the exercife of his. religion threatened the 
^^ deftruftion of theirs." But did not I allow to 
others the fame liberty that I took myfelf ; and how 
did I threaten others, except in the fame magner as 
others had threatened me,, viz. by writing?\ 

In the fame manner, in vmdication of the juft- 
nefs of his charge againft me as the proper author 
of all the mifchief, he fays, p. 17, « I call the whole 
*' nation to witnefs.'* Now what can the whole 
nation witnefs befides my writings, which are open 
to them all, and which I fincerely wifh they would 
all read?* 

J . • ^«.^^J^fJ»* %8> P- 17. that this charge againft me can be 
*^iubfta«tiated by producing thcpapcrsof the lihj papers 

be 
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That the whole of the [turbulence this writer 
afcribes to me confifts in nothing but my writings, 
is ferthcr evident from his cenfure of my treatment 
of civil eftablifhments of chriftianity in my Letter 
to,Mr. Burke, in which, replying to an orator, who 
had not been fparing of his metaphors on the other 
fide, I had made ufe of fome which appeared to me 
to be applicable on mine, comparing thofe eftab- 
Uihments, which were unknown in the primitive 
and founder ages of the church, but were intro-> 
4uced in a late and more corrupt ftate, to s^/mpis^ 
&€• " How remote," fays he, p. 1 8, " is this from 
^ the language of a peaceable man." But, furely, 
it is not more remote from peace, than the burn* 
ing of A houfc is from the anfwering of an argu- 
ment, JHo¥?evcr, it is evident that, in this writer's 
idea, fcannot write at all, at lead to any purpose, 
and employ either rea/tm or imaghuuicm, without 
breaking the peace^ and incurring the penalties an- 
nexed to that ofience. I fhould have been happy, 
however, if my conduit had been conQdered in 
that %ht> and my enemies had contented them- 
felves with pro&cuting me in. any kgal method for 
breaking the peace. It would have been a curious 
trial, and would not, I prefumr^ have ended as 
did the riots at Birmii^hanru 

ht meant manufcrtpt papers, found in my library, when the riotcrt 
nioodered k, of wluch this writer ieems to have had the infpe£Hony 
let them be produced. I have a peifftft conlciourneis that thore extft» 
nothing of my writing, found either there, or in any other place^that 
can fvniifh juft matttr ci crimination agatnft me, though^ as was the 
cafe with the immortal Algernon Sydney, papers (o found ihould be. 
admitted as legal evidence. I will not, however, anfwer for papen 
that may have been written by others in order to be found in my li« 
brary, ai»y more than for the fargtiChtUr that wat read to the mob, 
to.infti|py»Aeia^dodkeimlcfaict« \ 

^ ^ As 
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As a ferther reafbn why I fhould not have 
WHt^rT'any thing againft the church (which, it 
fs^msj does not like to be molefted) he alleges my 
not being rf iV. " This pacific divine, and phi- 
^* Ipfopher," he fays, p, 6, *^ meddles with the 
** concerns of a fociety to which he does not be- 
•^ long." But do the clergy govern themfelvej 
by the fame maxim? Have they never volun- 
tarily attacked the Diflentcrs ? Did Mr. Madan get 
himfelf admitted into any of our focieties before he 
wrote againft usTjWas not he, thenfguilty of med- 
dling with the concerns of a fociety to which be 
did not belong, even more than myfelf, asjie was 
the aggrcflbr irp^he controvcrfy J But thPmaxim 
itfelf is abfurdT Jit becomes every man to defend 
truth, and attack error, wherever he finds it. Every 
man is of the fociety of mankind, and fliould not 
fee his brethren go aftray, or in any refpeft injure 
themfelves, without endeavouring to ferve them; 
Pid not the primitive chriftians meddle with the 
affairs of the heathens, and the Proteftants with 
thofe of the Catholics,, though they did not belong 
to their focieties ? And did they not meddle with 
them in the fame manner in which I have med- 
dled with the church of England, viz. by fpeaking 
and writing : and many of them wrote in a much 
more irritating manner than I have ever done, and 
were univerfally admired for it, 

Y Diflentcrs, however, have juft caufe of med- 
dlmgwith the chuich of England, fo kwig as it is 
a national cburcb, and they, as well as the reft of 

the 
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the commumty, contribute towards the mainte* 
nance of it. J For every man is concerned to fee 
that he has^the value of that for which he gives 
his money.l The Diffenters are much more a fo- 
ciety with wKich the members of the church of 
England have no bufinefs to meddle, as they do 
not contribute to the fupport of our worfhip. 
According to this writer, Diffenters have nothing 
to do with either the church or the JiatCy but muft 
be paffive lookers: on in every thing; patiently 
l)earin^ every burden that is laid upon thcmX 

From th^jwhole of this performance, which, 
whether coming from any authority or not, evi- 
dently fpeaks the language of all the high church 
party, it is evident that we are to receive blows 
for words, and fire and fword for argument) Let 
them then go to their purpofe, and proceeJas they 
have begun to burn, viz. our houfes and meeting- 
houfes, and ourfelves too, if they can find us In 
them I for that was their intention at Birmingham. 
We alfo fhall defend ourfelves as we have hitherto 
done, i. e. with more writing, and more arguments. 
All men, and all animals, naturally have recourfe 
p> fuch weapons as they find themfelves furnifhed 
with, and are moft expert in the ufe of; and infig- 
nificant as ours may appear, in comparifon with 
theirs, they will be found more effedtual. We 
wiUTay as the noble Florentine faid to the French 
king and his officers, " Do you found your tnim- 
" pets, and we will ring our bells/' 

This 
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This writer fays, p. 12, that " as a philofopher 
" I know fomething of hyman nature, and how 
*^ irritable men are on the fubjeft of their national 
. "religion;" and p. 51, that my "political ani- 
*^ madverfions did not. aft nierely on the. under- 
*' ftandings of men* but that they took hold of their 
** paffions." This, indeed, we have found to our 
coft. But it is likewifc well known that paffion 
predominates mod where there is the greateft de- 
ficiency of reafon. The primitive chriftians alfo, and 
the firft Proteftants, found that their adverfaries had 
paffions, which they were always re^y to oppofe to 
the diftates of reafon; and^that, having as little ta 
fay for themfelves, they were as irritable as the 
high church party at Birmingham. But this cir-* 
cumftance was no fufficient motive with, the pri- 
mitive chriftians, or the Proteftants, for filence, 
nor will it be any with usCand if this writer, or. 
his friends, imagine that tne riots in Birmingham 
will filence us, and produce n6 writing, he will be 
greatly miftaken indeed. I forefce a deluge of 
pamphlets on the occafion, and if he had wiftied 
that there fhould be no writing^n our fide, he^ 
ijiould not have publifhed on hig^v 

Mfthis writer be furprized ^t finding nothing 
penitential in my Letter to the Inhabitants of Bir- 
mingham, others, will be as much furprized otv 
[ finding nothing of commi/eraiion iii his pam{)hlet, 
except for tht wretches whom he expeded would 
t)e executed for what they did in the bufmefs. Of 

this 
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this he has drawn an affcftingpifture indeed, as of 
the fufflerings rf fo nnany Aiartyrs to the church, 
and to rcligionr " This riot/' he fays, p. 3, " wifl 
" be followed ^ith the ttcrifice of many lives oft 
^ the altar of public juftice:^ Difconfolate womeft 
•* are foon to take their laft embrace of their huf- 
•* bands, children to ftiFiek at the fight of their fa- 
^ there ftrfpended before their own doors, and heart-* 
" broken parents to follow their forts to the &taA 
^ tree, fome of whom, had they not been put m 
* motion by the ferment his writings have eontri- 
^ bute4^4a raife, had never difturbed the peace of 
*^ fociety. J Had there been any fympathy in the 
•* heart tliat diftated the letter, on the events- that! 
^ rauft draw fuch calamities after them, there hacf 
** furely been one line expreflive of fuch aienfation. 
** Let the reader find it, if he Can/' And let the 
reader look through this whole paimphlet, and 
find, if he can, any thing like fuch a fellow-feeling 
for the innocent ftifFerers, that he herc,.^3^€ires iot 
die wicked authors of their fufFeringsl In a NotCy 
however, on this pafftge (which iJuppofe he 
liiought too eloquently written to be loft) the author 
is happy *' to find that his ideas were not fully juftiv 
" fied by the iflue of the late affizes held at War- 
•* wick." Indeed, the Incomparable behaviour of 
the magiftrates and of the jury, and the proper re-, 
prcfentations made tO' the king, have happily faved* 
this Writer and his friends much of the pain which* 
they expefted from the cruel and unnierited fufFer- 
ings oi thtiv felkwcbmbmen* Had our fufferings^ 

been 
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been ten times greater than they have been, fo 
much greater-^uld have been their pious exulta- 
tion over us^y 

IfH3 not undertake to animadvert upon every 
thingjtkat deferves animadverfion in this pamphlet, 
out I cannot conclude thefe ftriftures without ob- 
ferving that, as a compliment to the church of 
England, againft which Diffenters muft not write, 
the author fays, p. 11,'* lays it any reftraint on the 
** fpirit of enquiry, and how then is it hoftile to 
^ the cleared truth ?*V Is then fubfcription to the 
thirty-nine articles at an age in which it is impof- 
fible for perfons to have ftudied them, no reftraint 
on the fpirit of enquiry ; and is not every reftraint 
on the fpirit of enquiry neceffarily hoftile to truth? 
But no man can fee the darkeft fpot on his own^ 
forehead. Otherwife this writer could not but have 
been fenfible of this, and mariy^other moft glaring 
abfurdities in his publication. \ 
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Copy of a Hand-bill privately circulated in Birming- 
ham, a few Days before the Riots. 

MY COUNTRYMEN, 

X HE fecond year of GalHc liberty is nearly 
expired. At the commencement of the third, on the 14th 
of this month) it is devoutly to be wiihed, that eva*y ene^ 
my to civil and religious defpotifm would give his fandion 
to the majeflic eommon cau/e^ by a public celebration of the 
annivcrfary* Remember that on the 14th of July the Bat 
tile, that « High Altar and Caftle of Defpotifm*' fell. Re- 
member the entbufiafm peculiar to the caufe of Liberty, 
with which it was attacked. Remember that generous 
humanity that taught the oppreifed, groaning under the 
weight of infultcd rights, to fare the lives of opprefibrs I 
Extinguish the mean prejudices of nations ; and let your 
numbers be colIe6kd, and fent as a free- will offering to 
thfi^ational Aflembly. 

I But is it poffible to forget that your own Parliament ii 
^6SST} Your Minifter hypocritical ? Your Clergy legal 
oppreffors ? The deigning Family extravagant? TheCrown 

K of 
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of a certain great Perfonage becoming every day too 
■weighty for the head that wears it ? Too weighty for the 
people who gave it? Your taxes partial and exceffive? 
Your reprefentation a cruel infult upon the facred rights of 
property, religion, and freedom ? 

But on the 14th of this month, prove to the political fy- 
cophants of the day, tliat You reverence the Olive Branch ; 
that You will facrifice to public tranquility, till the majo- 
rity Jhall exclaim. The Peace of Slavery is worfe than t^ 
War of Freedom. Of that moment let Tyrants bewarcT/ 



. N' 11. 

My LeUer to the InbaHtojUs of Birmingham. 

My late Townfmen and Neighbonrsy 

AFTE^^living with you eleven years, in which 
you had uniform experience of my peaceful behaviour, in 
my attention to the quiet duties of my profei&on, and thofe 
of philofophy, I was far irom expeding the injuries which 
I and my friend^ave lately received from you. But you 
have been mifl^T By hearing the Diflenters, and particu- 
larly the UnitanSffDiiTenters, continually railed at, as ene- 
mies to the prefent government, in church and ftate, you 
have been ledJP confider any injury done to us as a meri- 
torious thing ;^nd not havings been better informed, the 
means were not attended to. xj^^hen the o^Si was right, 
you thought the means could not be wron^ By thfdif- 
courfes of your teachers, and the exclamations ofyour 
fuperiors in general, drinking confufion and damnation to 
us (which is well known to have been their frequent prac- 
tice) your bigotry has been excited to the higheft pitch, and 
nothing having been fidd to you to moderate your paifions, 
but every thing to inflame them'^hencQ without any con- 

^ fidcration 
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fideratlon on your pat, or oh theirs, who ought to have 
known, and taught you better, you were prepared for 
every fpecies of outt^agej thinking that whatever you 
could do to fpite and injure us, was for the fupport of go- 
vernment, and efpecially the church(^In deftroying us, 
you have been led to thinl5^« did God and your country 
thA moft fubflantial fervid^, j 

^Igopily, the minds of-Engliflimen have an horror of 
murden and therefore you did not, I hope, think of that \ 
r^hough, by your clamorous demanding of me at the Hotel, 
Mf \% probable, that at that time, fome of you intended me 
^ fome perfonal injunJ But what is the value of life, when 
every thing is done to make it wretched ? In many cafes, 
there would be greater mercy in difpatching the inhabi- 
tants, than in burning their houfes. However, I infinitely 
prefer what I feel from the fpoiling of my goodsy to the dif- 
, pofition of thofe who have mifled you. 

aou have deffa-oyed the moft truly valuable and ufefiil 
itus of philofophical in(faniments, that perhaps any 
individual, in this or any other country, was ever pofleffed 
of; in my ufe of ^hich I annually fpent large fums, with 
no pecuniary view whatever, but only in the advancement 
of Icience, for the benefit of my country, and of mankind. 
You have deftroyed a library correfponding to that appa- 
ratus, which no money can re-purchafi',j^ept; in a long 
courfe of timej But what I feel far mocj, you have de* 
firoyed manufcrtpts^ which have been the refult of the la- 
borious ftudy of many years, and whkh I (hall never be 
able to re-compofe; and this has been done to one who 
never did, or imagined you any harnh/ 

|r}Siow nothing more of the han^^lly which is faid to 
have enraged you fo mMgh, than any of yourfelves, and I 
diiapprove of it as muc{^though it has been made the 
oftenfible handle of doing infinitely more mifchief than any 
thing of tliat nature could poffibly have done. In the cele- 
bration of the French R^olution, at which I did not at- 
tend, the company a0embled on the occafion, only exprefied 

K^ their 
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their joj in the emancipation of a ntigUxniring nation 
fh>m tyranny^ without intimating a define of any thing 
more than foch an improvement of bur own conftituticHH 
as aUjbher citizens, of evoy perfuafion have long wiflied 
for. I And though, in anfwer to the grols and unprovoked 
calimsiies of Mr. Madan, and others, I publicly vindicated 
my principles as a Diilenter, it was only with plain and fober 
argument, and with perfcd good humour. We are better 
inftruded in the mild and forbearing fpirit of chriftianity, 
than ever to think of having recourfe to vhlena; and can 
you think fuch condud as yours any recommvidation of 
your religious principles in preference to cfarsjj 

You are ftill more miftaken, if you imagine that dii$ 
condu£l of yours has any tendency to ferve your caufe, at 
to prejudice ours. It laTnothing but rea/on and argument 
that can ever fupport afiy fyftem of reljeionJ^iifwer 
our arguments, and your bufinefi is donejjbut^our hav^^ 
ing recourfe to violence^ is only a prcibfthat you have 
nothing better to produce. Should you deflroy myfelf as 
well as my houfe, library, and apparatus, ten mc^^ perfon% 
of equal or fuperior fpirit and ability, would inftantly Hfe^.^ 
up. If thofe ten were deftroyed, an hundred would tppear^^^^ 
and believe me, thalme church of England, which you 
now think you are ia|$^orting, has received a greater blow 
by this condudnpf yours, than I mA aU my friends have 
crver aimed zijsj 

Beiides, to abufe thofe who have no power of making 
refijftance, is equally cowardly and brutal, peculiarly un* 
worthy of Englifhmen, to fay nothing of chriftianity, which 
teaches us to do as we would be donej^. In this bufinefs 
i9ve are the flieep, and you the woIvcsJLWc wUl prefcrve pur 
charader, and hope you will change yours.ilAt all events, 
^e return you bleffings fof curfes ; and pray that you may 
foon return to that induAry, and thofe fober maimers^ for 
which the iphabitants of Birmingham were formerly diC- 
^gui(hed/J 

^ '{^am your ilncere well-wiihery 

«,^^ i9» 1791. \ J. PklESTLEY. 



v^ 



r 133 3 

JV'III. 

4» 4mwtt of the Origin of th Riots. ift Birmit^m, 
from a Newfpaper called the The- Timb§,j 

Tuefday, July 1 9, 1 7 9 1 . 

BY 9very account which has arrived from Birmii^- 
ham, and from authenticated fafts in corroboration of what 
yf% h^ve already aff^rted, it is an/jndifputable truth, that the 
Qiotives which pceafioned the havoc already made among 
the Diflenters at Birmingham, and which is ftill in con- 
tinuance, folely fprung from the loyalty of the people, and 
the utter abhorrence in which the principles of a republican 
lyftem of government are held by the public at large. 1 

The public /were determined before they proceedied to 
violence, to have fome further proof of the intention of 
thofe commemoration ipen. The hand-bill might be a 
forgery,— or might be an infidious fcheme to i^ife a mob 
fgr the purppfe of plunder i-^-they therefore waited until 
they heard what was faid at table — how the political 
complexion of the company would manifeft itfelf, — and 
whether any thing more than a ncnere fcene of comoiemo- 
x;atix7Q coifviviaUty was int^nded^^ 

They had indeed their fuipieions, and ttiofe fufpidons, 
after thie firft coMhCe were r^ealifedi by thrlEbUowing toaft 
being drank ^-r- 

< DESTRi/CTlON TO THE PRESE^IT GOVERNME|Pf-— AND 
-.THE king's head UPON A CHARGEJlP/ 

Thg^inhabitants, and they were almoft to a man ne- 
fpefteble houfekeepers and manu£ab6tuf ers, who waited out- 
fuk the Hotel to watch the oiotioiis of the Revolutionifts 
withfn^ no ibxuauer Ijtad this trjbalbnable toaft made known 
to &em, tlian loyalty fwift as lightnir^ (hot through 
thf ir miads, and a kiad of ejijs&kal patiiotiiba animated 
them to inftant vengean^ Thsf^ruChdl inio this con-^ 
venticlc of treafop, and before thrtccond courfe was well 
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laid upon the table, broke the windows and glafles, pelted 
and infulted thefe modem reformers, and obliged them to 
feek for fafety in immediate fligh^ 

fkn inflammatory bill in Doftor Prieftley's hand- 
writing was found among his papers, and has been tranf- 
mitted to the Secretary of StateM..The Do<ftor is at Kid* 
derminfter, to which place it is faid the populace mean to 
follow hin^. His dodrines, they avow, were meant tq 
fubvert the Conftitution. 

Mr. Parker, a very eminent attorney, is the perfon who 
fent up the inflammatory and treafonable paper found ii^ 
Prieftley's houfe, and in the Doftor's own-famd, which it 
is tl^ought is a full ground for profecution. J 



N' V. 



Mr. Rujfeirs Letter to the Editor of the Morning 
* Cbronick* 

SIR, -] ' — ' . 

\BEING in London, and feeing in The Times 
of yefterday the moft atrocious calumny that was ever 
laid before the public, I feel it my dudr immediately to 
contradi£l it in thp^jnoft pointed term^ I do therefore 
declare, tliat the Aarrative of the Birmingham Confti- 
tuticfnal Dinner is materially untrue ; and that the ac- 
count given of the firji Toaft^ in The . Times^ is anawft 
flagrant falfehood. It was. The King and ConftitutiotuJ 

The Meeting broke up without the leaft riot or dif- 
turbancc— !-That the public may judge, whether the pro- 
ceedings of the day, and the Toafts, were or were not 
reprehenfible, the following true narrative is now pro- 
duced) the authenticity and truth of which I will vouch 
for. 

The 
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The 5j:ocecdings of the day were preceded by an 
advertifement in the Birmingham Chronicle, publiftied 
that morning, of which the following is a copy: 

f 

I B irtmngbam OmtmemoraHm of the French Revoltttion, 

Several Hand-bills having been circulated in the Town, which 
can only be intended to create diftnift concerning the intention of 
the Meeting, to difturb its harmony, and inflame the minds of the 
people; the Gentlemen who propofed it, think it neceflary to declare 
their entire difapprobation of all fuch Hand-bills, and their ignorance 
of the authors. — Senfiblc themfelves of the advantages of a frc« 
Government, they rejoice in the extenfion of Liberty to their neigh- 
bours, at the fame time avowing, in the moft explicit manner, their 
firm attachmisnt to the Conftitution of their own Country, as veiled 
in the Three Eftates of King, Lords, and Commons: Surely no 
free-born Bngli/bman can refrain from exulting in this addition to 
the general mafs of human happinefs. It is the caufe of bumanity, 
it is the caufe of the people. ^^ 

Birmingham; Julj/ 1 3, i ;<> i . I 

^ / 

In the/morning, however, after this was publiflied, 
many rumours of the probability of a riot were bipught 
to the friends of the Meeting; and as there was too 
much reafon to think that means had been ufed to pro^- 
mote one, they determined to poftpone the intended 
Diimcr, and accordingly agreed to put it oflf, and pre- 
pared a hand-bill for that purpof^ of which the foUow- 
ii^ is a copy: 

Intended Commemoration of the French Revolution* 
The Friends of the intended Feftivity, finding that their views 
and intention, in confequence of being mifoonceived by fome, ^nd 
mifreprefented by others, have created an alarm in the minds of the 
majority of the town, and it is thought, end^ger^d its tranquility, 
inform their neighbours that they value die peace of the town far 
beyond the gratification of a Feftival, and therefore have determined 
to give up their intentions of dining at the Hotel upon this occaiigivf 
and they very gladly improve this renewed opportunity of declaring 
that they are to this hour entirely ignorant of the Author, Printer, c3 
Publifher, of the inflammatory Hand-bill circulated on Monday ^^-^ 

. This waspent to the Printer; but before he had com- 
pofed it^ Mr. Dadley, the Mafter of the Hotels attended, 

in 
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in confequeiKte of having the Dinner countertivinded; 
fuid reprcfented, that he was Aire there was no darker of 
any tumuh, and fecommended that the Dinner might 
be had as was intended; only propofing, that the gentle- 
men (bould take care to breajc up early, and then all 
danger would be avoidedTjThi^j^beafure was then adopted, 
and orders given to the Printer to fupprefs the hand-bill. 
Accordingly there was a meeting of eighty-one gentle^ 
men, inhabitants of the town and neighbourhood, at the 
Great Room in the Hotel, where they dined and paffed 
the afternoon wi^h that focial, temperate^ and benevolent 
feftivity, which the confideration of the great event, which 
has difFufed liberty and h9m)inefs among a lai^e portion 
cfjixe human race, infpireds/ 

r The following Toafts were drunk, and were agreeably 
, inteffnixed with fongs, compofed and fung by fome of 
the company. 

X. The King and Conftitiition. 

a. The National Affembly and Patriots of France, tvhofe virtue 
-and wifdom have raiibd twenty-fix millions from the mean condition 
of fubje£bs of defpotiim, to the dignity and happineis of freemen. 
/"%. The Majefty of the People. 

4. May the New Conftitution of France be rendered perfeft 
and pei^etaal. 
, 5. May Great Britain, Ireland, and France, unite in perpetual 

friendfliip, and may their only rivallhip be the exteniion of Peace and 
Liberty, Wifdom and Virtue, 
^/ 6. The Rights of Man. May all nations have the wifdom to 
u»i«rftand, and the courage to aflert and defend them. 
/ 7.' The true Friends of the Conftitution of this Country, who wi(h 
to preferve its fpirit, by correfting its abufes. 
/ S. May the People' of England never ceafeto remonftrate, till 
>^eir Parliament becomes a true National Reprefentation. 
/ ^ The Prince of Wales. 
y/ \o The United States of America. May they for cv«r enjoy the 
^ liberty which they have ib honourably acquired. 

II. May the late Revolution in Poland prove the harbinger of a 
more pcrfeft fyftem of Liberty extending to that great Kingdom. 
^ 12. May the Nations of Europe become fo enlightened as never 
V^ -more to be deluged intofavage wars, by the mad ambition of their 
jrulers. 

13. May 
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|/(3. May the fword be never uniheathed» but for tbe defence and 
liberty of our country, and then, may. every man caft away the fcab- 
bard, until the people are fafe.aijid fre^. , 

y 14., To the glorious memory of Hampden and Sydney, and other 
^enoes of all ages odd initioi|«, lyl^o havef^ghtand bled for Iibef|y: 
^A\, To the memory of Dr. Price, and of- all thofe illuftrious fagea 
<^ho have enlightened mankind on the true principles of civil fociety. 

16. Peace and good-will to all mankind. 

1 7. Profperity to the town of Birmingham. 

1 8. A happy Meeting to all the Friends of Liberty on the 14th of 
July, I79»- 

It is but juftice to the liberality andlgyblic Ipirit of an 
ingenious Aitifl: of this town to mention, that h? decorated 
the room upon this occafion with three elegant ernble* 
matic pieces of Mlpture, mixed with paintii^, in a new ftile 
of compofition. i^he central piecp was a i5nely executed 
medallion of his majefly, encircled \idth a dory, on each 
fide of which was an alabafler obelifk^] the/one exhibiting 
Gallic liboty breaking the bands of defpotifm, and th<^ 
other reprefentipg Britifh liberty in its prefwit enjoyment.^ 

A truly refpe<3table gentleman, a member of the church 
of England, was Chairm^— oth^s of that profeffion 
w^re of the company, nor was a fia^ fentiment uttere^ 
or, I believe, conceived, that would hurt the feelings of 
any one friend to liberty and good government, -under 
the luppy conftitutkHi we are \As&ii with in this king^ 
dom.*— I aver this to be a true and juft rq^refentation of 
the proceedings which have been fo fcandaloufiy mifre*^ 
prefented in the Fapfsr above-mentioned i and am» 

Sir, 
Undm, Ju!y »o, YouT obedient fcrvant, 

X75I. WILLIAM RUSSELL 



Mr. Keir*j Letter to the Printer of tjte Birmingham 
"^ and Stafford Okronick. \ 

Mr. Printer, ^,^^ 

AS I find that many grofs hlthoods have been 
circulated through the country, in order to inflame the 
minds of the people concerning the meeting held laft 
Thurfday, to commemorate the French Revolution, I 
will beg leave to ftate what I myfelf have had occafion 
to know refpefting that fubjeft. — Some gentlemen in 
Birmingham had propofed by an advertifement in the 
newfpapers, to hold a meeting of the friends of liberty 
and of mankind, at the Hotel, to commemorote the French 
Revolution, in the fame manner as wa^one in London, 
and many other parts in the kingdom. HTwo days before 
the time appointed for this meeting, a very refpedhble 
gentleman called on me, and faid he came to tell me, 
that it was the general wifli of thofe who intended to 
meet, that I (hould be their chairman on the occafion. 
I accepted the compliment, and promifed to come to 
Birmingham to attend, never conceiving that a peaceable 
meeting) for the purpofe .of rgoicing that twenty-fix 
millions of our fellow-creatures were refcued from def- 
potifin, and made as free and happy as we Britons are^ 
could be mifinterpreted as being offenfive to a govern-, 
ment, whofe greateft boafl: is liberty, or to any who pro- 
fefs the chriftian religion, which orders us to love our 
neighbours as ourfelves^We accordingly met and dined 
with the greateft peace and harmony, and after drinking 
fome toafts, expreflive in the firft place of our loyalty to 
our own King and ConJHtutienf2nA in the fecond place, of 
our joy at the happinefs which the French have acquired 
by their new Conftitution, we diflblved the meeting 
entirely, in the greateft order, between five and fix in the 

evening, 
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evening, and quitted the Hotel, every man retiring fepa- 
rately to his home, or to his private affairs. I returned 
to my houfe in the country, nor knew of the difturbances 
till next day. The meeting in London was condufted 
with the fame decorum, nor has there been an inftance, as 
for as 1 know, in the many fimilar meetings throughout . 
England, of the fipalleft irregularity attempted by them. 
Now, Mr. Printer, as anions are the beft interpreters of 
men's intentions, it is evident that the malicious infinu- 
ations, that thefe meetings were intended, to difturb the 
peace and government of the country, Mve been by the 
event proved to be felfe and groundlefs^^ 

I have lately heard that it is reported that we drank 
difloyal and feditious toafts. Now the very firft toaft that 
was given was. The King and the Confi'ttution, I do not 
know any words in the Englifli language expreffive<rf 
greater loyalty; and one of the laft was. Peace and good-* 
will to all mankind^ which cannot eafily be interpreted to 
excite people to tumult. I Ihall hereafter publilh a lift 
of all the toafts, which were altogether in the fame fpirit of 
loyalty, peace, and charity. 

[jk fecond report is, that Juftice Carlefs was* infulted 
and turned out of the room. The fa6l is, that Juftice 
Carlefs never was in the room, and therefore it is not eafy 
to conceive how he could be turned out. - I will add, that 
I have not the fmalleft doubt, that if that gentleman had 
come^ he would have been received with due refpeftTH 

Ait^ird falfe report was, that a feditious hand-biUnad 
been diftributed by the members of the meeting, on fome 
preceding day. A feditious and truly infamous hand-bill 
had been diftributed, itJs true, but by whom written or 
diftributed is not knownj It is heartily to be wiftied that 
the perfons concgned may be difcovered, and puniflied 
according to law. y As foon ks the gentlemen of Birming^ 
ham, who had concerted the Commemoration Meeting, 
faw this hand-bill, they perceived that the efFecft, and per- 
haps the intention of it, was to inflame the mob againft 

them, 



HP , APPENDIX. 

th«n, and they immediatdy publiflied in th^ Thurfday*^ 
newfpaper, ap advertifement declaring their difavowal of 
this hwd-Wl, and their own loyal attachment to th^ 
Kitg* tvrdfj and OmmoHS. They alfo fent hand-biiU 
witii cQpm of thi$ advertifemcnt all over Bifmingbaair 
It was not poflible for them to do any thing more eff^Bwd 
to prevent any bad effi^s from this feditious {^per» or tp 
refoue themfelves from the cahiipny of th^r^ being the 
authors ofk.J 

ThcAalFfelfe report that I have heard «lativc to that 
meeting is^conccming Dr. Prieftlcy's behaviour there. To 
this I fuppofe it will b»-^ufHcient to anfwer, that Dn 
friiftUy was nof pre/fnt. / 

Thefe are all the rJsports which I have hea^d, but I 
doybt not there may be many others, of the truth of 
which ev^y man of common fenfe will jvdge from what 
I have faid of tboii^ which have come tp my knowledge, 
Neverthelcfs, thefe felfe reports^lU'e all the pretences for 
the late horrible riots ; but 4he event l))ews that they 
urerc.oniy preUncASy and that the Diffenters were the tru^ 
objedl of the fury of the mob, as many of thofe gentkmf n 
who have fufFered from the riots were not prefcnt.* For 
the bufin^fe of the Commemoration meetings had nothing 
to do with religious diftint^ions, and were in other p^arts 
eompoi^ of churchofien, catholics, and diflbnters. it i$ 
tme, tliat in Birmingham, the majority were Diffenters j 
but itis iryident that they did not wi(h it to be diAipguiih^ . 
as a party meeting, when they did me the honour to chufe 
me as their chairman, who, it was evident, nmft have con- 
formed* in order to qualify myfelf for the coouniflions 
which I have held in the army, to all the formalities pre* 
icrib^ by tb< Teft A61, wid who never was prefepfcin a 
^iTenting meeting above once or twice in EnghmxTi al^ 
tb^ji^h I have the great^tl. reg2U*d for the diffenting in* 
dividuals whom I know, among whom are feveral of th« 
late imlbrtunate vif^ims* misn as peac$abk, refpedteblc, and 
loyal as any in the kingdom^ Bi/t^ds the fulled of the 

commemoration 
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eommeittbratlon meeting was (faitt unknovm to the ig- 
norant part of the people, it gaV6 in opportunity . of 
raifing any lies that were neccfiary to inflame the mob to 
Execute their horrid ptirpofes.— But that the proceedings 
of the meeting Were innocent, peaceable, and honour- 
able, ana alfo free from every fubjeft relative to religious 
parties>/l folemnly affirm^ I am, Mr. Printer, 

Yours, &c. 

JAMES KEIR. 

^e/i Bromwtch July 2(5, 1791. 



N' VI. 

Copy of a Letter to me, printed in a column oppofite 
to my own Letter to the Inhabitants of Birmingham^ 
and thrown into many boufes in London with the 

title of ^BLF-MURDSR, OR THE DoCTOR TRI£D 
AKD CONVICtED BY HtS OWN EvIDSKOE. 

SIR, 

YOU hdve appealed to the public in virtdica- 
tion of your condu<a, and lamented your lofies with the 
feelings of a man; they are great) bec^ufe in cmt re^)c£t 
Irreparabkr- 

£ut j9/hilft I join with the public in regretting the de^ 
(lru£tlon of your philofophical property, it pains mefcd 
aver that you hatd not proved your political innocenct;^ 

You and your friends have been- charged as enemie^l 
to the prtfent fyftem of Government: let ua examine 
how.youTatt#mpt to difprove that aiftrtion 

rou f&y, that yovir friends met to exprefs thdr joy at 
the French ktvoluton, and to intimate a derir&.^t aA 
improvement (h^uld ts^e pkK:e in our couftitutionw 

-^ Does 
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Docs the inference to^be drawn from^his, prove you, 
and thofe of your perfuafion, to be friends to the prefent 
cftabliflied Government? — Surely notT /. ^.^-^ 

By celebrating the Ffench RevoIiiiSo^ you give your 
fandion to the fyftem adopted in that country. If you did 
not fandtion, you would not celebrate) and by befiring an 
improvement, at the fame moment, in the Britifh confti- 
tution, you dechyre yourfelf inimical to pur government in 
its prefent form!/ He Uho is inimical to any matter, can- 
not be a friend; agd the oppofite to that character is, of 
courfe, an enemjrJ/Your letter has afforded me thefc 
premifes, and the conclufion is fairly drawn, from that 
which i s full y eftabliflicd. 

It isnot your religious, but yout political fcntiments 
which afc thought dangerous to the (late. The Prefbytc- 
rians certainly approve the conduS of that ufiirped autho- 
rity which decollated the unhappy Charles. Our con- 
ftitution confiders that bloody aft of common-wealth ty- 
ranny, to be a martyrdom. The difference in political 
fentiments on this great point, can therefore never be re- 
conciled. It is as ^pofite as monarchyand repub- 
licanifm can make it. 7Were I to aflc you,/^rthe dodrine 
laid down by Mr. Paine in his Rights of Marty coincided 
with your principles ? — ^you would certainly fay that "it 
does.'' You cannot fucccfsfiilly controvert that affcrtion. / 

Now, Sir/tEis publication of Mr. Paine's is a grofs 
libel upon the itririt and letter of the Britifh conftitution^ 
and as it is received into your community as a political 
truth, and that in approving fuch dodbine, you and your 
friends cannot difapprove the French Revolution, I wifli 
to know what fort of amendment you would make to the 
Britifh government. 

You have made a diftinaion in your letter, between 
the conflitutional fubjefts of Great Britain and your fe<ft. 
You divide them by faying, " our caufe," and " your 
" caufe." The conftitutional fubjedb' caufe^ is the pre- 
fent government in church and fhte, — ^your caufe mufl 

be 
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be the oppofitc to that;-;r*.and therefore it Is fome x>ther 
kind of govemment-in' church and ftate; and though you 
have not direSIyjaid that you ever attacked the ftate, you 
fairly acknowledge*^ have given our church a blow:-** 
Your words are, r The church of England, which you 
" now think you af& fupporting, has received a greater 
** blow by this conduA, than I and all my friends, have 
« ever aimed at it** This is a direft avowal that you 
and ydar friends have aimed a blow at our religious 
rights^ - 

Do you pall this peaceably following your ftudies as a 
minifter of toc gofpel and a philofopher? — No, Mr. 
Prieftley, it is fuch kind of turbulent condufl: that his! 
brought you and your friends into the prefent fituatiorf^-^ 

^^ad you. Sir, and thofe of your perfuafion, quietly at- 
tended the duties of your refpeftive ftations, and left the 
Proteftant church and the Briti(h government to the care 
of thofe who are appointed by the conftitution, as Repre- 
fentatives of the people, to guard and proteft them ; you 
might have enjoyed that eafe, happinefs and peace which 
every good fubjda is entitled to expeft from the excel- 
lence of our laws, and the honour and integrity of thofr7 
men who compofe the three branches of the legiflaturc. 
July 20, 1791. JOHN CHURCHMAN. 



N' VII. 

Copy of a Hand BiU diftributed in London the day 

L after I arrived there. 
. Priestley is a damned rafcal, an enemy 
both to the religious and political conftitution of this 
country, a fellow of a treafonable mmd, confequently a 
bad chriftian: for it is not only the duty, but the glo- 
rious ambition, of every good chriftian to fiar God and 
honour the King. J ^^^^^^ 
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i^Orpies of two Hand-hills dtftrihuted among the 
Rioters. 

Binrnnghaniy July 169 1791. 
friends and FeUonv Countrymen^ 

IT is cameftly requefted that evqry true friend 
to the Church of England^ and to the laws of his country, 
will refleft how much a eontinuance of the prefent pro- 
ceedings muft injure that Church and that King they are 
intended tofupport*^ and how highly unlawful it is to deftroy 
the rights and property of any of our neighbours. And 
all true friends to the town and trade of Birmingham, in 
particular^ are intreated to forbear immediately from all 
riotous and violent proceedings 5 difperfing and returning 
peaceably to their trades and callings, as the only way to 
do credit to themfetves and their caufey and to promote the 
peace, happinefs, and profperity of this great and flourifh- 
ingtownCf 



Birmingham, Suadayj July 17, 1791. 

Important Information to the Friends of Church 
and King. 

Friends tkd Fellonv Cburcbnten^ 

^EING convinced you are unacquainted, that 
the great lofles which are fuftained by your burning and 
deflroying of the houfes of fo many individuals, will even- 
tually fall upon the county at large^ and not upon th< 
perfons to whom they belonged, we feci it our duty to 
inform you, that the damages already done, upon the beft 
computation that can be made, will amount to upwards 
of One Hundred Thoufand Pounds^ the whole of which 

enormous 
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enofmous fum will be charged upon the refpedive pariflies, 
and paid out of the rates. We, therefore, as your friendsy 
conjure you immediately to defift from the deftru<%on of 
any mon hoyfes; otherwife the very proceedings of your 
T^eal for (hewing your attachment to the Church and 
King, will inevitably be the means of moft ferioufly 
Injuring innumerable families, who are hearty fupporters 
of Government, and bring on an addition of taxes, which 
your/elves J and the reft of the Friendsyfrthe Churchy will for 
years feel a very grievous burthen.^^ 

This we afiure you was the cafe in X^ndon, when 
there were fo many houfes, and public buildings burnt 
and deftroyed in the year 1780, and you taslftAy upon it, 
wiM be the cafe on the prefent occafion. '^And we muft 
obferve to you, that any further violent proceedings will 
more offend your King 'micI Country than ferve the caufe 
of Him and the Church.j 

Fillow Churchmen^ as you loVe your King, regard his 
laws, and reftore peace. 

God savb the King. 



Aylesford 
E. Finch 
Robert Lawle^ 
Robert Lawley, Jun. 
R. Moland 
fV. Digby 
Edward Carver 
John Brooke 



y. Carle/s 
B, Spencer 
U. Gref. Lewis 
Cbarks Curtis 
Spencer Madan 
Edward Palmer 
fV. Villers 
W. W. Mafon 
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N" IX. 

^ /TO THE KING^s MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 

llie humble Addrefs of the High Baili£F» Ckigy, and other principain 
U — Inhabitants of the Town vbA Neighbourhcod of Bimun|^iam.,^^y 

** Mof U fkafe ywr Uaj^y 

^ W £, your Nfajefty's moft dutiful and loyal 
fubjeds, the High Bailiff, Clercy, and other principal in- 
habitants of the town and neighbourhood of Birming- 
ham, deeply fenfible of your Majefty's paternal care of all 
your fubjeds, beg leave mod humbly to approach your 
royal throne, with hearts full of gratitude for the recent 
inftance of that care which your Majefty graciouily conde- 
fcended to afford us during the late riots in this place, by 
commanding fuch particular attention to be paid to our 
fecurity, and dureding fuch ample relief for our neceiEties. 
" Rejoicing alfo in every opportunity of teftifying our 
loyalty to the beft of Sovereigns, and our firm atuchment 
to that noble fabric the conftitution of this country, the 
^>envy of all other nations, as it is the glory of our own^ 
\y We cannot negleiS this occafion of pledging ourfelves to 
fupport your Majefty's illuffaious houfe^-and to defend that 
happy conftitution both in church and ftate> againft evoY 
attempt at iniiDvation» at the riik of every thing dear to \3&r\ 



ne Addrefs of the Diffenters to the King. 

** Moft Gracious Sovereigny 

"WE, your Majefty's loyal and dutiful fub- 
jefts, the Proteftant Diffenters in the town of Birming- 
ham, beg leave to approach your Majefly in a moment of 
ferious afiliftion and concern, arifing not only from our 
recent aggravated fufferings, but from our painful appre- 
henfions left the calumnies of our enemies fhould ii^u- 
ence your royal mind, and infinuate fufpicions of our 
loyalty and affe£Uon« 

Affured 



i 



APPENDIX. H7 

Afiured not of our innocence alone» but of our un«^ 
alterable attachment to your augu^ perfon, and to the 
fucceffion of your Royal Houfe>I we refpe£tfully claim 
your Majefty's continued prote&ion and favour, and beg 
leave moft earneftly to affure ^our Majefty* we have no 
thoughts of difturbing the Conftitution.yWe are the 
defcendants of thofe to whom (as th^nnals of our 
country will teftify) the Revolution, which fecured to 
your illuftrious houfe the crown of thefe kingdoms, was 
greatly indebted:^ The civil conftitution of our country 
is our pride and our glory; which we have been taught 
from our infancy to revere, and which we would die to 
preferve. Indeed, Sire, though deeply affliAed by the 
late riotous devaflations, and by the want of energy in the 
civil power, yet we fpeak from hearts that are actuated by 
the love of law, of peace, of order, and good government. 
Senfible of your Majefly's goodnefs, in the vigorous mea- 
fures which have been adopted for fuppreifing the out-* 
rages, which a lawlefs banditti were fpreading through 
this place and its environs, (jkc offer you the warmeft tri- 
bute of our gratitude, for the happy deliverance we have 
experienced^ by the wifdom of the meafures planned by 
your Majefty's minifters, and by the energy and promp* 
titude with which they were fo fuccefsfuUy executfidl 

We feel ourielves deeply thankful to your Majefly^ 
for this very beneficial and decifive inftance of your royal 
attention; and likewife to your great goodnefs, in the 
meafures which have fince been adopted, for difcovermg 
and bringing to exemplary punifhment, as well the in- 
fliga|prs, as the perpetrators of the late atrocious violences ; 
andyw firmly and dutifully rely upon your Majefty for 
the continuance of it, as well as for the exercife of that 
candour and magnanimity, which will refifl the calumnies 
of our enemies, and continue to us that prote£tion, favour, 
and confidence, to which we know ourfelves juftly en- 
titled. J 

That your Majefty may long reign in peace and glory; 

that your royal honours may for ages continue to defcend 

L 2 to 
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to your latcft poftcrity; and that the happincfs of Britain 
may profpcr and improve itfclf under their aufpidous in^ 
fluencc, is the honeft wifli and fervent prayer of, Sirc» 
Your Majefiy*s moft loyal and dutiful fubjefls. 



From the Committee of BiJJenters. 

WHEREAS it now appears^ that among other 
infidious and unwarrantable pra£tices made ufe of during 
the late riots, to delude the populacey-and inftigate them 
to afts of violence and deftrudion^etters were forged, 
charging the Diilenters with a treafonable defign to over* 
throw the prefent happy conftitution of this kingdom, and 
pretending that the whole body of them were combined 
together, and had appointed to aflemble on the i6th of 
Auguft, " to bum the churches, blow up the parliament^ 
« cut off the head of the King, and abolifli all taxes :'* 
And whereas it is now well known, that fuch foiged 
letters were pretended to be found among the papers of 
the Rev. Dr. Prieftley, and William Ruffell, Efq. and 
the words above quoted formed part of one of the forged 
letters which were brought and read by two perfons on 
horfe-back at Showell-green, the houfe of Wm. Ru&U, 
Efq. whilft the fame was in flames, in order to inftigate 
the rioters to further a£b of violence : Notice is hereby 
given, that the Proteftant Diilenters of Birmingham, in 
addition to the reward of One Hunckvd Pounds, gracioufly 
offered by his Majefty for difcovering the inftigators of 
the late horrid violences, will give a further reward of 
One Aundred Pounds for the difcovery of the perfon or 
perfons who wrote the faid foiled letters, or any one d[ 
them, fo that he, or they, may be convi&ed thereof, and 
brought to punifhment \ 

J THOMAS LEE, Junior, 
Secretary to the Committee of Proteftant Diflenters 
Blrmmgbam^ Aug. ax, 1 79 1. in Birmil^hanu 
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N' XIL 

Copy of a Letter addrejfed to the BijbopSy and Members 
of the Houje of Cmwms^ mentioned in f age 20, of 
this work. 

^>AS I am informed that a printed paper^ con- 
tftining ExiraSis from the Preface to one of my late pub- 
Jications, viz. Letters to the Rev. Edward Burriy has been 
fcnt by fome enemies of the Diflenters, probably by fome 
of the clergy of this town, to every Member of Parliament, 
and alfo to all the Biihops, and that it made a very^un- 
favourable impreiTion with refpeft to the, queftion before 
the Houie, on Tuefday the fecond inftant, it will not^ 
I hope, be deemed impertinent, to (hew you how much 
you have been impofed upon by it. For had the Extracts 
been given together with what is conneSied with themy^ 
they would have appeared in a very different light indeed*/ 
The following paragraph, from p. iS, I give as a fpecimen 
of the whole, printing what has been fele£):ed in diQ 
Roman charader, and what immediately follows it, but 
which-has been omitted, in Italic. 

A Whether I be more pleafed or difpleafed, with their 
" prefent violence, let them" (the clergy) " now judge. 
« Tl>e greater their violence, the greater is our confidence 
** of final fucccfs, Becaufe it will excite more publitx dif^ 
" cujfton^ which is all that is necejary for our purpofe^ 

In the lame Preface there is the following Nbte^ p. 12, 
which is in perfeft agr^ment with the tenor of all my 
virritings on the fubjeft, 

'/jt has always been my opinion, that Diflenters 
" (hould not accept of any civil offices for which the 
^ majority of their countrymen have pronounced them 
J^ difqualified, but patiently acquiefce in their exclufion 

^ from 
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«' from them, till it (hall pleafe God, in the courfc of 
** his providence, and by means of our peaceable repre- 
*« fentations and remonftrances, to open the eyes, and en- 
*« lai^e the minds, of our countrymen, and thereby give 
*< them more juft ideas of the naturjil rights of men, and 
** the true interefts of their country.^ 

To a perfon of any fenfe of honourj whatever be his 
political or religious principles^ no remarks of mine can be 
neceffary to fliew the unfaimefs of this proceedingJ Who- 
ever it be that could give thofe extrads as a yiStY^^rt" 
fentation of my principles, muft have meant to deceive^ and 
therefore would not fcruple to have recourfe to any other 
artifice to gain their point. The paper was fent off in a 
private manner, and too late to be diifcovered and counter- 
a<Sbd; but when the fame, or any fimilar queftion, (hall 
again come before the Houfe, I hope you will remember 
whofe conduct has always been ^en and manly, and 
whofe was infidious and deceitful. J 
I am, — ^ 

■^- \ ^"^^ 

fSirmtnghami Your very humble Servant, 

yuARCH 4» 17^0, J. PRIESTLEY. 

N' XIII. 

Coj[fy of a Letter from M. Condorcety Secretary to the 
Academy of Sciences at Parisy to Dr. Priejiky. 

^ir, and moft iUuftrious JJbciate, 

THE Academy of Sciences have charged me 
to exprefs the grief with which they are penetrated at the 
recital of the perfecution of which you have been lately 
the viftim. 

They all feel how much lofs the Sciences have ex- 
perienced by the deftrudion of thofe labours which you 
had prepared for their aggrandifcmcnt It is not you, Sir, 

who 
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^0 have reafon to complain ; your virtue and your genius 
ftill remain undiminifhed, and it is not in the power of 
human ingratitude to forget what you have done for the 
happinefs of mankind:— they only ought to be unhappy, 
whofq^ilty conduft has led their reafon aftray, and whofe 
remorfe has already punilhed their crimes. 

(^ou are not the firft friend of liberty, againft whom 
tyrants have armed the very people whom they have 
deprived of their rights. Thefe are the only means which 
they can make ufe of againft him, whofe difintereftednefs 
of mind, whofe elevation of foul, and whofe purity of con- 
du£l, equ^Uy (belter him from their fedudions and their 
vengeance, f 

They /^ilumniate fuch a perfon when they can neither 
intimidate nor corrupt him ; they arm prejudices againft 
him, when they dare not arm the laws ; and that which 
they have done in regard to you, is the nobleft homage 
that tyraniw dares to render to probity, to talents, and to 
courage, f 

At tHis prefent moment a league is formed throughout 
Europe againft the general liberty of mankind ; but for 
fome time paft another has exifted, occupied with pror 
pagating and with defending this liberty, without any other 
arms than thofe furniftied by reafon; and thefe will finally 
triumph. 

It is in the neceflary order of things, that error ftiould 
be momentary, and truth eternal. Men of genius, fup- 
ported by their virtuous difciples, when placed in the 
balance againft the vulgar mob of corrupt intriguers— the 
inftruments or the accomplices of tyrants-nnuft at length 
prevail againft them. 

The glorious day of Univerfal Liberty will (hine upon 
our defcendants, but we (hall at leaft &qoy tht aurcra; 
and you. Sir, have contributed not a Utile to accelerate 
that happy event by your labours, by the example of your 
vutues, by the indignation which all Europe feek againft 

L 4 your 
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yoor perfecutors, and by the intereft and the admiration 
which a misfortune has excited, that, although U todj 
wound, cannot fubdue your foul. 
I am, with m inviolable and refpe£lful attachment. 
Sir, and my very illuftrious aflbciatc, 

Your humble and moft obedient fervant, 
Paris, July 30, 1791- CONDORCET, 



N' XIV. 

Dr. Prieftley's Anjwer. 

SIR, 

I AM more than confoled for my lofles, in find- 
ing that the Members of the Academy of Sciences have 
done me the honour to intereft themfelves in my afiairs, 
and efpecially in obferving that the friends of philofophy 
are, what they ever ought to be, the friends of genend 
liberty. With us there is an example of the enemies of 
the one being alfo the enemies of the other. Having al- 
ways been an avowed advocate of public liberty, civil 
and religious, which led me to write in defence of your 
late glorious Revolution, the great body of the Clergy in 
this country, and many of thofe who call themfelves the 
friends of the King, have long been my enemies ; and in 
accompliftpng my ruin, they ]^ve not ' fpared the- in-r 
firuments of that fciencey my application to which gave 
fome Aeffpt of weight to my labours in another field. 

But^ nqt. Sir, fuppofe that thefe friends of the Church 
and of the King are the English nation. They are no 
more than a fadion, whom a failure in the way of argu- 
ment has rendered defperate. The fober part of the 
nation think more juftly, s^nd equally ^i^^Pprove' their 
maxims, and the methods they take to enforce them. 
The Englilh nation in general refpe£l the Ffench; and, 
though too many of them are at prefent under ^ temporary 
delufion, will vie with you in every thing truly liberal, in 

whatever 
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whatever can contribute to the honour and happinefs ot 
the country at home, and to its living in peace and good- 
will with all its neighbours, and efpecially with yourfelves^ 
whofe exertions in hvour of univerfal libgtv, and uni« 
verfal peace, will for ever endear you to us. J 

AiTure my brethren of the Academy, that, honoured 
by their choice of me for an ailbciate, and by their generous 
fympathy on the prefent occafion, I fhall not fail, while 
my life and my faculties are continued to me, to refume 
my philofophical purfuits, and endeavour to fhew our 
common enemies, that a genuine love of fcience, and of 
liberty, is inextinguifhable, except with life, and that uh- 
reafonable and wicked oppofition tends to animate, rather 
than deprefs, the mind that is penetrated with it 

In perfe£b confidence that whatever is true and right 
will finally prevail, and that every mode of oppofition will 
only contribute to their more complete eftablifliment^ I 
fiibfcribe myfelf with refpedl. 

Sir, 
Their, and your, very humble fervant, 

J. PRIESTLEY, 

N' XV. 

An Jddrefs Jrtm the Members of the New Meeting 
to Dr. Prie^ley. 

Re*v, and dear Sir. 

WE the afflided and forrowing members of the 
New Meeting Society, in the midft of the anguifh and 
anxiety which is infeparable from our prefent calamities) 
have greatly regretted that we could not before this day 
aflemble together, to confer upon the deplorable fituation 
of our congregational affairs, and the meafures neceflary 
to be purfued in confequence of our perfecutions. Being 
now met together for this purpofe, we immediately em- 
brace the opportunity of addreffing ourfelves to our well 

beloved 
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beloved paftor, and beg to afiUre jrou how tenderiy and 
afFefkionately we fympathize with you hi the prefent 
ieafon of fevere trial and affli£Uon, and that, in tllb 4>irit of 
chriftian love and affefUon, we moft tenderiy condole with 
you under your perfonal unmerited and painful fufFerings. 

Little did we conceive that the exemplary diligence 
widi which we have feen you for the fpace of eleven years 
mculcate upon us, and our children, every thing that was 
good and virtuous, could be followed by fpch a dreadful 
catafbophe as we now feel and contemplate] Whatever mif- 
conceptions our nei^bours may have unlBTppily adopted 
jrefpe&ing your various publications, we dare appeal to 
them,, and we teftify to the world, that your paftoral b* 
hours have uniformly tended to every thing that becomes 
the chriftian, or can adorn the man, to a iincere and fer- 
vent piety towards God, and to peace and univerfal good* 
will tou^l mankind, without any diftindtion of (cGt or 
party. J .^^ 

You ha^ie uniformly taught us to refpefl: the govern- 
ment under which we live; and in the devotional fervice 
of every Lord's day have never failed to offer up our 
united prayers for the Divine bleffing upon the King, his 
Royal Family, and all that are in authority under him ; 
fo that from whatever caufe it may be that you have beien 
marked out for perfecution, and for the grievous calamities: 
to which you are ftill expofed, we are fenfible it cannot 
originate in any part of your paftoral labours, which all 
thofc Ihangers who have occafionally joihcd us (with- 
out fome of whom fcarcc a Lord's day has pafled) muft 
witnefs as well as ourfelves, have been condu<9:ed in the 
true fpirit of the Gofpel, in a fpirit of love and peace, and 
though diftinguiihed by an ardent defire to promote the 
caufe of truth, yet ftill more uniformly directed to incul* 
cate the great and primary duties of fincere pi^ towards 
God, and univerfal benevolence towards all mankind^J 

Accept, dear Sir, our unfeigned teftimony to your ex- 
emplary diligence, your eminent abilities, your imremitted 

zeal. 
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zeal, your diftinguiflied humility, your unqueftioned fin- 
cerity, and your uniform love of peace, chriftian forbear- 
ance and moderation; and permit us to aflureyou how 
affe£)ionately and tenderly we fympathize with you under 
your prefent fuffcrings, and Ivow fincerely we wifli their 
removal. And although you are not immediately return- 
ing to us, yet we look forward with pleafure to thofe 
happier times when you may refume your paftoral labours 
here with fafety and fatisfeftion. 

In the mean time we eameftly recommend you to the 
Divine prote6tion and favour, imploring him to watch 
over, to guide, and blefs you, and in due time, to reftore 
you to us, who are, in the bonds of chriftian love and 
aiFe£tion, 

Rev. and ever dear Sir, 
Your fincere and afFeffionate friends, 

(Signed in the Name and at the unanimous requeft of the 
Congregation^ 

Birmingbmit, Anguf 2, 1791- W, RUSSELL. 



No XVI. 

THE ANSWER. 
My Chriftian Brethren, 

YOUR affedionate Letter has given me not only 
confolation, bdt joy. I rgoice to fee the effedb of thofe 
principles in which ft has been my bufinefs, and that of 
my excellent Colleague to nnftruA you ; and the fituation 
in which we now are, is peculiarly adapted to try their 
force, and to fliew the world that religion is not a bufinefs 
of mere fpeculation, but that it is capable of fupporting 
the mind, and direi^ng the condudfc, in the moft trying 
circumftances. 

I rejoice that after being an example to other congrega- 
tions of purity of chriftian dodrine, and exccllcnec of difcip- 

line, 
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line, you are now an example of patience and fortitude m 
. fuffering; firmly maintaining the principles for which you 
ftlffer, and yet preftrving your good-will towards the au* 
tbon» of your Aifferings ; not forgetting that there is the 
hand of God, as well as that of man, in every thing that 
befalls us ; and praying that God would forgive your ene* 
mies and turn their hearts. 

Be alTured that in the height of my fufFerings I would 
not (even without any refped to futurity) have ex- 
changed my feelings with thofe of our perfecutors, in the 
moment of their greateft exultation over us; for I never 
loft the feelings of pity and benevolence towards them, 
while I was the obje£t of their hatred and execration, I 
have even found, as I doubt not yourfelves have alfo done, 
tliat thefe chriftian fentiments are more eafily exercifed in 
great trials than in little ones, as they more effedhially 

r forth th^ principles from which they proceed. 
I rejoice that you are about to re-eftabli(h the afiairs 
rur fociety, and I only wait your fummons to aifift yoa 
in that neceflary work. Your call will be to me an inti- 
mation of my duty; and then committing my hfe to him 
who gave it, and who will not fuffer it to terminate un- 
feafonably, I will inftantly attend you, and refume the 
fiindions of the office with which you have honoured 
me. I know no fatis&£Hon equal to that which has ever 
accompaiued the difcharge of fuch duties as thofe I owe 
to you./ 

Let what we have mutually fufFered teach us the un- 
certainty of every thing in this world, and the value of 
thofe principles which enable us to look beyond it, and 
not only to bear, but to rejoice in, tribulation; to efteem 
it an honour to be " counted worthy" to bear reproach) 
to incur lofs, and even to lay down our lives, for the pure 
faith of the GofpeL May your tribulation work pati- 
ence, and patience experience, and experience hope, even 
that hope which maketh not aihamed. 

Finallyj 
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Finally, may God prcferve and keep you. May your 
fufFerings be fof the furtherance of the Gofpel here, an^l 
add to your crown of glory, hereafter. 

I am, my chriftian friends. 
In the firm faith and hope of the Gofpel, 
lumdon, Auguft 4, Your affeSionate Paftor, 

»79i. J, PRIESTLEY. 



N' xvii. 

jIn Addre/sfrom the Toung People belonging to the Con* 
gregation of the New Meeting to Br. Prieftlty. 

Honoured Ssfj 

THE common principles of humanity would, 
^fter what has recently occurred, incite us to communicate 
our feelings to fbu. But we feel urged to it by far 
greater motives. LWe have feen the great apoftle of civil 
and religious liberty driven from among us. We have 
feen the precious labours of a great part of his life de- 
ftroyed by a lawlefs mob. We have feen his apparatus 
and library (hare the fame fate. Wc have feen this 
valuable member of fociety in the greateft danger of falling 
a yiQim to popular fury ; and not yet having perfecuted 
him fufficiently, we are frequently hearing the vilefl: in-^ 
vedives againil him, who is fo highly deferving of our 
gratitude for his perfonal and unwearied efforts to en- 
lighten our minds on the great fubjeA of religion, and 
whofe philofophical labours have been fo jyftly extolled 
throughout every part of the civilized world. fTo attempt 
a defcriptjon of what we feel on refle£hng on thefe 
circumflances would be as difficult as it would be painful. 

To 



IS8 APPENDIX. 

To affurc you that we feel extremely for you, would be 
fuppofing you unacquainted with us. But, Sir, there is 
one circumftance which much heightens our forrow, we 
cannot think of your abilities without refpe<3:> we cannot 
feel the effects of your labours without indulging an 
ardent wifli that we may ftill continue to experience the 
happy efFefts of your inftruftionsjUBnt when we recolledl 
the indignities you have felt, the trials you have had to 
fupport, and the irreparable lofs you have fuftained 5 our 
fears are alarmed left fuch complicated diftrefs (hould 
lead you to feek an afylum, which, Sir, to our inexpreflible 
forrow, Birmingham hath not afforded you. On the other 
hand, knowing the chriftian difpofitions you poilefs, and 
the knowledge you have of the human mind, we are con- - 
vinced that many palliatives will fuggeft themfelves, which, 
to a mind like yours will have confiderable influencejj 

Young as we are, we cannot but hope, and expedl, that 
the flame which ignorance and bigotry have kindled, will 
be foon extinguifhed by an increafe of knowledge, and that 
genuine chriftianity will fo far take pofTeffion of the hearts 
of our fellow townfmen, that they will look upon the per- 
fecution you have fufFered at their hands, as a (in againft 
the pureft of the gofpel precepts. Many, very many, we 
truft agree with ourfelves in wifliing your return. Indulge 
us the^, kind Sir, in this fond hope. Should it, however^ 
be delayed, may we (hew our miftakcn neighbours, that, 
although Prieftley is gone, he fowed good feed before his 
departure, that it fell into good ground, and that it now 
^^ouri(hes in the blade and promifes a plenteous harvefl. | 

1 May we jM-ove it to them, that argument armed with 
^^-A-e and faggot may produce sl tempcM'ary (hock, but that j 

it finally ftrengthens our caufe, that it forces us to feel the ^ 

great juftnefs of it, ai^ produced adlions natural to fuch 
a convkaionj we truft we (hall always follow your great , 

examine in candour and moderation, not lofing fight of 
that chriftian fortitude you have fo uniformly difplayed 
fiiK€ we have had the happinefs of your refidence among^ ] 

usj 
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us. Accept, dear Sir, our warmeft expreffions of gra- 
titude for the great and lafting fervices you have rendered 
us as chriftians, as members of civil fociety, and as citizens, 
and be aflured it is with the greateft refpefl we fubfcribc 
ourfelves. 

Honoured Sir, 

Your affe<^onate Pupils, 
(Signedy Oae Hundred and Twenty-one Names.) 



N^ XVIIL 

THE ANSWER. 



My Young Friends, 

I COULD not read your very affeSionate 
Addrefs to mie without tears of joy. You were ever the 
moft pleafing part of my charge, and this Addrefs is a 
proof that the affeftion I had for you, and the pains that 
Ijpok in inftrufting you, have not been thrown away. 
Your example will encourage other chriftian minifters 
^ho hear of it to. follow mine. The great objeft of my 
Le£hires, in all your Clafles, was to give you a juft know- 
ledge of the principles of religion, as the only folid founda- 
tion of proper fentiments and good condufl, and I fliall 
want no confolation under my unmerited fuffiiarings, while 
you continue to feel, and to aft, as you do^ 

The unfettled ftate of the Congregation, and the con- 
fequent difcontinuance of our Leftures, you will confider 
as a trial of the principles you have already acquired* 
Give a proof of their ftrength by a fteady attention to 
every ^i^ns of improvement that is yet in your power. 
The enemies oi our chriftian liberty hjyc deftroyed an 
excellent Library provided for your ufejytut your zeal 
and liberality will fupply you with refources of the fame 
kind; and let the more opulent among you aflift thofe who 

are 
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are lefs fo. Re-peruie the works which t compofed for 
your ufe, and fuch others as can be re^urchafed of thofe 
which the enemy has deprived you (xT Shew them, that 
by deftfoying books, they cannot cteftroy the efFefts of 
reading them; that the love of truth, of virtue, aftd of 
liberty, which you have imbibed, can nevo- be eradicated^ 
and that lawlefs power can never fubdue fixed principjes^^ 

What I more particularly wifti, in your prefent fitua- 
tion, is, that thofe who are the beft inflru6led among you 
would fupply my place, in undertaking the inftru£)ion of 
others; and many of you, I am well fatisfied, are fuf- 
ficiendy qualified for it; and aflure yourfelves of the 
Divine bleffing on the weakeft well-meant endeavours. 

Young as you are, I truft you are too well efiabliihed 
in chriftian principles, to have your faith in a wife fuper- 
intending Providence at all (haken by the calamitous 
events which have been permitted to befal us. Chriftianity 
did not lofe, but gain ground by perfecution. It is a ftate 
excellently adapted to recal to our minds, and to ftrengthen 
our regards to, our future and better profpedis, while it 
loofens a dangerous attachment to the things of time and 
fenfe. 

The ways of God are unfearchable by us. But be 
affiired, that nothing can materially- harm you, if you be 
followers of that which is good. Qf I be reftored to you, 
which is my moft ardent wi(h, our mutual fatisfadion 
will be doubled by this interruption^ and if not, it will 
add to the ardour of your wilhes, as it does to mine, to 
meet you where the violence of the adverfary can never 
feparate us any more.. 

I am, my young Friends, 

In the faith and hope of the Gofpel, 

Your affe6Uonate Paftor, 
L9Mdm, Juguji 11, ,79,. J. PRIESTLEY. 



A Littir 
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N' XIX. 

From the Memh^s of the New Meetingf 

Pear and lUv. Sir, 

THE affe£tian9l:e terms in which yov 
accept our listter of cQndolaoce, aiKJL the aflurance you give 
us that it a^rded you^Rkiiblation and joy, have caufed U8 
a lively b^h&xfHU uCput defirfs to concur with us ia 
our endeavours to re-eibblilh the affairs of the congre- 
gation has awakjeoed our anxiety for the feaibn when we 
may urge your return to 3ifwnghams and although th^ 
period has been thus long. protnuSled, yet we think it our 
duty to. remind you, th^t wf exerciiie a chearfy} reliiuice 
upon youj^^kind declanitioa) that you only wait our 
fumqaon^^ ^ , . 

The pnce re afFeflion ^ bear you, god the cooviSioa 
we poflTefs of the value and importan^ceuof your life to the 
caufe of truth, and the world at largej^ill not permit us 
to confent that you (hould be expofed to any imnecef&ry 
hazard on y#ar return hither before the time of traiiquility 
and fafety/JPrevented by thefe motives, and thefe alone, 
from requeibng in the moft afFe£lionate terms, that you 
would refume in perfon your paftoral charge, we affure 
ourfelves that the interval they occafion, will not bg^r- 
mitted to Jperate, in any fenfe, to our difadvantage.^ 

Our endeavours to procure a fuitable place to afiemble 
in for public worship, until our own is rebuilt, though 
not altogether fo fuccefsful as we could wi(h, will not 
be difcontinued till the objed is fiilly attained: in the 
mean time, we have xi\Q pleafure of aflembling in C^xf^ 
Lane each Lord's day, with bur brethrep and &Uew-fuf- 
ferers of the Old Meetii^ congregation; aadtwe leam 
with unfpeakd>le fgtisf^&ion, that the junior pafTof our 
focifety, profiting by your advice and correfpondence, are 
already aflembled in reguiar dafles, and are conforming tc^ 
your wiih^s, i^ ein^egvouring tp «ootinue the important 
M bufinefs' 
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bufinefs of religious inftru<^on among thcmfclves, agree* 
able to the plan you eftablifhed ; fo that your labours arc 
y ftill flourifliing ^mong us, even in our prefcnt ftate of 
difpcrfion and perfecution'; and we hope and truft it will 
not now be long, ere your own judgment, and that of your 
friends, will concur in affording us a renewal of thofe 
perfonal exertions by which we have heretofore been fo 
much edified, and from the continuance ef^hidi, we 
promife ourfelves fo much future advantagc^^y 

We rejoice in the continuance of your health, and in 
the frequent accounts we receive of your uninterrupted 
chearfulnefs, and offer our fervent prayers to the Ahnighty 
that your eminent abilities may long be fpared, and your 
health and chearfulnefs be prolonged with them. With 
fentiments of the fincercft refped, we remain with un- 
alterable attachment^ 

Rev. and dear Sir, 
Your much obliged 
And very affe£tionate friends aad fervants, 
Bsrmin^bamy September i, 1791. 



IV XX. 



From the Toung People belonging to the Congregation 
of the New Meeting. 

Dear and refpefted Sir, 

PERMIT us to indulge our feelings 
in again addreffing you. When afliirances of gratitude 
and attachment are not neceflary, there is a gratification in 
expreffing the prevailing fentiments of the heart; and 
when you; Sir, are the obje6li we feel no common ardour. 
We have too much confidence in your goodnefs, and have 
had too many proofs of your affe£lionate regard to our 
happinefe, to imagine you wiU think us.tnniblefome. 

Wc 
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Wc have received your afFefiionate and animating 
letter* Our tears fpoke our feelings. Wc cannot exprefs 
them, — language is feeble and inadequate. But we will 
bind your inilru6^ions to our hearts. While we remem- 
ber whofe/ pupils we have been, we cannot aft unworthily. 
We can never fufficiently exprefs our fenfe of the obliga- 
tion you have conferred upon us, but we dwell upon the 
fubjeft with too much pleafure to omit any opportunity 
of renewing it. To you. Sir, we are indebted for the 
defire of improvement. You have given us habits of em- 
ploying our leifure hours in the cultivation of our under- 
ftandings, in purfuits that afford delight and advantage, 
and which are calculated to raife us higher in the fcale of 
being.. The love of virtue you have implanted in us by 
precept and example. We will guard and cherifh it ; and 
while wc enjoy the fruits of it, our fouls exulting (hall 
blcfs you. You have deprived adverfity of its fting, and 
have enabled us to extend our views with fatisfaftion be* 
yond the world, by impreffing our minds with the ftrongeft 
evidence of the great truths of chriftianity. Thefe ad- 
vantages. Sir, we have received from you. We feel their 
importance, and will diffufe them as far as our influence 
extends. It (hall be our grand objeft to endeavour to 
follow your example in a firm adherence to what we be- 
lieve to be the caufe of truth; in preferving our minds 
open to conviftion, and in the cultivation of fortitude^ 
patience and charity.f We have indeed no /light trial of 
the latter, when we behold the enlightened and benevo- 
lent friend of all mankind, whofe life has invariably ex- 
hibited, and whofe inftruftions have ever enforced, the 
praftice of every mild and gentle virtue, treated with 
a cruelty which would difgrace a barbarous age. But we 
will rbmember our principles, the principles. Sir, we have 
imbibed from you, and will fay in the language of phi- 
lofophy and of chriftianity, Deluded men, we pity yeHj — 
ikzy your hearts be turned, and your errors forgiven. 1 

M2 Your 



K 
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A -^ X—Xour fufferii^s. Sir, have been great, but wc have 
^ 9 ^ much tjlnfohtioa in knowing that your, mind is ftill 

J '' ^ greater- The man who can review a life hke yours, and 
by it has been mine, poflefles the noUeft fources of joy. 
You have formed to yourfidf a landuary wluch no ftorm 
can reach. The venomed dart muft rebound and wound 
the Ixeaft which, aimed iL While the vices of mankind 
prefent a melancholy^pidure to your view, and caUfcxth 
emotions of fiMrrovi ^^m a heart benevolent as your^ you 
will remembei(^5ow many have been made vutuous and 
happy by your means, and that no lawleGs power can de- 
flroy the works you have g^ven to the world, or presceut 
their operation in promoting the heft interefts of mzsuj 

The violence of a mpb, or thofe who chde to aid by 
fuch inftruments, cai^pnly give additional luftre to a cha- 
rader known, admiral, and revered byjhe wife^and li* 
beral in every part of the civilized wo^d/ Bu|_eminent 
t^ents and diftinguifhed virtue^ feldom £ul to excite in 
narrow an^lipterefted minds, the defpicable paflions of 
envy and fead; and the ignorance of mankind affords, alas! 
an ample field for them to work upon. The page of 
hiftory which the recent event is deftined tn fill, will ex- 
hibit a ftrong contraft in human nature. [Po fterity will n 
paufe with aflixiiflunent whoi they find that the £une j 
age which witneflbd your generous exertions in the caufe < 
of truth and of mankind, produced fuch lavage ferodtjL/ 
Happy would it be for many if the cloud which will hang^ 
pver thdr memories were the dark veil of oblivion. But 
^he brightneis of you^harader will render the deformity 
of theirs con(picuous. i 

Your propoial thaithe clailes (hould continue to meet 
has given us much iatisfadion. We ihall all rgoice 
in any occafion of giving or receiving inftrudion. We 
hold the advantages we have received too dear to n^left 
any opportuity of extending and improving them. We 
have this day met to confider of the heft means of carryii^ 
it intQ execution. The different drcumilances under 
( which 
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which we now ailemble cannot fail to imprefs our minds 
in a very powerful manner : but we truft they are im- 
jpreffions which, will have a favourable influence on our 
future lives, j We have requefted Mr. Blythe to fupply 
your place in mS fenior clafs till your return, and when 
he is delirous of it, we Ihall willingly relieve him from 
the fatigue of reading. Mr. Hawkes we have requefted 
to give us his prefence in the noon clafs, and to take only 
fb much of the buiinefs of it upon him, as is agreeable 
to himfelf ; fincc many jof us will gladly give him any 
afliftance in our power. ^JThey have in the moft aflFec- 
tionate manner complied with our wi/hes, and next 
Sunday the three clafles, recommence in their ufual form, 
every thing previous to their meeting being fettled. 

We have had a very full meeting, and many who were 
obliged to be abfent have requefted to put their names to 
this addrefs as a teftimony of their gratitude for your kind 
.letter. But we hope. Sir, the time will foon arrive, when 
you may again appear among us in the fame venerable 
and endearing chara£ter in which we have fo often beheld 
you. /To be feparated from you is an evil wc are ill-dif- 
ppfca to bear. We will hope this trial is not in referve 
for us. Should infatuation, however, extend fo far, our 
enemies ftiall find that they can never feparate you from our 
hearts; that our gratitude and attachment has a ba|is too 
fb-ong for them ever to (hake, and that the mind is pro- 
perty which no iniquitious power can reach. 

With ientiments of the warmefl gratitude and vene- 
ration, 

Weare^ 

Sir, ' 

Your afFe£lionate pupils, 

(Signed with 145 names) 
Birmnghami Augufl 22, 1 791 . . 
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I 

From the Mmhers of the New Meeting Congregatioit. 

Birmingbam^ 03. »£, 1791* 
Dear and Reverend Sir, 

WE, the Subfcribers and Mcmbcrsjif the New 
Meeting Society, being affembled together for the purpofe 
of conferring upon the rumour of an unexpected im- 
pediment in the way of your return to us, defire to affure 
you of the deep and poignant concern thefe rumours give 
us. The bare agprehenfion of your leaving us is deeply 
affofting to us aljj Sudden and violent as was the firft 
onfet of the perfecution and troubles with which you and 
ourfelves were lately aflailedTwe faw it neceflary that you 
fliould retire for a feafon, arlffwe not only acquiefced in 
your retirement, but rejoiced in your enjoying that fafety 
at a diftance which a deluded populace appeared to deny 
you here; but the thought of thefe violences operating to 
the final diflblution of our happy connexion, as paftor and 
people, is really more diftrefling to us than alf our other 
fufferings and calamities, multiplied and fevere as they are, 
and we^nnot but fincerely and eameftly deprecate fuch 
an eventj 

Indeed, Sir, we can truly afliire you, that there is no 
plea to be urged, there is no aflurance to be given, there 
is no inducement to be offered^ by a people whofe hearts 
are full of veneration, refped, and gratitude, which we 
cannot, which we do not now urge and offer to you as 
the genuine diftate of the moft ardent, fincere, and fervent 
affeftion. We cannot jdefcribe how mach our feelings are 
intercfled ; we cannot tell you how eameft, how fincere, 
and how fervent our defires are for your return, and how 
much our beft afi^eftions are moved upon this truly im- 
portant and interefting occafion : but we know we may 
fafely.rely upon your own feelings to do us juftice : we 
know you will feel for us, and alfo for thofc who are 

the 
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the deareft to us, when we intreat yoiji^o recolle£l your 
invaluable ufefulnefs amohg them, and the happy fruits 
which have been already feen to rrfult from your ex- 
emplary affiduities and labours there. yBut we will forbears 
for although we would be ferious 7md eameft, we would 
not ba tifSportunate. We (hall, therefore, urge you no fur- 
ther-iWe know your candour, we truft your goodnefs, 
and would rely upon your well known ferious and pious 
mind for the a<^ptance of this our fincere and well 
meant applicatioji^Perfuaded you will not deem it an in- 
trufion, we offer no apdlogy. On the contrary, knowing 
and feeling ourfelves that it is the di6iate of a pure affec- 
tion and ardent attachment, we doubt not but you will 
receive it as fuch, and that, as it is the genuine refult of our 
zeal and fincerity in the moft important of all concerns, it 
will operate with you accordingly. — Hoping that you 
may fpeedily retirni amongft us, refume your pen with 
renewed vigour, and your labours with increafing fuccefs, 
we remain, with the fincerefl aflFe£Uon, refpeft, and at- 
tachment,. 

Reverend and ever dear Sir, 

Your friends and fellow Chriftians. 



N' XXII. 

To ibe Members of the New Meeting Congregation 
at Birmingham. 

London, 061. 8, I79l* 
My Chriftian Friends, 

1 NEVER felt myfelf in a more painful fituation 
than the prefent, in confequence of fitting down to anfwq: 
your two mofl affe£tionate Addrefles, inviting me to re- 
turn to the exercife of my minifby among you, after 
having been driven away by lawlefs violence.^ 

Not only on my leaying^Birmingham, but fome time after 
my arrival in LondonTIliad no idea but that of a temporary 
^ M4 retreat y 
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retreat ; thinking that the violence of ptfty fpWt, having 
.had its triumph, would be fatisfied, and that pc^hapfe, re*- 
pehtancc fucceeding, I might reiudie my jfun£ti6ns with 
more advantage than before. But every account that I 
have received having reprefented the fcirit of party a* 
more invetefate than I had imagined itw be^ fo that, in 
all probability, my return would only inflame it, void iti 
cbnfequence of this^ my fituition, if fafe, would be un* 
comfortable, and perhaps hurtful, it is my deliberate 
Opinion, that it will bfe better for fome other perfon, lefs 
obnoxious to popular prejudice, to take my place, and 
that I may faL«ore ufefully fixed in London, or its 
neighbourhood. / y^ 

I hope I ncMMiot ailure you, that it is with Qie greateft 
regret that I at Jength, aftet much hefitation, hive cdme 
to this refolutiori]/in forming which, confidefations of a 
more private nature, but to which no man iS| or ought to 
be, wholly infenfible, have likewife had their influence. 
Never^ I believe, Was any chriitian minifter more happy in 
his fituation than I have been with you. My fentiments 
concerning you are not only thofe of refpefl: and affeftion, 
but of pride. It has been my boaft^ that no congregation 
that I have been acquainted with, was fo candid, fo well 
informed, and fo ready to adopt whatever their minifters 
recommended to them foi^ their edification, and that, in 
confequence of it, your regulations were the beft adapted 
to form intelligent and ferious chriftians. Our example 
was looked up to by other and diftant congregations, who 
wcr6 excited to form themfelves .upon our model. I had, 
alfo, perfe<£k liberty, which few diffenting minifters hav^ 
to folldw all my favourite purfuits, of every kind, and to 
preach and write without the leaft hazard of giving of^ 
ffence, whatever I thought proper. I had, therefore^ no 
other wUh than to live and die among you. 

But as I hope the good that has been done will never 
be undone, owing efpecially to the almoft unprecedented 
zeal, and excellent fpirit, of the young people among you, ' 

whofe 
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wh6re Addrefied will for ever endetf them to me^ and 
whofe example^ wherever ^s knowiH muft contribute to 
inftni6l and warm others/ 1 have the Mb regret in now 
fignifying my intention of refigning my paftoral charge^ 
but not till I have feen your affiurs in fome meaTure re^ 
efiabliflled, and fome profpe£t of your being able to do as 
well without me: and as fome time muft be fixed, I 
mention Chriftmas next 

As foon then, as you fliall have provided a place in 
which I can ofHciate) I (hall with peculiar pleafure refume 
my fiindions dmong you, and continue them, till the time 
abovementioned Jand if it pleafe God that I ihould die in 
your fervice, I (hall not (feeing no apparent caufe of ap« 
preheniion) fuch as would juftify my flight from my pro- 
per (lation) think it will clofe unfeafonably with refpeA to 
myfdf, or the world. 

I am, 
My friends and fellow chriftians. 

Your afFe£lionate pa(tor, 

J. PRIESTLEY. 



ff ¥■' f. 



N' XXIII. 

From the Congregation of the New Meetingy Birmingham. 

Birminghami Q6bber24, X79i. 
Ri^, and dear Sirp 

YOUR truly intcicfting letter of the 8th 
Inftant has deeply affe<Sed us. LWe -are grieved to an 
excefs at the feparation it announces^Jand the apparent 
neceflity of our acquiefcing in it; and in ^your own 
^ deliberate opinion, that it will be more for the general 
^* good to have fome other perfon fill your place here, 
« and that you may be more ufefully employed in London 
•* or its neighbourhood." Pit is with the moft painful rc- 
ludfauice that we yield to this truly humiliatmg conclufion, 

without 
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without importuning you with our intreatics, that you 
would reconfider it, zq^^tfumc your firft purpofe of 
fpecdily rctiu^ning to us*y But feeing it your deliberate 
judgment, and knowing the circumAances which fur- 
round us^ we patiently refign our wills; and urging you 
no farther, mod devoutly pray our heavenly Father, that 
youi* profpeft of greater uifefulnefs may be realized ; that 
many fouls may yet be added to your faithful miniAry ; that 
your glorious career of ufefiilnefs and benevolence may 
long be continued, and that your final removal from it to 

r realms of light may be ferene and happy. 
You will permit us to add, that the apprehenfions 
ch we have been recently informed fome of our wifeft 
and befl friends entertain for your fafety, fhould you pro- 
fecttte your intended return to us, neceilarily compel us, 
to make a farther facrifice of our anxious defires to fee 
you here. We are, indeed, truly forry to abandon the 
profped of your promifed return, though it is but 
for a few weeks ; but we fliould be wanting in affeSion 
towards yourfelf^ and in refpe£t to the general good of 
mankind, were we not to attend to thefe apprehenfions. 
Indeed, Sir, we fpeak very fincerely, when we declare that 
we bear you too fincere and fervent an affeiftion, that we 
have too great a value for your peace and fafety, are far too 
anxious for jrour prefervation fVom infult, to confent, that 
you ffiould upon the prefent occaiion expofe your perfon 
to the hazard of it. Give us leave, then, with hearts full 
of refpeft and affedlion, to intreat you to forego for the 
prefent, your purpofe of vifiting us as our paftor, and let 
tis repeat the aflTurance conveyed by our firft letter, that 
when the feafon of perfed): tranquility and fafety ap- 
proaches, we fliall moft cordially hail your return to us 
for any period your other important connexions and en- 
gagements may admit In the mean time, anxious to 
maintain an intercourfe with you, and defirous of your 
aid and concurrence in our choice of a fuitable perfon 
10 affift your worthy coadjutor, the Rev. Mr. Blythe, we 
^ , requcft 
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requeft that if you know of any gentleman whom you think 
fuitable for us, and whom you have reafon to expefl: wouM 
wi(h for fuch an eftabliflunent, you will favour us with 
your nomination of hinw We arc, with the livclieft fcnti- 
ments of gratitude, reipScl, and afFedion, 
Dear and Reverend Sir, 
Your truly affeftionate friends and fellow chriftians. 



N' XXIV. 
From the Congregation of Mill-Hill Chapel Leeds. 

Leeds^ Auguft i4> 1791, 
Rev. and Dear Sir, 

WE, the Proteftant Diflenters of Mill-Hill 
Chapel in Leeds, cannot reft fatisfied in a filent fympathy 
with you on the lofles you have lately incurred from the 
violence of party rage. 

While all the fincere friends of rational liberty and 
good order are roufed to an honeft indignation, by out- 
rages which have difgraced our country in the eyes of 
enlightened Europe, we, having had the happinefs of 
being under your paftoral care, feel a perfonal intereft in 
your welfare. And as, from this intimate connexion 
with you, we have had a better opportunity of becoming 
acquainted with your real charafter than many others 
have enjoyed, we the more readily embrace this opportunity 
of bearing our fpecial teftimony to its exemplary excellence. 
An interval of more than eighteen years has not effaced 
from our memory the good principles you inculcated 
upon us, and the affedionate care which you uniformly 
manifefted for our advancement in every virtue. It was, in 
^ peculiar degree, the obje£i: of your attedtion, to imprefs 
upon the minds of the young fuch fentiments as are beft 
calculated to produce th^ peaceable and ufeful citizen, in 9II 

the 
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the departments in life» which many of us, who were 
then only rifing to maturity, and are now the heads of £i- 
mDies, gratefully acknowledge. We alfo recoiled with 
pleafure, that when you inftru£ted us in the reafons of a 
Proteftant diflent from the eftablilhed church, you were 
careful to guard us againft the rancour of an intolerant 
^Mrit, and to form us to the genuine temper of that 
divine religion, which injoins peace on earth, and good 
will towards mem And though you always efteemed it 
your duty to oppore what appeared to you the erroneous 
opinions, ^nd fuperftitious praftices, of individuals, or 
bodies of men, you were fo far from entertaining a 
hoftile difpofition to their perfons or property, that you 
were folely aftuated by a regard to their beft interefl; for 
which, however, they might think you miftaken, they 
ought to have felt themfelves obligedj Rejoicing in the 
fupport which you derive from the ample refources of 
your own mind, efpecially ihofe which are the refult of i 
good confcience, and eameftly wifliing you every good, 
We remain, 

Rev. and dear Sir, 

Your affedionate friends. 



N' XXV. 

JPrtm the Proteftant Dijfenters in Great Tarmoutb. 

Yarmouth, July 29, 1791. 
Reverend Sir, 

W E, miniftecs and members of the three de- 
nominations of Proteftant DiiTenters in Great Yarmouth, 
beg leave to exprefs to you the intereft we tafce^in the 
late calamitous events which have befallen yoti] Differing 
in various matters of opinion, we all agree in mtm admi- 
ration of your high abilities, your zealous refearches after 

chriftiaa 
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chriftian truth, and your diftinguHhed exertions in the 
caufe of civil and religious liberty, vhefe qualitie^which 
have made you the peculiar mm cS the vei^eance of 
bigotry, rente- your iafety and welfare proportionably 
dear to ifSk-Cy 

Whilft we lament your lofibs, not only as thofe of an 
individual, but of the puUic, we receive a confolation in 
the magnanimity with which you have borne them, and 
in ihe teftimony this event has given to the world of the 
difference between the temper and conduct of thofe who 
fupport a good caufe, and and of thofe who oppofe it 

What will be the final refult of fo atrocious an aft 
we prefume not to pronounce; but/one good effed from 
it we diink we can forefee, that of drawing clofer the 
bands of union and amity amongft all the different bodies 
of Difienters, who muft henceforth feel that they have si 
common concern in each others welfare and fecuri^^/ 

We requeft you to convey our cordial fentiniients of 
condolence t6 your fellow fufferers, and remain^ with fin- 
cere efteem, aiid every good wifh, 

Reverend Sir^ 
Your Friends and fellow ChrifUans. 



iV'XXVI. 



To the Members tf the New Meeting Congregation^ 
Birminghom. 

MyCbriftian Frienih> 

I T ^dds not a little to my affli£tion, occa- 
sioned by my violent exclufion from a congregation tQ 
which I have fo much reafoh to be attached, to be de- 
prived of the fatisfaftion I promifed myfelf from my pro- 
pofed vifit to you, and doing wha^ might be in jny power 
towards your future fettlemenc/ But I an/pore^on- 
.cemed on account of the reafon you alfign for it|as it 

argues 
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argues^continuance of that malignant perfecuting fpirit 
vrhich has been the caufe of all our fufFcrings. What ' 
muft be the govemmeht of a country^ nominally chrif- 
tians, in which fuch outrages againft all law and good 
order cannot be reftrained, and in which a man cannot b© 
encouraged by his beft fHends to come to the difcharge 
of the duties of a peaceable profeffion, without the appre* 
henfion of being infulted, if not murdered 

Do not, however, thjokj-that any thing ftrange, or 
new, has happened to us. [jThe enemies of the primitive 
chriftians frequently fet loofe a licentious populace upon 
them, when they did not think proper to proceed againft 
them by law ; and for this purpofe they raifed fuch ca- 
lumnies againft them as made them be confidered as the 
very pefts of fociety. ) I truft you are fo well grpunded in 
the principles of y(Jur religion, as not to be d;fcouraged at 
tbisj or any thing elfe that has befallen us. fThough the 
enemy has burned our places of public worfhlp, and 
llgineff the fires, as I have been informed, with our 
bibles, they cannot deftroy the great truths contained in 
them, or deprive us of the benefit of our Saviour's decla- 
tation, " Blefled are ye when men fliall revile you, and 
** perfecute you, and fliallWay all manne/ of evil againft 
« you falfely for my fake/J 

Be aflured that, from the intereft I take in your wel- 
fare, I (hall not fail to mention to you any perfon that I 
may hear of, who (hall appear to me proper to fucceed 
me. Hoping that you will foon be provided with fuch a 
perfon, and that in confequence of being built up in our 
holy faith, we (hall have a happy meeting in a better 
world, for which all the difcipline and trials of this life 
are excellently fitted to form us, I am, 

My Friends and fellow Chriftians, 

Your^s afieflionately, 
J. PRIESTLEY. 

ADDENDA 
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It may be ainufing to fome of my 
readers, to fee the following account of the riots at 
Birmingham, written on the fpot, and at the time, 
by a member of the eilablifhment, in letters to a 
friend of his near Maidftone in Kent, and pub- 
lilhed in a Supplement to the Maidftone Journal^ for 
Tuefday, July the 19th, laft, as it fhows with 
how little feeling, or fenfe of impropriety, fomc 
perfons can relate the moft atrocious aftions, in 
the full view of all their enormity, when they are 
well wil^K to the caufe in which they are per- 
formed.. jrhe[|Bjiftakes/*nd exaggerations in this 
account are alfo amufingJ I would likewife obferve 
that Mr. Walter, the^inter of the paper called 
The Times, ailures me tl^sie^his account, falfe and 
malignant as it' is, was Written by ^* a gentleman 
*' of great refpedtability, at ^Birmingham, and of 
** large commercial concerns."). But this kind of 
re/peilaiility docs not always give liberality of fenti- 
ment, juft notions of right and wrong, or proper 
feelings. 



LETTER 



z 
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LET TER I. - 

nurfdttf Evening, 
<«THE deifts here, after their utmofl endea- 
vours, fat down eighty-two. The mob encreafing in 
number and iilence, they broke up in lefs than two 
hours — ^their names will appear in white letters and black 
paper.1 Some of them were rudely handled.LPrieftley durft 
not appear, the enclofed paper* inflamed muchJ I cannot 
think we have any thing to fear; we muft be feTind indeed, 
provided ,the kingdom is as flouri(hing as Birmingham, 
for we are richer, and our trade better than even'^ 



LETTER II. 

Stfnday Nnti, 
« TO reinove your fiears on our account, I 
fend you the particulars of our commotions : on Thurfiiay 
evening xh/i zealous ailembled in St. Philip!!s-church*yar4 
and broke a few windows at the Hotel; jPadley appear- 
ing, declared himfelf attached to high church and king. 
It was fettl^ for their leader to examine his houfe, and 
not a difafFeded perfon being there, they went to the New 
Meeting, which was foon ki flames; then to the Old 
Meeting, byt they firft defired the charity children to be 
fent to their homes ;-p^ they were informed the houfes oa 
each fide belonged to Ic^lifts, whofe prc^perty they ai^ 
as cautious of a3 poflible: therefore to preferve whatevior 
belonged to them, they gutted the Old Meeting, laid the 
wood in a pile in the Meeting-yard, and burnt it there; 
then took the bricks down with care, which employed 

them 

• Alluding'to the feditious hand^bill. 



ADDENDA. 177 

them all tiighl:: a patty wa^feiit to fecure Dr. Pi'iefiley, 
j who efcaped very narrowlyjAiis houfe with every thing 

they could find fell a vidim to the flames, they then de- 
flroyed Mr. Ryland's houfe^ late Bafkerville's; then Bor- 
defley, then Mr. Hutton^s.^! went by defire of our neigh-- 
hour Cooper into Button's houfe, to requefl they would 
not fire it, as many loyal people would fufFerJ They knew 
me, (hook me heartily l^ the hand, and'promifed me nti 
Jlrey which was obferved. I am confidently informed 
that a w^nan bringing a candle was knocked down ; they 
then went to Mr. G. Humphrys's, Mr. W. RufTell's, and 
Moiely Hall, where they waited for the tenant^ Lady Car- 
hampton, removing her effe'£b, they then defiroyed the 
houfe as they had done thoiie of the preceding perfons. 
They are ftill in the country: their objefts are the Meet- 
ing-houfe at Withwood-heath with the teacher's, Coates's 
aj the Five-ways; late Weiley's, and Lady Wood; and 
^ey declare, that uhlefSiJ^rieftley. is delivered to them, no 
Diffenters fhall efcap^ Onj^iday ftve^^undred gentle- 
men began cudgellipg them, and drove them, but this 
only made them more outirageous, and we have now no 
hopes of quieting them but firom the military; the fame 
day, they gave notice by their bellman, that every houfe 
that had not hirh church and King^ written upon it, would 
be deftroyeA^ 

*' No money, or any thing eHe has any influence, nor 
have they been diverted from any one of their attempts; 
they fipetn to move quite fyflcmatically, and fay, they are 
only doing what their enemic^-^ould have done by them. 
We are, I coniider, quite fafe\jihe only inconvenience we 
have felt, has been from a few flragglers, who have taken 
the advantage of the times, in extorting money, but the 
hyal mob, yefterday, as foon as they were informed of it, 
fenV a party, \^o beat them feverely, and they are at 
prefent difperfed^ 

*• P. S. I am informed they are now at Edgbafton, 
in confcquence oi their finding a letter of Dr. W. at 

N RufTell's 
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Ruffeli's; they now fay they regard no perfuafion, every 

enemy to high church (hall hll.** 



Mr. Ryland's houfe, which has been burnt down, was 
fet fire to on account of his fon's having affifted in the 
efcape of Dr. Prieftley, whom the mob have purfued in 
diflferent direftions. (^ould the Doftor not be able to 
elude their vigilance, it is much to be apprehended that 
they will murder him, as he is confidered the mif- \ 
chievous author of all the treafonable hand-bills that 
have been circujated about the town, and which firft pro- 
duced the riot. / 

The MetEodifts and followers of the Countefs of 
Huntingdon have been all proteded. In the beginning 
of the riots the mob went to fome of their houfes, and 
queftioned them concerning the do6fa'ines which they 
profefled, and on their declaring for church and King^ 
they were aflured that they ihould remain unmolefted.' 
f ^he church people' walk about^as ufual, without the 
fmalleft apprchenfion of danger.^ 

Thepotel belonging to Daaleyj where the Rcvolu- 
tionifts dined, has been only damaged by the windows 
being broken, the nl6b refufing to pull it down, becaufe 
he wa8 a clmsGhm^n^J 

Mr. ^mphrys, whole houfe at the turnpike was 
pulled down, offered the mob 4000 and afterwards 8000 
guineas if they would defift; but they declared that money 
was not their obje£t, and that they pulled down his houfe 
becaufe they confidered him as a principal perfon con- 
cerned in the inflammatory hand-bills; perhaps too for his 
ridiculing the national church by building a cow-lodge in 
the form of a chapewJ 

A letter dated Sunday night at eleven o'clock, fays» 
" Unlefs fome foldicrs arrive^ early to-morrow morning, 

wc 
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Vfe are m very great apprchcnfion that every Diffenter's 
houfc in Btrmtngham will be deftroyed,^and with them, 
no doubt) many other hoafes which were never intended. 
Near one htindred houfes have been fet on fire and pulled 
down, and about fixty more are marked for the purpofe 
of being burnt or deftroyed. At nine o'clock laft night 
it was computed that the damage already done amounted 
to 1^50,0001. Thofe which we have mentioned belong 
to principal people." 



N' II. 

An Addrejs to Dr. Prieflleyy agreed upon at a Meeting 
of the Pbilofopbical Society at Derby^ Sept. 3, 1791. 

SIR, 

WE condole with yourfelf, and with the fcien- 
tific world, on the lofs of your valuable library, your 
experimental apparatus, and your more valuable manu- 
fcripts: at the &me time we beg leave to congratulate you 
on your perfonal fafety, in having efcaped the facrilegious 
hands of the favages at Birmingham, 
r^ Almoft all great minds in all ages of the world, who have 
aia^voured to benefit mankind, have been perfecuted by 
thein;l,XxAi'iL£oi for his philofophicaJl difcoveries, was 
impinfoned by'ine Inquifition; and^cRATBs/foimd a 
cup of hemlock his reward for teaching ^ there is one 
** God." Your enemies, uiwble to conquer your arguments 
by reafon,^ve had rccourfeto violence; they have hal- 
loo'd upon you the dogs of unfeeling ignorance^ and of 
frantic fanaticifm; they have kindled fires like thofe of the 
Inquifition, not to illuminate the truth,, but, like the dai;!^ 
lantern of the ai&ffin, to light the muixierer to his prejiJ 
Your philofophical fiiends, therefore^ hope that you will 
not again rifk your perfon among a people^ whofe bigotry 

renders 
Na 
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renders them incapable of inftruftion: Miey hope you will 
leave the unfruitful fields of polemical theology, and cul- 
tivate that philofophy, of which you may be called the 
father, ;ind which, by inducing the world to think and 
reafon, will filently marfhil mankind againft dduiion, and ' 
with greater certainty overturn the empire of fuperftition^J 
In fpitc of the perfecution you have fu(biined, we trgft 
that you will perfeverc in tbrexertions of Virtue, and the 
improvements of fcience. yonx fame, already confpicuous 
to every civilized nation of the world, fliall rife like a 
phoenix from the flames of your elaboratory yrijh reno- 
vated vigour, and fhine with brighter corufcatitSnTj 

R, ROE, Secretary. 

N' IIL 

THE ANSWER, 

London, Sep. 19* 1791. ' 

I FEEL myfelf greatly encouraged in my prefent 
fiifferings firom the effeds of bigotry, by the fympathy 
expreiled by you, and by other liba:al friends of fcience 
here and abroad. ' 

It will be a new thing in the world if any thing truly 
valuable lofe credit, or have a lefs rspid fpread, in con- 
fequence of perfecution. If any thing will bear to be 
viewed, and examined, it muft derive advantage fiiom 
whatever draws attrition to it; and fuch, I am confident, 
is the caufe in which I (utkr. 

In confequence of this, far from being difcoyraged, I 
feel myfelf more animated than ever; and I am at this 
very time fetting about the fe-eftabli(hment of my philo- 
foDhical apparatus, and refuming all my former purfuits. 
\^>eufe me, however, if I ftill join theological to phi« 
lofophical ftudiesi and if I confider the former as greatly 

fuperior 
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Aiperior in importance to mankind to the latter. But as* 
thefe different purfuits have never yet interfered with, but 
have promoted, eachjether, be perfuaded that this will 
continue to be the cafe^ 

I am, Gentlemen, 

Your very humble fervant, 

J. PRIESTLEY. 



The perfon high in office, after declaiming againft 
me in the manner mentioned p. 58, added, "As 
^' to Paine, he is no Dijfentery and therefore we 
^' cannot take him up." On this I leave my reader 
to make his own remarks, and fome of a fufficiently 
ferious nature cannot fail to occur to him. 



y 



CATALOGUE op BOOKS, 

WRITTEN BY 

Dr. PRIESTLEY, 

AND PRINTED FOR 

J. John/on^ Sookfeller, Sf. Pours Cburcb-Tard, 

LONDON. 

B.-rrtHK HiAory and pre(ent State of Ek^ricity, with ori|;inaI 
X ExperimentSy illuftrated with Copper-plates^ 4th Edition* 
corre6led and enlarged, 4to. , il. is, 

N. B if N£w EMtioM of this it in the Prefs and wiUfom bepub^ 
Ujbed togetber^vitb a Continuation of it» and original fixperimeilts bj 
Mr. Nicholfon> in % ^vols. 4tO| in Boards, *L »/.—- The Continuation 
wDl be fold alone, li. is. in Boards. 

ft. A Familiar IntroduSion to the Stndj^ oiBUSridty* 5th Edition* 
Svo. fts. 6d« fewed. 

3. The Hiftory and Prefent State of Difcoveries relating to I^Jim^: 
Ligbff and Cohurt, a vols. 410. illuftrated with a great Number of 
Copper-plates, il. iis. 6d. in boards, il. i8s. bound. 

4. Experiments and Obfervations on difierent Kinds of Am and 
other Branches of Natural Pbibfopfyf conne£led with the Sub)^, 
3 vols. 1 1. IS. in boards, being the former Six Volumes abridged and 
methodifed, with many Additions, 

5. A Familiar Introduction to the Theory and Praftice of Per^ 
feSi'uey with Copper-plates, ftd Edition, 5s. in boards, 6s. bound. 

6. A New Cbart of Hiftofy^ containing a View of the principal 
Revolutions of Empire that have taken Place in the World | with 
a Book defcribing it, containing an Epitome of Univerfal Hiftory^ 
4th Edition, los. 6d. 

7. A Cbart of Biography ^ with a Bo(4c containing an explanation 
of it, and a catalogue of all the Names inferted in it, 6th Edition^ 
very much improved, los. 6d. 

N. B. Tbefe Cbarts mounted on Canvas and Rollers, to be brnig nf 
in a Study y &c, are 14s eacb. 

S. The Rudiments of EngUJb Grammar, adapted to the u(e of 
S^chools, a new Edition, is. 6d. bound. 

9. The fame Grammar ^ with Notes and Obfervations, for the Uft 
of thofe who have made fome Proficiency in the language, 4th Edit. 

10. LeRures on Hifiory and General Policy % to which is orefixed, 
an Effay on a Courfe of Liberal Education, for Civil and A6Hve 
Life, 4to, zl, ;s. in boards. 

II Obfervations 



^ 



^ooks writim by Br. Prieftl^* 

tx. Obfer<uatiotts relating to Educations more efpecially as it re- 
fpe^s the Mind ; to which is added, an EfTay on a Courfe of Liberal 
Education for Civil and A^ve Li|e» ad Edition, 3s. 6d. in boards. 

12. A Courfe oi LeSures on Oratoiy and Critictjfm, 4to. los. 6d. 
in boards, L4S. feoynd.. ... 

13. An felfay on the firft Principles of Government, and on the 
Nature of Political, Civil, and Religious Liberty y ad Edition, much 
enlarged, 4s. in boai'ds, 5$. bo^mdv Jft tbit Edit&M are introduced tbe 
Remarks on Churtih Autfiority, in anfwer to Dr", Balguy, formerly 
publijbed feparately. 

i4j» Letters, to the Eight Hon. .Mr.. Burke on his Re^eftionaon 
the Revolution Iri Fraiice, 'SVo: jd Edition, as. 6d. fewed. 

15. A Letter to the Rigbt U^is^. Wilkam Bitty Firft Lord of the 
Treafury, and Chancellor of the Exchequer: on the Subject of 
Tnkffation ^M Qburck ^/ka^HJbm^s j occafioned by Iws Sfw^J^ agaunft 
ijie Repeal of the tcA and Carft^aiion A^f, on Wednel'd^y tht 21ft 
of Maixrh, 1787, 2d Edition, is. . 

1^. F/fmiiAr Lmers^ a4cli;eirQd tp the Inhabitants of the Town of 
BirmiAfsl^m, iji R^CutaUpn.of f^yer^i Ch^irges^ advanced againft the 
PiiTeaHeil^i: and UnitaciaqiB, ^y xLt Rev.. Mr. Madan.--«Alib I-etters 
to the Rev. Edward Bum, in Anfjv^ to his on the. Infallibility of ttie 
Apftft^Jit.Teftim^y C9nc^i?3ting th* Fafon of Chrift. And Cpn- 
iiderations on the Differences of Opinion among ChriftMns^ ia Anfwer 
t» tH^ Rey. Mr« V^nn* 2d Edition, $$• fewed. 

,151^ . An Exa»Mnation.9fxX)r. Keui]s ln(\yx\i'y into the Human lyfind; 
on the Principles of Cgmipgn^^Senfe, Dr. BeaUie's Eflay on the Nature- 
nv^ ll^gasniitability of Trnth^ jmd Dr. Qpwa/fs Appeal to Common 
$esfe, ip Behalf «>f Religion^ 2d Edition, 5s.. in boards, 6s. bound. 
. .i8. Hart^^s Tb^ory.of xhfi Human Mind, on the Principle of 
the AfTocIation of Ideas, with Effays . relating to the Subjeft of it» 
&VK)'..6t* ioi boards, 7$. bound. 

.I9i. Difquifitions relating to- Matter 'as^di Spirit. To which is added> 
the,Hi;&ory of the Philofpphjcal Do^lri^e concerning the Origin of the' 
Soul, ^i^d thje. Nature of Matt^ > with its Influence 04 Cl^iftjianity, 
efpecially vyith K^Jg^^ to the P«6l|ine of the Pre-exiftence of Chrift. 
Alfo the Dodrine of Philofophical NeccfHty illuftrated, 2d Edition^ 
enJ^gfd' and 'i«iprdved.s wi.tb^ Re^iarks on thofe who have contro- 
Vjert^d the Prinqipl^s ot tj^tn«..2 vols. Ss. in boards, xos. bound. 

' 20. A Free Difcujjion of the Do^rines of Maferiali/m and Pbi/o- 
f^hical Nicfffipy in a Corre^ondepce between Dr. Price and Dr. 
Prieflley ; to which are added, by Dr. Priejile/, an IntroduSiony ex- 
plaining t^e Nature pf the Controverfy, and Letters to feveral Writers 
who have animadverted on his Diiquiiitions relating to Matter and 
S|f Irit, 0£ his Treatiie oa Nccefllty, Svo. 6s. i^ewed, 7s. bound. 

SI. A Defence of the Do6lune of NeceJ/ityy in two X<etters to thft 
^lev. Mr. John Palmer, 2s. 

22. Aljtipixxo Jacob Bryant j Efq. in Defence of Philofophical 
Neceflity, is. 

a 3. A Pbilofopbical 



Books wriiien iy Dr. Prieftley. 

2^, A PbibftpbicaJ Enquiry concerning Human Liberty^ by W* 
ColHnt, Efq. widi a Preface by Dr. Prieftley, 28. 6d. 

Tbt three preceding Articles may be property bound up ivitb tbi 
fecond volume ^Difquifitions on Nlatter and Spirit. 

34. Letters to a Pbilofopbical Unbeliever^ containing an Examina- 
tion of the principal Objedlions to the Do^rines of Natural Religion^ 
and efpecially tho& contained in the writings of Mr. Hume. Alfo a 
State of the Evidence of Revealed keUgion with AnimadveHions on 
the two laft Chapt^ of the firft Volume of Afr. Gibbon's titflory of 
the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire ; and an Anfwer to lie 
Letters of Mr. William Hammond % vols, tso, 7s. iewed> or bound ' 
in one volume, 8s. 

«^. A Harmony of the Evangelifls in Greek. To which art 
prefixed. Critical Difertations in English, 4to. X4S. in boards, 
17s. bound. 

ft6. A Harmony of the EvangeUfts in Engli/b, with Notes, and an 
occafional Paraplmife for the Ufe of the Unlearned. To which are 
prefixed. Critical Difiertations, and a Letter to the Bifliop of OiTory, 
4to. 1 2S. in boards, 15s. bound. 

N. B. Tbofe who are pofftjfed of the Greek Harmony, me^ bavi 
tbis in £ngli£ ivitboul tbe Critical Difiertations, 8s. in boards. 

The Greek and Englifh Harmony with the Critical DifTertations, 
complete, il. is. in boai-ds, or xl. 48. bound. 

27. Inftitutes of Natural and Revealed Religion, In % vols. 8vo. 
ad edit. los. 6d. in boards, xas. bound. 

ne third Fart of tbis Work, containing tbe Do6b:ines of Revelation^ 
tnc^ be bad alone, 2/. 6d. fewed. 

28. An Hiftory of the Corruptions of Chrifiianity, with a general. 
Conclufion, in two Parts. Part !• containing Conficlerations aodrefied 
to Unbelievers, and efpecially to Mr. Gibbon. Part IL containing 
Confiderations addreifed to the Advocates for the prefent Eftabliih- 
xnent, and efpecially to Bilhop Hurd, 2 vols. 8vo. 12s. in boaixls, 
or X4S. bound. Or, hound uniform^ with the three following 
Defences of it, in 3 vols, xl. 4s. 

29. A Rfpfy to the Animadverjions on the HiBory of the Corruptiont 
^f Cbrifliafiity, in the Monthly Review for June, 1783) with Ob- 
fervations relating to the Do^bine of the Primitive Church, concerning 
the Perfon of C^&r^, 8vo. xs. 

30. Remarks on the Monthfy Review of the Letters to Dr. Horfl^; 
in which the Rev. Mr. Samuel Badcock, the writer of that Review, is 
called upon to defend what he has advanced in it, 6cl. 

31. Letters to Dt. Horfiey, Archdeacon of St. Alban's, in thre^ 
Parts, containing farther Evidence that the Primittre Cbriftian Chutch 
was Unitarian, 79. 6d. fewed. 

N.B. Tbefe la/I three Articles togtther in boards, 9s. or xos. bounds 

32. An HiAorv of Earjf Ofinions concerning Jefus Chrijl, compiled 
&om Original Writers j proving that the Chriftian Church was at Bidi 
Unitarian, 4 vols. 8vo. xl. 4s. m boards, or xl. 8s. bound. 

33. A General Hi/ory of the Cbriftian Church, to the Fall of the 
Weftern Empire, in 2 vols. 8vo. 14s. in boards, x 6s. bound. 

34. Drferxes of Unitarianifm for the Year x 786 \ containing Letterf 
t« Dr. Horne« Desm ^ Canterbyry ; to the Young Men, wEo are in 
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t Courfe 6f Education for the Chriftian Miniftiy» at the UQiverfities of 
Oxford and Cambndge j to Dr. Price ; and to Mr, Parkhurft ; on 
the Subjca of the Perfon of Chrift, id Edit. 38. 
' 35. Defmces of Umtariantfm for the Year 1787; containing Letters 
to the Rev. Dr. Gcddcs, to the Rev. Dn Price, Part 11. and to tho 
Candidates for Orders in the Two Univerfities, Part II. Relating to 
Mr. H&Nt^s Appendix to his fourth Volume of Obfervations on Books^ 
a Letter by an Under-Graduate of Oxford, Dr. Croft's Baropton 
LedVures, and feveral other Publications, 2s. 6d. * 

36, Defences of Umtariantfm for the Years lyW and 17S95 cpn^ 
taining Letters to the Biihop of 8t. David's, to the Rev. Mr. Barnard, 
the Rev. pr. Knowles, and the Rev. Mr. Hawkins, 3s. 6d. 

N. B. Thefelaft tbref Articles te^etbfr^ 9/. in boards^ 

37, A Vienv of the PrinctpUf and ConduSi of the Proteflofit Dtf- 
fenters^ with Refpe^ to the Civil and Ecdcfiaftical Conftitution of 
England, 2d Eldit, is, 6d, 

38, A Frrf Addrefs to froieffm^ DtfenterSt on the Subjefl of Ac 
Lord's Slipper, 3d Edit, with Additions, is. 

39 An Addrefs to Froteftant Dijinfers, on the fiibjeft of giving the 
Lord's Supper to Children, is. 

401 A Pref Jddrefi to Protejfant Dtjenters, on the Subjeft of 
Cburcb Difcipline { with a preliminary Difcourfe concerning the Spirit 
of Chriftian ity, and the Corruptions pf it by falfe Notions of Religion, 
»8. 6d. fewed, 

41 • Letters to tlie Authors of Remarks on feveral late FubUcation$ 
tihti<ve to tbf DiJfenterSy in a Letter to Dr, Priejileyt is. 
• 4^* A l^etter to a Lt^many on the Subjeft of Mr. Lindfey't 
Propofal for a refonp^d Epghlh Church, on the Plan of the late Or, 
Samuel Claike, 6d. 

43'^ ^br(e betters to Dr. Ncwcome, Bifhop of Waterford, on the 
Duration of pur Saviour's Miniftry, 3s. 6d. lewed. 

44» Letters to the Members of the iV^w Jerufakm Cburcb^ formed 
by Baron Swedenbprg, is. 6d, 

45: ^* -Appeal to the Fublicy on the Subjeft of the late Riots in 
Birmingham, fo which are added, StriStures on a Fampblet^ in- 
titled, < Thoughts on the late Riots at Birmingham, %%, fewed. 

N. B. The preceding nine Trafts, No. 37 to 45, tnciufivey may 
he bad in % vols, boards i6j. 6^. or ivitb No. 14, 15, 21, 22, and 23, 
in 3 vols. iL 3 J, in bofirdSy by giving orders for Dr. Pricftley's larger 
Trails. - 

46. An Hiflory of the Siuferings of levuis de Marolles, and Mr. 
Ifaac le Fevre, upon the reyocation of the Edi^t of Nantz, with a 
Preface by Dr. Prieftlcy, Jvo. 3s. fewed, 

47- Forms of Prayer ^ and other Offices, for^the Ufe of Unitarian 
Societies, ?vo. 3s. ftwed, 

48. D'tfcourfes on far sous SubjeSs^ viz. On rcfigning the Paftorrf 
Office at Leeds— On undertaking the Palloral Office at Birmingham— 
The proper Conftitution of a Chriftian Church, with a Preface on the 
piefent State of thofe who are called rational Diffenters—The'Im- 
jportanee and Extent of Free Enquiry— The Dochrine of Bivrne In- 
iiuence on the Human Mind— JJabituai Devotion— The Duty of 
^Pt living to ourfclvcs*-Thc Danger of bad Habits— Th? Duqr of 

ti9K 



Books written by Dr. Priejltey. 

aot i)eing afiisuned of the Gofpel— Glorying in the Crofs of Chrift-* 
Taking the Crofs and following Chrift— The Evidence of Chriftianity 
from the Perfecution of Chriftians, 8vo. 6s. in boards. 
49« A Sermon on the Slave T^rade^ preached at Birmingham^ 

I7S8, IS. 

50. Refusions on Death, A Sermon on the Death of the Re^. 
Robert Robinfoo of Cambridge, is. 

51. A Fietv of Re*uealea Religiotf, A Sermon pn the AdmiiHon 
of the Rev. W, Field, of Warwick, with a Charge by the Rev. Tho. 
Bel/ham, is. 6d. 

5«. The proper ObjeSs of Education in the prcfent State of the 
World, reprefented in a Difcourie delivered April 11, 1791, to the 
Supporters of the New College at Hackney, with a ft9jpc by th« 
Rev. Mr. Bei(ham, fecond Edition, is. 

53. A Difcourfe on occalion of the death of Pr. FriV/, delivered 
at Hackney, May i, with a ihort flcetch o£ his life and chara£Ur» 
and a lift of his writings, is. 

54. A Difcourfe on the Evidence of the Refurre^ion of Jefus, is. 6d» 

55. A Catecmfm for Children and Young PerfbnSj 5th Edit. fd. 

56. A Scripture Catecbifmt confifting of a Series of Q^flaons, 
with References to the Sj^tures, inftead of Anfwers, 2d Edit. 4d. 

57. Dr. Watts^sHiftdHcalCatechifm, with Alterations, 2d Edit. ^d. 

58. Confiderations £or the U£e of Young Men, and the Pucnte of 
Young Men, 2d Edit. 2d* 

59. A Serious Addrefs to Mafters of Families, • with Forms of 
Family Prayer, 2d Edit. 9d. 

60. An Appeal to the ferious and condid ProfefTors of Chriftianity, 
on the following fubje6is, viz. i. The Ufe of Reafon in Matters of 
Religion. 2. The Power of Man to do the Will of God. 3. Original 
Sin. 4. .Eledion and Reprobation. 5. The Diyinity of Chrift \ and 
6. Atonement for Sin by the Death of Chrift, a new Edition | to 
which is added, A Concife Hiftory of thofe Do£brines; and An 
Account of the Trial of Mr. Elwall, for Herefy and Blaiphemy, at 
Stafford Affixes, 3d. 

61. A Familiar Illuftration of certain paflages of Scripture, relating 
to the fame Subjeas, 2d Edit. 6d. 

^2. A General Vie^f of the Arguments for the Unity of God^ ami 
againft the Divinity and Pre -exiftence of Chrift, from Reaibn, from 
the Scriptures, and from Hiftory, 2d Edit. 2d. 

43. AFr^^^^^toProteftantDiftentersasfuch, ByaDifleater. 
A new Edition, enlarged and corre6led, is. 6d. 

64. A Free Addrefs to thole who have petitioned for the Repeal of 
the late AB. of Parliament in favour of the Roman CatboUcs, %d, oc 
I2S. per Hundred to give away. 

N^ B. The laft Ten Tnufts, No. 55 ^o 64, nun be bad together^ in 
boards, 5s, fy giving Orders for Dr. Prielftley's mialler TrsSls, 

Alfo puhltjbed under tbe DireBion of Dr. Prieftley. 

THE THEOLOGICAL REPOSITORY, 

Confifting of Original Eftays, Hints, Queries, &c. calculated to pro* 
mote Religious Knowledge, in Six Volumes, 8to, ih 199. in bourds, 
. w aU 58. bound. 
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Jujl fublijhed^ 

In One Volume, Royal Quarto, 

W^tb a Headoftbi Author^ engraved by Mr. Blake, 

A Kew Edition (Price il. 7s. in boards^ or il. ixs. 6d. bound) of 

OBSERVATIONS ON MAN; 

His Frame, his Duty, and his Expectations, 

In Two Parts. 

By DAVID HARTLEY, AM. 

To which are now firft added, 

A Sketch of the Life and CharaSer of the Author. 

Written by liis Son, DAVID HARTLEY, Efq. 

And Notes and Additions, tranilated from the German of 
The Rev.H. A. PISTORIUS. 

ALSO, 

An Edition of the fame Work, in 3 vols. 8vo. with- 
cut the Head of the Author^ price i8s. in boards. The 
Head may be had alone, pricq 2s. 6d. 

ALSO, 

I. A HisTORif of Philosophy from the eariieft Times 
to the beginning of the prcfent Century, by William 
Enfield^ LL.D. 2 vols. 4to. price 2I. 2s. in boards. 

IL The Iliad and Odyssey of Homer, tranflated 
into English Blank- Verfe, by W. Cowper, of the Inner 
Temple, Efq. 2 vols. 4to. 2L i2g. 6d. in boardc. 
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